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‘Mr. Fieldin%:
Sees Defeat

e

N oo

LIBERAL TARIFF POLICY FOR
PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS

Hon. Mr. King at Great Meeting in West Toronto,

historic gathering as a chart upon which
was plotted the direction of the course
any exposure on the floor of parlia- it was desired the party should take,
ment in the matter of these vast | Whether in opposition or in power; that
transactions and denying to the rep- ‘ in seeking to discharge the duties of my
resentatives of the people whose ! office in the manner in which I believed
money is being expended, the right ! the party would wish them to be per-
to ihformation as to the nature and | formed, T would rely upon the counsel
amount of expenditures and the and advice of those who were outstand-
method adopted in connection there- | ing in the ranks of the party; and that|
with., The situation is so extreme ' at any given period or moment, I would |
that it seems altogether unbelievable | find in their collective wisdom the com-
and yet I have stated the exact po- | Pass which would point the direction as

exercise political control, shielding

man, who is in power at Ottawa and
their friends from the possibility of

what the policies are in accordance with
which the affairs of the nation are car-
ried on.

“It is in the name of the home and
its needs that the Liberal party
makes its appeal to all classes in this
country. Once come to believe that
wherever you find it more difficult to
five and to do your full duty by
those who are nearest and dearest to
you, you age experiencing scmething
of the effect of the increased cost of

a
of Meighen

(Canadian Press Despatch.)

Opening Campaign, Says Party Favors
Tariff for Revenue

Party is Opposed to Tariff in Interest of Com-

panies, Monopolies,

Trusts and Mergers—

Leader Says Meighen Forced to Dissolve

Parliament Because of Open Rebellion Among

Unicnist Newspapers—Extravagance, Waste

and Taxation Burden

Created By Government

Severely Scored—Railroad Managers Spend
- Millions Without An Accounting to Parlia-

ment, Mr. King Declares.

(Canadian Press Despatch.)

Toronto, Sept. 20—“The

Liberal policy is that of a tariff

for revenue, in the interests of producers and consumers, not
a tariff in the interests of combines, monopolies, trusts and
mergers such as a tariff based primarily on the principle of
protection is all but certain to be.” '

Thus did Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Liberal leader,
summarize the position of his party on the tariff question at a
great meeting held in West Toronto tonight and which mark-
ed the opening of the Liberal general election campaign in

this province.

The Liberal leader claimed that Premier Meighen had
been foreed into declaring a federal election because the press

supporting the government h

ad broken into open rebellion

against his administration holding onto office any longer.

Cannot Narrow the, Issue.
Mr. King mainta®ied that the prime
minister sought to narrow the issue down

to that of the tariff, “but let me tell
him,” he continued, *“that it will take
more confusion than he and his col-
leagues are capable of creating by
spoken or printed word to cause the peo-
ple to. forget the many arbitrary and
autocratic acts of his government.”

Strong condemnation of the govern-
ment’s attitude in refusing information
to parliament respecting expenditures on
the government railways and merchant
marine were voiced by the ILiberal
leader.

He urged the forces of Liberalism to
unite and fight the common foe, not to
be divided between those who wished to
go to extremesein the matter of govern-
ment and those who choose to go more
slowly towards a higher and better
economic order. He said it would be a
mistake for each .to go their own gait
now and unite after the elections. The
country is tired and disgusted with coal-
itions. There must be a united party in
support of Liberalism in its highest and
truest sense.

Takes Up Meighen Challenge.

LReferring to the challenge made by
Premier Meighen in his London (Ont.)
speech that Mr. King definitely state his
position in relation to the platform
adopted by the Liberal party convention
in 1919, Mr. King replied by quoting
from his speech on that occasion. It was
that he regarded that platform of prin-
ciples and policies as a-chart upon which
was plotted the course it was desired
the party should take and that in seck-
ing to discharge the duties of his office
he would rely on the counsel and advice
of those who were outstanding in the
ranks of the party.

“Let me say,” Mr. King asserted, “not
with relation to the tariff issue only, but
as respects all matters of politics, not
less than all matters of religion, that I
believe there is no truer saying than that
‘the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.
he has propounded, no one knows this
better than Mr. Meighen. I do not pro-
pose, by any acceptance of the letter, in
the manner in which the prime minister
desires, to be false to the spirit of the
Liberal party or to any of the policies
laid down by its members in convention
assembléd.”

Hon. Mr. Fielding.

Hon. W. S. Fielding made an exceed-
ingly popular speech. He termed the
defeat of reciprocity as the greatest
crime ever inflicted against the country.
There would be no Fordney barrier if

have free entry to the States. The Lib-
eral party would revise the tariff down-
ward.

The meeting from a political stand-
point was a marked success.

Hon. Mr. King and party were escort-

In reference to the question which

party,” said Mr. King, “is in a position
to combine the mature and cautious
judgment of men like Mr. Fielding, who
have had wide knowledge and experi-
ence in public affairs, with the new and
progressive ideas of younger men the
country need never have concern lest the
management of its affairs should be-
come, on the one hand, too radical, or,
on the other, too reactionary. It is with
this very danger that our country is
fact%out the present time. To support
the povernment of today is to endorse
reaction; to experiment with class is
matters of government is to invite the
unknown. The Liberal party with its
traditions and aspirations, offers a means
of escape from both these extremes,
neither of which is in the national in-
terest.”

Open Rebellion

“Respecting the premier’s announce-
ment of an early dissolution of parlia-
ment, Mr. King said that if the truth
were known it would be found that,
having held on the power against the
will of the people to the point at which
his own party press had broken out into
open rebellion and the shattered rem-
nant of his following could no longer
be relied upon to give him support in
the House of Commons, he preferred the
defeat of his government in the country
to its defeat in parliament; he preferred
to appear before the people as a pre-
mier holding office rather than as a pre-
mier who, in office, had suffered defeat.

Once the war was over and demobiliz-
ation of the war forces effected, the
Liberal party had consistently and per-
sistently advocated the right of the peo-
ple to a general election. :

“As Liberals,” Mr. King continued,
“we have all along contended that hav-
ing regard to the circumstances and
conditions under which the Unionist gov-
ernment was elected in 1917, the act of
Mr. Meighen is assuming and retaining
office, after Sir Robert Borden and many
of his colleagues had resigned, was the
! act of a usurper, and as such was whol-
| Iy foreign to the spirit of our constitu-
tion and of our times.

Without a Mandate

“I'he government of Mr. Meighen was
from the beginning a government with-
out a mandate, without a policy, and it
is now a government without a friend.
This is the government which battered
and bandaged, with new spirits and
props freshly applied, now comes before
the people seeking an expression of their
coisfidence.

“Jt has waited until it could wait no
lorgér to take the step.
|  “The right to a general election has

| been denied the citizens of our eountry
reciprocity had carried and cattle would | for a period longer than has obtained

' in the United Kingdom or in any of the
| self-governing dominions of the British
| Empire; longer than has obtained in
! any other country.
“Confronted with an indictment, so un-
answerable, is there not something lack-

S S

HON. W. L. MACKENZIE KING.

solution of the problem of the cost of
!living, the tarift and its revision is &n
important and far reaching considera-
tion. It is, however, but on= of the many
considerations, and not less important
than the tariff, in this connection, is the
government by which the tariff is 1o be
revised.”

The speaker pointed out that condi-
tions in Canada today werz very difter-
cnt from before the war. Ten years
ago, the national debt of Canada
amounted to some 840,000,000 of dollars.
Today the national debt of our country
is not in millions but in billions. Ithas
reached the collosal figure of two billions
:hree hundred and fifty millions of dol-
ars.

Mr. King said that in estimating the
price at which freedom and liberties had
been preserved by the war, “no financial
obligation imposed on our own or suc-
ceeding generations can ever equal- or
compensate the extent of the sacrifice
2s measured in terms of human lives.”

“Conceding. that approximately §2,-
000,000,000 of the debt was tue to the
war and forgetting any unnecessary ex-
penditure or waste, the fact nevertheless
remains that Canada carries today a
mortgage of $2,350,000,000, whercas ten
years ago the load was deemed excessive
at the relatively small figure of $340,-
000,000. The interest alone on the pre-
sent debt is $140,000,000 annually, where-
as ten years ago.it was only $12,500,000.
Failure to meet the interest on the pub-
lic debt would spell insolvency and bank-
ruptcy of the nation.

Soldiers’ Pensions.

“There is, however, another charge
upon the public treasury scarcely less
large and vastly more sacred, from the
point of view of national obligation than
the interest on the public debt, an ob-
ligation to fail to meet which would
epell not only insolvency and bankrupt-
cy but ingratitude and dishonor as well.

This is the charge amounting at the
present time to some $130,000,000 in the
nature of pensions payable annually to
disabled soldiers and the dependent re-
latives of those whose lives were sacri-
ficed in the great war, and on account
of soldiers civil re-establishment and

termed veterans account. This obligation
we are determined at all costs to meet.
Remember, however, it is an obligation
which ten years ago had no place in our
public accounts. Remember too that in
amount it is an obligation vaster than
the sums expended on all branches and
departments of government ten years

| ago.n
The Railroad Problem.

Referring to the government obliga-
tions incured by taking over the C. N.
R. and G. T. R, he said:

“For the moment, I shall speak only
of the annual charges upcen the treasury
in consequence of those acquisitions. I
shall refrain from making mention of the
collossal amounts which would have to
be paid were those systems to become
the property of Canada free of all out-
standing obligations. Last year the de-
ficit oh account of government owned
and operaled railways amouanted to
some $50,000,000. This year the deficit
has reached some $70,000,000. It is now
taken for granted that the deficit for the

I

. $100,000,000. Sir Joseph Flavelle has
{warned the nation that for a period of
{years to come, it may expect recurring
deficits of possibly even greater aumounts.
Be this as it may, at this year’s session,
parliament was asked by the government
to vote and did vote on account of rail-
ways and canals only, the sum of $165,-
000,000,

“Ten years ago the total outlay on
account of railways and canals was $38,-
000,000. Here is an additional annual
burden upon the shoulders of the Can-
edian people of $127,000,000, a sum again
copsiderably in excess of the total ex-
' penditure on government account ten
years ago.”

ed to the rink in which the rally was|ing in the vision or the imagination of | Taxation $62 a Head.

held by a large procession headed by a
band. Along the streets and in the hall
ovations greeted the Liberal leader and
Iton. W. S. Fielding.
mated to hold nearly 8,000 persons and
was well filled. The audience gave Mr.
King an attentive hearing. Following
his remark that “this government has
demobilized everything except itself,”
gomeone shouted. “We’ll  demobilize
them.” The crowd cheered this sally.
The audience included not only men
and women of West Toronto, but many
were present from York county, Peel,

Hamilton and other surrounding points. |

Major Streight. the candidate, referred
to Hon. W. S. Fielding as the minister

who had guided Canada through its most |

glorious march in its history from a
financial standpoint and spoke of Mr.
King as the man who soon would use
his great experience in industrial ques-
tions in the settlement of industrial un-
rest. Major Sireight said he was ever
ready to sacrifice party for the country
if need be.

Hon, Mr, King’s Speech.

After referring to the announcement
by Premier Meighen of an early gencral
election, which the Liberal leader char-
acterized as a sudden change of mind on
the part of the premier, Hon. Mr. King
paid tribute to the service to the consti-

tuercy and to Canada of the late Cap-;

tain Tom Wallace, who for many years

represented West York in the House of

Commons, and to the latter’s opponent
in the last general election, Frank Den-
ton, K.C.,’who has also died during the
interval. He congratulated the Liberals
of West York in the selection of Major
1. F. L. Streight as their candidate,

The speaker expressed appreciation
‘or the presence at the meeting of Hon.
W, 8. iiclding.

“Ag long a%in the moulding and car-
wine out of nolicies. the Liberal

its

The rink is esti-!

i a premier when he tells the people o
Canada that the issue of the election
which he has at last been compelled to
concede is solely that of the tariff?”
:askcd Mr. King.

| Issue is Not Tariff

“In the mind of the premier, the
tariff may be the issue. In the mind
of the people, however, the issue is
} the premier and what he and his col-

leagues represent of autocracy and
extravagance in the management of
public affairs.”
Read Mr. Meighen’s speech at London
rand you will find that all that it pur-
t ports to say is that the issue in this
election is not the questiou of defence
i 0¢ his administration, but solely that of
| the tariff.

“The premier has sought to set aside
the momentous questions before the peo-
ple of Canada at the present time and

single issue of the tariff. Mr. Meighen
may believe that through the medium of
coslly protectionist propaganda he may
succeed in obscuring or distorting the
vision of a portion of the electorate.
“Let me tell him, however, that it
will take more confusion than he and
his colleagues are capable of creat-
ing by the spoken or printed word
to cause the people to forget the
many arbitrary and autocratic acts
| of the government of which he has
been a member and of the adminis
tration of which he is today the
head.

The Cost of Exis'ting.

“Men and women from all parts of
Canada will tell you that the greatest
concern of the people of this country to-
day is the problem of the cost ot living
to which at the present time the cost of
government is far and awayv the most
imporlant contribating factor.. In the

narrow public discussion down-to this

Mr.  King continued that the total
amounts voted for expenditure during
the fiscal year was over $560,000,000. He
feared the census would not show Can-
ada’s population nine millions but if it
did, it would mean taxation for federal

‘| purposes alone of something over sixty-

two dollars per head.

“The problems of government today
have become so vast that it is exceeding-
ly difficult to find the men or the women
who possess the natural ability and
training to cope with them, and who at
the same time are prepared to malke the
inevitable sacrifice of time and means
and health which participation in public
life involves.

“In one particular, however, an under-
standing of the significance of «ll these
problems is brought home in a very real
jway. Sooner or later it is discovered
that every one of them effects our indi-
vidual incomes and the family budget.
Do not be misled into believing that, be-
cause taxation .may be indirect instead
of direct, you arve thereby escaping car-
rying part of the lvad of the cost of gov-
ernment.
that because only incomes above a cer-
tzin amount are taxed, persons whose
incomes are less than this amount escape
altogether carrving part of the bur-
den of direct taxation. If your land-
lord in consequence of the increased
amount of his income tax yields to the
temptation to raise your rent, you, not
he, are carrying the burden of direct tax-
ation
Matter of Vital Concern.

“If instead of the federal expenditure
being $560,000,000 it were half or even
two-thirds of that amount, the sum to
be taken out of the pockets of the peo-
ple would Dbe . proportionately reduced.
T'hat is why it is a matter of vital con-
cern to every woman, as well as to every

other outlays incidental to what may be-

coming vear will be in the vicinity of,

Do not be led into believing |

government and you will realize
wherein alf these questions of finance,
of trade, of transportation and de-
fence are of direct concern to you
and wherein you are interested in
putting out of office a government
which has lost all true perspective in
the matters of public expenditures
and returning to power a govern-
ment pledged, above all else, to a
reduction of the burdens of taxation
through rigid economy and retrench-
ment and policies which have for
their beginning and ending, the home
and the well-being of the home.

A Wasteful Government.

“I might quote many reasons why it
is useless to expect economy or retrench-
ment from any government of which
the present premier is the head. I shall
mention only two. During the period of
the war some $2,000,000,000 were loaned
to the government and spent by the gov-
ernment of which the Right Hon. Mr.
Meighen was a member and which he
claims was to all ‘intents and purposes
the government of which he is the pres-
ent head. After all, human nature is
human nature. You cannot over a per-
jod of years grow accustomed to spend-
ing millions and billions of dollars with-
out coming to find it exceedingly diffi-
cult to think in terms of hundreds and
thousands. In pre-prohibition days it
used to be said that, once cultivated, a
champagne appetite could not be satis-
fied on ordinary beer. '

“The second point I wish to mention
is that in the course of the period of the
war and for that matter in the period
since, many new branches of the ad-
ministration were opened up and a vast
army of employes drafted into the pub-
lic service. In some of the departments,
in the outside as well as the inside, there
has come to be as a consequence not
only overmanning of the staffs but also
much overlapping in the work itself.
Sooner or later barnacles accumulate on
every ship. Notwithstanding that many
clerks filling temporary appointments
have been let out or replaced in their
positions by others, numbers of office
holders remain whose continuance in the
public service, or in the particular post
they filled, is due solely to the influence
which occasioned their appointments and
which keeps them where they are.

Ship of State Burdened.

“The ship of state in Canada today is
burdened with unnecessary cargo and
covered with barnacles which add ma-
terially to the cost of government. They
will never be removed so long as the
influence responsible remains. Nor need
we expect any elimination of unneces-
sdry or duplicated wozk so long as min-
isters find it to their advantage in poli-
tical power or personal prestige to avoid
the discontinuance of these superfluous
posts and services.

“Apart, however, from barnacles and
unnecessary cargo, there is great need
today of a fresh accounting with respect
to our national liabilities and assets.
There is every ground for believing that
in the desire to make the showing as
favorable as possible many exisling ser-
vices apd undertakings are being placed
to the credit side of the national ledger
which ought to be on the debit side.

“Tt is now nearly three years since the
war ended, and we are still spending mil-
lions on demobilization account. No one
really knows where the country stands
in the matter of its undertakings and
obligations, the wherewithal to meet
them. No one will ever know so Jong
as concealment is rendered possible on
the part of those who are responsible
for waste and extravagance. ;

“Serious as has been the extrava-
gance and waste of the present gov-
ernment, even more serious in its
national consequence has been the
attitude of the premier and his col-
leagues with respect to the time-
honored and fundamental right of
the people’s representatives in par-
ffament to an accounting for every
cent of public expenditure.

An Adutocratic Premier.

“Tt is not going too far to say that in
the attitude he has adopted with respect
to the right of parliament to informa-
| tion on certain classes of public expen-
!diturc, Mr. Meighen has taken a position
wholly subversive of the doctrine of re-
sponsible government. With the excep-
tion of expenditures necessitated by or
arising out of the war, there has, in re-
cent years, been nothing comparable in
government outlays with the amounts
paid out on account of the national rail-
ways and the government merchant
marine.

“The amount voted by parliament at
the last session on account of railways
and canals, came to somewhere in the
vicinity of $165,000,000 and notwithstand-
ing this vast sum we are led to expect
that at the end of this very year the
country will still have to face, on rail-
ways account, a deficit of $100,000,000.
Seventy million dollars has been spent
or appropriated for the construction of
a government merchant marine.

“Amazing and incredible as it may
appear, the present government not only
has refused to give full informadtion to
the people’s representatives in parliament
!mgarding these enormous \expenditures,
| but Mr. Meighen has gone the length
[ of asserting that it is not in the public
:interest that such information should be
[ given in answer to inquiries in the
{ house, and for two years past the- gov-
! ernment has arbitrarily maintained this

i attitude.

| Star Chamber Railroading.

| “The management and operation of
| the National Railways and the gov-
ernment merchant marine have been
| placed by the government under a board
of directors, the members of which are
all the government’s own appointees,
and, as was to be expected with the pos-
sible exception of the deputy minister
{ of railways and canals, whose relation
to the board is virtually nominal, all
immediate and close friends of the ad-
ministration.

“Mr. Meighen and his colleagues have
| taken the position that having transferred
to this board of directors control of the
national railways and government mer-
chant marine they, the members of the
board, are free to expend the appropria-
tions made by parliament on railways
and merchant marine account in such
manner as they thing best and the peo-
ple’s representatives on the floor of par-
liament are not to be entitled to infor-
mation.

“You have on the one side a small
group of the government’s own
friends exercising complete control in

! the expenditure of millions upon
| millions of public funds and ex-
| cepted by statute from personal lia-

| bility. And you have on the other;
the small group comprising the gov-
ernment itself, the few men who

sition. I venture to say that nothing
comparable to it will be found in |
any free country under the sun.” |
i

The Big Interests on Board.

Mr. King condemned the action of the
Meighen government in refusing to give
the opposition particulars with regard
to the insurance of properties of the gov-
ernment owned railways, and in respect
to the purchase of coal. i

“Notwithstanding the government’s
attitude in the house,” Mr. King contin-
ued, “before the session was over, mem-
bers of the Liberal opposition were able,
in the proceedings of one of the com-
mittees of parliament appoiated to deal
with railway matters, to elicit sufficient
information with respect to these ques-|
tions to disclose why the government:
might well have desired to refuse to.
give to parliament the information re-l
quested. It was shown that with the
exception only of the deputy minister of |
railways, .three-quarters of the members
of the board of directors of the Cana- |
dian National Railways were also direc-
tors, or the presidents or managers of
some important industrial enterprises,
the business of which related to, what
in the nature of supplies, equipment or
insurance, might be required by the
government railways and merchant ma-
rine, and that some of these gentlemen
were directors of a considerable number
of such companies.

Those Nova Scotia Contracts.

“If you look at the printed report of
the proceedings and evidence before the
committee on Canadian National Rail-
ways and shipping, you will see that, |
with respect to equipment ordered for:
1918, 1919 and 1920 delivery, contracts
for cars to the amount of nearly $12,-
000,000 were given to one company in
Nova Scotia, and contracts for locomo-
tives to the amount of nearly $8,000,000
to one company here in Ontario. Refer-]
ence to the list of the board of directors
of the Canadian National Railways:dis-,
closes that one of the directors is a di-|
rector of the Nova Scotia company to
which I have referred and that another
of the directors is a director of the On-l
tario company to which I have referred.:

“Let me make my position perfectly !
clear. I am making no charges against|
the company’s concerned, nor do I wish|
to be considered as reflecting either di-!
rectly or indirectly, upon the integrity of |
any of the directors concerned. It is!
the government that I am concerned|
with, and the manner in which it has
been conducting the public business of
this country.

Combination of Autocrats.

“] venture to express the opinion
that our country’s affairs are not be-
ing controlled by the people of
Canada through their duly elected
representatives in accordance with
any true theory of responsible gov-
ernment; but that the existing con-
trol is that of a baneful combina-
tion of political autocrats and indus-
trial plutocrats, who are working to-
gether and playing into each others
hands. In the breaking of that-
combination and a full return to
constitutional and responsible gov-
ernments as respects all matters of
public administration, lies the first
necessary step in the solution of the
railway or any other problem with
which Canada is faced at the pres-
ent time.

“There are some evils in the curing
of which publicity is more effective
than penalty. he evils of waste,
of extravagance, of fraud, of graft,
in the use of public monies, be-
fong to this class, With respect to
all public expenditures, the Liberal
party demands not only rigid econ-
omy and retrenchment; it demands
also the fullest publicity.”

A Tariff Necessary

“Mr. Meighen is very aggressive in his
attitude towards all who do not express |
their views on the tariff in languagc:
identical with his own. In his first pub-|
lic address after he became prime min-/
ister, he spoke of those who- did not!
see eye to eye with him as Bolshevists |
and nation-wreckers. Not only did he‘|
thus divide the citizens of the dominion |
imto the two categories of the sane and
the demented, but he further classified !
them as protectionists or frcc—trudcrs,l
those who viewed the tariff as he did,|
being, of course, in the protectionist and |
sane category; and all others in the free
trade or demented category. {

“Mr. Meighen knows very well that,
no matter what views men and women|
may hold theoretically on the respective;
merits of free trade and protection, no,
government charged with the duty of ad-|
ministering the nation’s affairs would
find the abolition of all tariffs under|
existing conditions either wise, patriotic:
or possible. No, the prime minister’s,
putposs was and is that of making thc‘
issue one of extremes in the hope that
the course that avoids extremes may be|
overlooked altogether. !

“That course, need I tell this audience, |
is not a possible tariff based on the prin- |
ciple of protection to avoid, under con-
ditions as they exist in Canada today,
the evils of a policy which would have
regard only or mainly for protection, and
the shortcomings of a policy which
would have regard only or mainly for
free trade. It is for the principle of a|
tariff for revenue that the Liberal party |
has stood in bygone years. It is for|
that principle the Liberal party stands !
today, and it is for the principle of a
tariff for revenue that the Liberal party |
will continue to stand if returned to|
power in the present contest. Let me!
tell Mr. Meighen that, while it is im-

i
|

possible to have an issue between a tariff |

based on the principle of protection and |
a tariff based upon the principle of free!
trade, it is possible to have an issue on
a tariff primarily for revenue as against
a tariff primarily for protection; and
that upon this issue we are prepared to |
fight, as Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr.,
Fielding fought in 1896, and with ex-
pectations of a like return of prosperity !
and stability in matters industrial and
com.mercial, should our policy be vin- |
dicated at the polls.” :

|

Reply to Meighen’s Demand

Referring to Mr. Meighen’s, demand
that Mr. King state his position in con-
nection with the Liberal platformm adopt-
ed ir the party convention in 1919, the'
Liberal leader said: :

“I shall answer in the terms in which !
I accepted the responsibilities of the posi-
tion of leader of the Liberal party at the
time the platform of the Liberal party
was framed and in the presence of the
thousand or more delegates who attend-
ed the convention at which it was adopt-
ed. My exact words will be found in
the printed proceedings of the conven-,

J tion. In a word, they were to the effect

that I regarded the platform or prin-
ciples and nolicies as laid down by that

i we traversed the unknown seas of the
future.

Mr. King Does Not Dictate.

“I believe that my fellow members
who without exception have so loyally
supported me in the house of commons
during the two years and more to which
I have been privileged to serve as the
leader of the party will bear me out
when I say that in matters .of policy 1
have never attempted to dominate or
dictate; that I have not only been will-
ing but am ready to accept counsel and
advice.

“There need be no mistaking the posi-
tion of the Liberal party as respects the
tariff. It regards the tariff, not as an
end in itself, but as a means to and end.
That end, according to Liberal policy, is
threefold, and is to be effected not by
abolition of the tariff but by its revision.

(1) Its revision for purposes of reve-
nue; this to be accomplished by making
such revisions as are required to give
greater effectiveness to the tariff as one
of the means of raising the revenues
necessary to carry on the government of
the country.

(2) Its revision for purposes of in-
crease of production. This to be accom-
plished by facilitating more extended de-
velopment of the industries based on the
great natural reuosrces of our country—

| agriculture, mining, lumbering and fish-

ing—by making the necessary instru-
ments  and implements of production
available where possible at lessened cost.

(8) Its revision for purposes of de-

creases of the cost of living. This is

to be accomplished through rendering
possible increased production in the
manner already described, and by mak-
ing certain of the necessaries of life
available to the people at lessened cost.

Tariff for Revenue.

“In other words the Liberal policy is
that of a tariff for revenue, in the in-
terests of producers and consumers; not
a tariff in the interests of combines,
monopolies, trusts, and mergers such as
a tariff based primarily on the principle
of protection is all but certain to be.

“The Liberal Party advocates a re-
vision of the tariff in the manner de-
scribed, not in the name or for the ex-
clusive benefit of any one class in our
country but as being in the interests of
all classes; in the interests of the towns
and cities not less than in the interests
of the rural communities; in the in-
terests ‘of employers not less than in the
interests of employes; in the interests of
the Canadian East not less than.in the
interests of the Canadian West; in the
interests of trade and commerce. as
much as in the interests of manufacture
and agriculture.”

The Liberal leader described existing
political conditions in this country as a
struggle between the Conservative forces
seeking to retain rights and privileges of
the favored few and the Liberal forces
born of the aspirations for a wider free-
dom and urged that the forces of pro-
gress and freedom united in the face of
the common enemy. i ;

“There are some opposed to the pres-
ent administration who would say, let
us each run our own gait and let us join
forces after the battle.  Victory was
never attained in that way. We cannot
afford to experiment further with com-
binations and conditions and unions in
matters of government. We have before
us the very spectacle that should sicken
us once and for all of coalitions.”

Serate Appointment

He referred to the appointment of
Liberal Unionists and Conservative
Unionists to the Senate, the cabinet and
other government positions. “It is noth-
ing but a disgusting gnd degrading rc-
warding of political support by an ad-
ministration that has ben so comprom-
ised by its ill-mated following that it
could be held together only by the prom-
ise of life positions to the greater por-
tion of its more active members. Was
it not the Tory leader Walpole who said
that ‘every man has his price? It would
almost seem that we had a young Wal-
pole at the head of affairs in Canada
today. You wonder why there has been
little or no constructive legislation since
the war. There is the answer.

“] believe the people of Canada
have had enough of coalitions; they
want an end to coalitions. They
want a government of one mind and
of one purpose; not a group or class
government as some are advocating,
nor another attempt at government
by so-called Liberals and Conserva-
tives as some of our Tory friends in
their despair are already suggesting.
“They want a government that will

give stability; they want a government
that will make for unity. That is only
possible in a government which is broad-
ly representative of all parts and classes
in the country and which has the un-
divided support of men of like though
and feeling as respects the principles
and policy that are to be madé to pre-
vail. It was a government of that char-
aster which the Liberal party gave to
Canada in 1896. It is a government of
that character which the Liberal party
is prepared again to give.”

Toronto, Sept. 20—“It’s good to bﬂ
here,” said Hon. W. S. Fielding, minis=
ter of finance in the Laurier govern®
ment, at the West Toronto Liberal
meeting tonight; “it’s a long time siFC_e
I've been in a real old-fashioned politi-
cal meeting like this.” I

“We believe that the party system 18
the best that civilization has develop
in the matters of government,” he said,
“in spite of the tendency to break party
ties. .

“There is one thing sure and that 13
that this government is hopelessly beat-
en in this election from the start.
haven’t met a Conservative in this cour™
ty wha has the faintest idea that a
Meighen government will be returned to
power.”™

He criticized Mr. Meighen for 1ot go=-
ing to the country when he W7&S first
made premier instead of holding ¥ “nt,ll
now. He continued that Mr. Melﬁ.‘}lens
idea of government is at entire vaxlance
with the democratic ideas of the pres-
ent day. His strong arm metheds of
government would be suitable for Mex-
ico, where only such a government can
survive, but it is hardly suitable for this
country.

“If there is a real dyed-in-the—v;vo(.)l
Tory of the family compact type, it Is
Arthur Meighen.” i

Tory Changes of Names.

Mr. Fielding dwelt with much humor
and not a little sarcasm with what he
termed the constant changes by the
“Tories” of their name. The present
government, he thought, put in the Na-
tional as a tribute to the nationalists of
Quebec who helped put Borden in powe
in 1911, because they thought Laurie;
too British.

Mr. Fielding stated that a few year:
ago if any party attempted to spent
money without submitting accounts t
the auditor-general, alarm would hav
spread that they were striking at the
very root of parliamentary government
But this government refuses to ajlow the
account for its vast expenditures .Tail-
ways to be submitted to the ayfiditor-
general. \

The former finance minister strongl
criticized the government’s methods i1
refusing information to parliament a:
autocratic. The antocracy of the pres
ent premier was also shown in the clo
cure which the government was ever
ready to adopt, when in difficulties i
the House of Commons.

“We would have put reciprocit
through by adopting that gag in 1911,
Mr. Fielding asserted. “But Laurie
said, ‘No, I found a free parliament;
will leave a free parliament.””

The defeat of reciprocity was -tk
greatest crime ever committeed again:
this country.

“The cattle growers did not seem 1
realize what reciprocity meant, until rt
cently when the Fordney bill was passe
by the United States congress. In rec
procity, cattle were on the free lis
When Premier Meighen says the Unite
States has raised a barrier against Can:
dian products he is wrong. Mr. Meighc
and his party raised this barrier whe
| they defeated reciprocity.”

Waving the Flag Again

He said that every Tory voted ap<’
British preference when it was fir:
troduced in the House, but now
Conservatives are even talking of “
ing the flag again.”

“No man need apologize for being
free-trader. Free trade is a part of t
divine order of things and needs )
apology, but it is not feasible to ado
under present conditions, but there
need of tariff revision. It is long ove
due.”

He accused the present governmen
of putting off tariff revision from yea
to year. They appointed a tariff com
mission. which traveled over the entin
country, but accomplished nothing.

It would be possible to make the tariff
much less burdensome on the people,
particularly the poorer classes without
injuring industry and the Liberals when
in power would do this.

They had materiolly lowered the tarift
under Laurier’s regime in spite of what
the Conservatives said.

He urged every effort to relieve unem-
ployment and said he did not wish to
make political capital out of the present
labor situation, but it was a sad time
when soldiers who had defended this
country were not able to earn a living

Mr. Fielding said he had some anxiety
as to the success of government cwner-
ship of railways, but now that th
roads had been taken over, he was nc
in favor of handing them back as sor
suggested. Public ownership muvgst
given a fair trial and public confide
in the management of the road must
restored. The refusal of the Meig
government to grant information in .
spect to-the railway management did nc
tend to public confidence.

Complimentary.
She—“What sort of blouse do you
think would match my complexion best,
dear?”
He—*“A hand-painted one.”
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And no wonder.

and nuts or cocoanut.

15¢ a package.

Watch Them Swmik

When you bring in a Pure Gold Quick Pudding. From
Dad to little Jimmy they just love these dainty desserts.
They’re so pure and delicious.

And they’re so easy for you to prepare.
delayed -coming home—are tired and in a hurry—they
are the ideal dessert to have in the house.
no fuss—a tempting, wholesome dainty dessert ready in
a few minutes. Try a combination of chocolate pudding
It’s simply delicious.

Order a selection from your grocer. Tapioca, custard and chocolate,

Pure Gold Desserts

QUICK PUDDINGS .
Pure Gold Mfg. Co., Limited, Toronto

When you’re

No trouble-—




