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BRITAIN’S LABOR MOBILIZATION 
CONSIDERED MOST IMPORTANT OF

LLOYD GEORGE PRONOUNCEMENTS 
.  _________________ + — —  ■ '
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of Industrial Conscription If 
Voluntary System Fails

GLOOM SETTLES ON
PEACE LOVERS(?) OF

GERMAN WRITERS

ail

Germany Will Have To Make 
Good All Loss, Says 

Sheffield.

I$Smash Wire Entanglements 
and Penetrate Austro- 

German Position.

3

pensable and supplying them with the 
necessary labor and material, and at 
the same time putting the indispens­
able industries on fixed allowances of 
labor, raw material and man-power, is 
considered a stupendous one, but Mr. 
Chamberlain’» great experience in- 
business is expected to carry him 
through. He will have a military di- 
rector under him to conduct recruiting, 
for the army and a civil director in 
charge of recruiting for industy.

Dealing with the relations of the 
war cabinet with the general govern- 
ment, Mr. Lloyd George suggested that 
the connection be maintained by cir- 
culation of representatives of the pro­
ceedings of the cabinet. As to parl a+

SAME APPLIES TO ALL London, Dec. 20—The British public 
had much to reflect on this morning. 
The reply of Premier Lloyd George to 
the German peace proposals had been 
anticipated, and passages of his speech 
dealing with that question appeared in 
the late editions of yesterday evenings 
newspapers. The domestic program of 
the new Government, however, was not 
published until* this morning, and it 
was too vast and too briefly indicated 
for the immediate crystallization of 
opinion.

The most important of these points 
foreshadowed by the premier was the 
general mobilization of labor Mr. 
Lloyd George indicated he meant to be­
gin with a voluntary plan, and that f 
this failed, he would ask parliament to 
give the Government compulsory pow­
ers to place all the labor of the state 
at its service. His proposal, therefore, 
follows somewhat on the line of the 
German mass levy.

Leaders Dubious.
When Mr. Lloyd George invited the 

labor representatives to join his cabi­
net, this scheme was put before them, 
but they deferred judgment until de­
tails were given to them. While ex-

ENEMY FLIES IN DISORDER British Pronouncement Seems 
To Rile Them.Serbia, France and Poland In­

cluded When Amends 
Are Made.

Gain For Allies Recorded On 
Galician Front Near 

Stanislau. INNOCENCE IS PARADED
London, Dec. 20.—New York Evening 

Sun.-The exact scope of Premier Lloyd 
George’s claim for reparation was the 
subject of eager discussion in the lobby 
of the Commons. Reparation should 
include, in the opinion of Baron Shef­
field:

"The complete evacuation of Belgium 
with ample financial compensation to 
that country for the ravages commit­
ted; the restoration of destroyed build­
ings and industrial equipment; repay­
ment in full, with interest, on the levies, 
both in money and materials, taken 
from it; compensation to those forcibly 
torn from their homes and sent to ser­
vile labor under German taskmasters 
often in connection with military work, 
and compensation for those put to death 
by the invaders.

"The same should apply to Serbia, 
France and Poland.

Compensation For Alr Raids.
‘For us, compensation for the open

Talk of Reparation Valueless, 
Declare Papers of 

Berlin,

Petrograd, Dec. 20. — Via 
London.—British Admiralty, 
per Wireless Press.—Russian 
troops operating in the region 
of the River Bystritza, in 
Galicia, says the Russian offi­
cial statement issued today, 
broke through the barbed wire 
entanglements in front of the 
Austro-German advanced 
posts yesterday and penetrat- 
into Bohorodezany Stare, 
southwest of Stanislau. The

Amsterdam, Dec. 20, via Lodon, Dec. 
20.—Commenting on Premier Lloyd 
George’s speech, the Taglische Rund­
schau of Berlin says:

"Reparation could be demanded by 
England only if Germany had declared 
war on England, if we were to blame 
for the war, if we had committed crimes 
against international law, and if we 
had been defeated.”

The Lokal Anzieger takes the view 
that Mr. Lloyd George’s remarks about 
reparation are of no value, inasmuch as 
nothing has ben said thus far about 
peace conditions. This newspaper con­
tinues:

"If Lloyd George means to postpone 
satisfying Europe’s desire for peace 
until the time when the Entente is suc­
cessful in conquering Germany’s armies 
and those of her allies, then the whole 
of Europe, as well as Lloyd George.

ment, he hinted that the French 
mittee system might, be adopted.

Shipping and coal mines are to he
put under the same kind of control as 
railways.

Irish Solution In Conference.
The fact that the premier passed, 

straight from Ireland to the Imperial 
conference suggests that he hopes to 
find a solution of the Irish question in 
this conference. It had been promised 
previously that Ireland would be one 
of the subjects of discussion at the 
next imperial conference, and as most 
of the dominions favor some form of 
home rule, it is believed this will be 
the best means of settling the long- 
disputed question.

The Government probably will re­
quire the whole eight weeks of the par­
liamentary recess to produce the meas­
ures aforeshadowed, which also in­
clude more drastic dealings with ex 
cess profits and an increase in food 
production by an extension of cultiva- 
tion.

AMERICAN PAPERS
COMMEND STAND OF 

BRITAIN'S PREMIER

Advertiser Illustrations.

FRENCH INDORSING
JOYFULLY SPEECH

OF BRITISH LEADER

NEW CABINET’S PLATFORM 
MORE FAR-REACHING THAN

EVER PROPOSED BEFORE
pressing the opinion that, after com­
pulsory military service. industrial 
conscription is not impracticable, the 
labor leaders are dubious as to its 
success, feeling the outcome depends 
entirely on how the workmen take it. 
If there is hostility in the rank and 
file of organized labor the scheme, 
they believe, will fail.

Task Seems Stupendous,
The task allotted to Neville Cham­

berlain, who has been appointed direc­
tor-general of national service, of 
scheduling certain industries as indis- 

CHILDREN MAY NOT 
WEAR UNIFORMS OF

KHAK ILIKE FATHER

Parliamentary Observers Declare It Is More Crowded With 
Vital Innovations Than Any Introduced by Pre­

vious Prime Ministers of British History.

Teutons are said to have fled 
in disorder, leaving some pris­
oners in the hands of the Rus­
sians.

The text of the statement reads: 
"Western front: In the region south-

Hail It as Declaration That 
Was Expected. towns wantonly bombarded by German 

ships; compensation for all injuries to 
life and property in air raids upon 
civilians in open towns and villages, 
compensation for merchant ships sunk

gowned and wigged Speaker stretched 
a long table on which lay the famous

London. Dec. 20.—Parliamentary ob­
servers who heard Premier LloydTRICK WOULDN’T WORK mace. To the Speaker's right wereGeorge's speech yesterday agree that no 

|platform so ambitious, so far-reaching 
I and so crowded with vital innovationsat the foot. Opposite them were ranged -----_
has ever been proposed to the British the members of the ministry, with cases; punishment, if necessary capital 
nation by any previous prime minister Reginald McKenna, Walter Runciman I punishment, of those in authority who 
in its history. Mr. Lloyd George was and Herbert Samuel at the end. Col. have ordered savage acts of repression 
guilty of one oversight, however. He Winston Spencer Churchill, a figure 

Ihad pronounced glowing eulogies of the | always bound to arouse Interest, if not 
New York. Dec. 20.—"A trick that army, and had almost finished his at the present moment a popular one, 

gion of Iezupole, Seletz and Bohorod- would not work" was the phrase app- : speech when Admiral Sir Hedworth 
plied to the German peace proposal by Meux, who was seated in uniform a 
Stephane Lauzanne, editor of Le Matin : few rows behind the speaker, called out: 
of Paris, after he had joyfully read the "What about the navy?" 
cabled reports of Lloyd George’s speech, was visibly embarrassed as he

sketch of what the Gen. Sir William Robertson, dressed 
in khaki, faced the Speaker from a

the members of the new cabinet, with 
A. Bonar Law and Sir Edward Carson

west of Brody (Galicia), the enemy, 
after bombarding our trenches with

knows full well that this announce­
ment means eternal war. unless it is in 
the power of the German command to 
bring it to an earlier termination than 
Lloyd George supposes."

The Tageblatt says it prefers to await 
the promised reply of the Entente, add­
ing: "For the present it appears that 
the gulf is very great between Lloyd 

! George's standpoint and that described 
from the German side, as the basis for 
peace."

The following is from the Socialist 
newspaper Vorwaerts: "Lloyd George| 
says that whoever wantonly prolongs 
the war will have a crime upon his 
soul. Do not these words imply strong 
self-condemnation. If England rejects 
the negotiations offered by the central 
powers?"

VON BISSING REPEATS
BELGIAN DEPORTATIONS

.by cruisers, submarines and mines; com­
pensation for lives sacrificed in all suchEditor of Le Matin Declares 

Germany Must Admit She 
Is Vanquished.

heavy artillery for half an hour, con­
ducted an attack in open formation upon
our position. He was driven into his 
trenches by our fire. Repeated enemy
attempts to attack our detachments also 
were unsuccessful.

"On the River Bystritsa, in the re-

and cruelty.
"When the Germans understand that

this indicates the kind of reparation we 
expected for the past," continued Baron 
Sheffield, "we will indicate the securi­
ties we demand for the future. As treaty 
obligations are treated by Germany as

sat next.
The Peers’ Gallery was filled withaczany Stare, our scouts having broken 

through barbed-wire intanglements at 
tacked the enemy's advanced posts and 
penetrated into Bohorodezany Stare. The 
enemy, after several men had been 
killed, fled in disorder, leaving some 
prisoners in our hands.

"In the wooded Carpathians recon­
naissances are being made by our strong 
scouting parties to the west and south 
of Mount Botochu."

Lords, who found the lower chamber 
The premier more engrossing than their own, and 

atoned the bulky form of the chief of staff, should demand, an-scraps of -paper, weHe said the British premier had cor- for his neglect by a 
senior service had done in keeping open

the with-tecedent to negotiations.feelings of all Stern Order Issued by Military | General Approbation Express-rectly interpreted the drawal of Germany's forces and those 
of her allies from all territory outside 
the limits of their former dominions.

"When the Germans assent and com­
ply with these terms we can begin to 
discuss any further agreement leading 
to peace, but not till then."

gallery packed with diplomats and rep­
resentatives of the colonies.

Greeted With Applause.
Just before 4 o'clock, while questions 

were being answered, Premier Lloyd

communications on the seas, and re­
Germany would comply with the pre- marked that the Germans had seldom 
mier’s suggestion that she state her ; given the British sailors the luxury of 
terms. He hardly thought that a peace , a stand-up fight.
conference would result from the ne- Solemnity Emphasized.
gotiations which Germany has attempt- The most skillful theatrical producer George stepped from behind the Speak- 
ed to start. He felt the war would could hardly have staged a more mov-|er’s desk and walked briskly to his 

ing act than that offered by the ex­
ternals of this historical passage in 
the House of Commons. The churchly 

be in a frame of mind that will make ! character of the chamber itself was 
discussion of peace worth while. She emphasized by the solemnity which 
does not admit it. Her professed at- rested on the scores of world-known 
titude is that of a victor. So what ! statesmen, generals and diplomats who 
would be the use of a conference? Noth- ! filled the floor and galleries. Before the men.

the Entente Allies. He did not believe

ed in Editorial Comment.Headquarters.
LEAVES DOOR STILL OPENWILL CAUSE HARDSHIPS

LITTLE DOING IN RUMANIA.
Berlin, Dec. 20.—The German of­

ficial statement on the eastern front 
sa ys:

'Rumanian Front, Front of Archduke 
Joseph—In the mountains on the east­
ern bank of the Golden Bystritza. sev­
eral attacks by Russian battalions re­
sulted in failure.

"Front of Field Marshal von Macken- 
sen: There is nothing new.

"There were no important develop­
ments on the eastern front.

"In Macedonia the artillery was more 
active at some places."

seat. Five minutes afterward his prede­
cessor, Mr. Asquith, appeared at the left 
of the dais and took his seat on a 
leather-covered bench across the table 
from his successor. Each was given a 
chorus of "Hear, hear," the common 
form of applause in the British Parlia-

have to go on for at least a year.
"For," he said, "not until Germany 

admits that she is vanquished will she
Possibility of Further Negotia­

tions Pleases Even Hyphen 
ated Press.

WAR REFUGEES FROM 
RUMANIA ADDING TO 
RUSSIA'S BURDENS

Many Have No Other Suit and 
Lots Have Been Bought 

For Christmas.Answers Senators' Protest by Worn-out 
German Excuses.

Havre, Dec. 20.—The reply of Gen. 
von Bissing, German governor-general 
in the occupied portion of Belgium, to 
the protests of Belgian senators and 
deputies now living in Brussels against 
the deportation of Belgians has been re­
ceived by the Belgian Government.

In it the German governor repeats the 
defence of his actions, so often given, 
saying that "a large part of the Bel- 

|glan laborers have abandoned work," 
that the long continuance of this situa- 

: tion "began to be felt in evil effects." 
! that "in collaboration with competent 

Belgian ministers, decrees against idle-

New York, Dec. 20. —Editorial com- 
ment on the speech of Premier Lloyd 
George in the British House of Com­
mons yesterday appears in the follow­
ing newspapers this morning:

Simple and Straightforward.
New York Tribune: The reply of the 

British prime minister to the German 
peace proposal was simple and straight, 
forward. It was the only reply that any 
responsible minister of an allied nation 
could make. It did not make war upon 
the idea of peace, but it did make clear 
that only one peace was possible and 
that was a peace which restored to full 
vigor that whole structure and body of 
international law and national right 
which Germany invaded two years and 
a half ago.

Might Have Been Expected.
New York Sun: The reply of the Allies 

is unanimous, and it is the reply that 
might have been expected The powers 
that recklessly made the war are not 
to set the hour of the peace or name 
Its terms for their own present conveni­
ence. The peace for which the Allies 
have been fighting, are fighting, and 
purpose to continue to fight, if need be, 
is a lasting peace with guarantees for 

(Continued on Page 5, Column 5.)

[Special to The Advertiser.]
Ottawa. Dec. 20.—No longer may little 

Johnnie Canuck parade about in a 
diminutive reproduction of the uniform 
of his soldier daddy. The order has 
gone forth from military headquarters 
that persons wearing uniforms which 
even resemble those of the military will 
be heavily fined or given terms in jail. 
The order is issued, it is said, especially 
to prevent parents dressing their chil­
dren of all ages in sundry khaki soldier 
uniforms of all ranks.

The above order will mean that hun­
dreds of London children will have to

ing could come of it. I do not expect I ----- - -----------------T
she will make any reply to the notes REDMAN nidi DMA PY 
of the Allies that will in any way sat- UChMAN DITLOMAUT 
Isfy them.i•

"I say her proposal was a trick that] OUTPOINTED IN DUEL 
WITH LLOYD GEORGE

FIRES WERE FREQUENT
IN PETERBORO PLANT Thousands Rendered Homeless 

by Invasion, Cross Border.
didn't work because neither the Allies ! 
nor the neutrals whom it was designed 
to impress have been deceived by it.

"The declaration of Mr. Lloyd George 
has been exactly what every French­
man expected it to be. There is not a 

|sentence, not a word, which a French- 
i man would not completely indorse."

Superintendent of Quaker Oats Com­
pany So Testifies at Provincial Probe.

Peterboro, Dec. 20.—W. H. Denham, 
superintendent of the Quaker Oats 
Company was the first witness called 
to give evidence at the investigation 

. , o . into the fire at the plant on December
nondent Of Premier S Speech. 11 which Provincial Fire Marshal E. P M Heaton opened in the city council

chamber this morning. F. S. Costigan,

VON HOLLWEG MUST 
BE MORE EXPLICIT

TO GET ANSWERS
CANNOT HANDLE ALL

So Cables American Corres- Despite All Efforts, the Ranks 
Have Been Thinned by 

Disease and Cold.
AJORITY OF DEPUTIES 
INDORSE PREMIER’S WORDS

ness were issued,” and that "the de­
crees were founded upon considerations 
of health and conform to the right, 
which, without doubt, subordinates a 
conquered people to the army of occu­
pation."

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE

back into "civvies," and there is ago
MUST TRY ONCE MORE hardship attached to this, be-of Toronto, is assisting the fire marshal 

as technical adviser. Twenty witnesses 
have been subpoenaed. This is not to 
be a prosecution nor a persecution, 
said the fire marshal. It is an inquiry 
simply for the purpose of finding out 
the origin and cause of the fire.

Mr. Denham said the insurance on 
the place was $1,200,000 but did not 
know where it was placed. He said 
he was convinced that the fire was 

Icaused by combustion of the dust that 
accumulated in the dryroom. "Puffs" 
were frequent occurrences but never 

■ considered dangerous The outbreaks 
of fire had always been easily extin­
guished.

certain
children who have beencause manyPremier, However, Escaped 

Snare of Abrupt Refusal.
running around in uniforms have that 
one suit and no other.

Scores of children were to have re-

Petrograd, Dec. 20—Via London. The 
passage across the Russian frontier of 
thousands of Rumanians, who have 
abandoned their houses and property| 
in the face of the invading Germans arid 
Bulgarians, has cast the shadow of a 
new refugee problem on the Russian 
Empire. These refugees have been 
pouring into Odessa, Kiev and other 
Southern Russian cities in a destitute 
and helpless condition, and present a 
problem which threatens to be more 
difficult than any which has confronted 
a belligerent power since the investon 
of Belgium.

Resources Taxed to Limit.
The magnitude of Russia’s economic 

burden is appreciable when it is con­
sidered that the country has received 
already since the beginning of the war 
a refugee population far exceeding the 
combined citizenship of the Scandinav-

French Parliamentarians Applaud When; 
He Answers Critics. Enemy, However, Will Have 

To Adopt Changed Policy 
To Be Successful.

ceived a uniform like their dad’s for 
DEPENDS ON DOMINIONS Christmas gifts, according to the cloth- DETENUS DOMINIONO ing stores, and the Government at Ot- 

________________________tawa is striking a serious blow at the

Paris. Dec. 20.—Premier Briand metTHIS IS THE BRITISH VIEW his critics in the Senate yesterday and 
carried with him the applause of quite
two-thirds of the Chamber. A vote of 
confidence was not taken, because none 
will be proposed until after the secret 
sessions, the first of w) h began after 
the premier had replie to a series of 
accusations by Senator Berenger of 
Guadeloupe.

Empire-Wide Gathering, Announced by business of Santa Claus. At the same 
Premier, Up to Colonies,|time, say the clothiers, there is nothing

A
Press of England Sounds a 

Chorus of Approval to Lloyd 
George’s Speech.

New York, Dec. 20.— Cabling from 
London last night. Arthur S. Draper, 
correspondent of the Tribune, says:

Reparation for the past and security 
for the future—these were the key­
notes of the reply made by Premier 
Lloyd George in the House of Commons 
today on behalf of Great Britain and 
her allies to Germany’s peace pro- 
posais. ,

If Germany is honest and sincere in 
her desire for peace, theft Lloyd George’s 
reply must be interpreted as an ap­
preciable step forward, a distinct ad­
vance over the position which faced the

like the demand this season there was 
In 1915.

"I won’t, take the little uniforms off 
my two boys, because if I did, they 
would have to go about without suits at 
all," said the wife of a soldier who is 
serving in London’s Own "I bought 
them uniforms because it pleased their

London, Dec. 20.—At a meeting of the 
Empire Parliamentary Association to­
day, Walter Hume Long, secretary of 
state for the colonies, said that the1 
time of holding the imperial conference| 
mentioned by Premier Lloyd George in ! 
his speech yesterday depended on the( 
overseas dominions, Their premiers, he 
added, were engaged in work as stren­
uous and anxious and as important as 
that of those in the home Government.

Premier Briand reproached Parlia­
ment for making it difficult for the min­
isters to do their work in the present 
grave period, and said that as for him-

London. Dec. 20.—Premier Lloyd|
George’s reply to the German’s peace| THE WEATHER MAY BAR LIQUOR ADS.

FROM ONTARIO PAPERS
proposal meets with a chorus of ap­
proval in the British press, and the daddy and pleased them. They will be 

absolutely disgraced if they are told they 
cannot wear their khaki any more. The 
Government is very late in telling us 
we shall not dress our children in the 
uniform. Surely they will not make us

that if Germany I self he was ready to transfer his re- 
the sponsibilities at any time. He took

LOCAL TEMPERATURES.
Following were the highest and lowest 

temperatures recorded In London during 
the 24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last 
night: Highest, 20; lowest, 2.

The official temperatures for the 12 
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were: 
Highest, 26; lowest, 19.

TOMORROW—COLDER.
Toronto, Dec. 20.-8 a.m. 

Forecasts.
Light snowfalls today. Thursday- 

North and northwest winds and becom­
ing colder.

Temperatures.

general comment.Is
really wants peace she will, when the 
joint reply of the Allies is received, state terms which can form a basis of | the Entente Allies to the Teutonic peace 
discussion. The Manchester Guardian

Premier Lloyd George has not shut.
the door on peace with that resounding. The galleries were so crowded that 
clans for which some of his less well members complained of the efforts of the 

lanced supporters in the press have belated ticket-holders to gain access to 
eon listening. It is true . insisted on I the Chamber. The secret sessions may 

in. LORRlbllty of accepting the Ger- I continue for two or three days.

SPIRITED ARTILLERY DUEL UI IIIIILM nittsssttE DOSE
The German chancellor must be both
more modest and more explicit before

occasion to announce that the reply of

Provincial Government Expected to 
Introduce Legislation Along This 

Line.

HOTEL FOOD CONTROL 
BRANDED AS FAULTY

proposal would be handed over for countries, while the resources of thewarring nations a week ago.
This is Lloyd George’s day. He com­

pletely dominates the situation. To- 
night people are saying that while 
he was selected for premier as a -war­
maker, he is just as capable as a peace­
maker. His first speech as premier 
showed broadness of mind, keen vision

iantransmission by neutral powers tomor- 
row.

because that wouldbeen taxed to the utmost throw them away.country have I do not thinkto provide for the wandering peoples 
whose homes have fallen within enemy 
lines.

The wretched condition of the refu­
gees has been steadily improved through 
the systematic efforts of the Russian 
Government working through the vari­
ous refugee committees. These com­
mittees. looking beyond the immediate 
necessities, are succeeding in distribut­
ing the migratory population throughout 
the interior, encouraging their coloniza­
tion in fertile agricultural districts, and 
given them work in making boots, all 
sorts of clothing and other immediately 
marketable articles. A great number of 
these refugee products are now in use 
by the military and civil population.

Many Victims of Disease.
Despite all efforts, however, the enor­

mity of the task has defeated all efforts 
to adequately handle the gigantic mi­
gration of people brought about by the 
war. The refugee ranks have been In­
evitably thinned by disease and many 
have fallen victims to cold, lack of 
proper food and clothing and the insan­
itary conditions which are bound to ac­
company the sudden unloading of a 
vast additional population on a country 
at war.

be a real hardship.
many children whose fathers are not in 
khaki are wearing the suits."

Some of the merchants here have 
quite heavy stocks of these suits on 
hand.

Succession of Meals or of Course Ren- 
dering It Useless.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
Toronto. Dec. 20. Considerable

tightening of prohibition screws in On­
tario is foreshadowed by the appoint­
ment of W. D. McPherson, K.C., to 
the post of provincial secretary of On­
tario in the place of Hon W. J. 
Hanna. This post carries with it the 
administration ot the liquor laws of 
the province.

It is expected that the Ontario Gov- 
ernment will shortly introduce legis- 
lation prohibiting publication ot liquor 
advertising in Ontario newspapers 

|Mail order liquor houses, located in 
New York, Michigan and Quebec have 
been occupying many columns lately.

The prohibitionists have complained 
to the Government that this does not 
help temperance in this "dry" prov­
ince any.

It is significant that the Mail and 
Empire, the chief Government organ in

London, Dec. 20.—According to some 
of the newspapers, two days’ experience 
of the first food control measure, which| 
regulates the number and nature of 
courses served in hotels and restaurants, 
has been sufficient to prove it futile. 
They say that not only has it failed to 
check consumption but that, in many 
instances, it has increased it. It is 
claimed that there is no supervision 
and that many customers, finding that 
they can indulge in several servings of 
the same dish without having more 
than one course counted against them, 
have availed themselves freely of this 
loophole. Moreover there is nothing 
to prevent anyone from taking a succes­
sion of meals in different places. The 
papers urge food tickets or a tax on 
hotels and restaurant bills, as in Paris.

MORE CANADIAN GOLD.
New York. Dec. 30.—Gold to the 

amount of $8,200,000, imported from 
Canada, was deposited in the assay of­
fice here today to the account of J. P.

|Morgan & Co.

SQUIRE RECOVERS.—Squire Chit- 
tich. who has been indisposed for the 
past two months with bronchitis, was 
at the court house today for the first 
lime since his illness.

case was reportedand skillful diplomacy.
If Germany intended her offer as an| 

embarrassment to the Allies, then the 
kaiser and Bethmann-Hollweg have! 
been outpointed in their first duel with| 
the leader of the new government.

Germany must try again, but must

Some time ago. a
where a boy, dressed in a miniature uni­
form, was begging on the plea that his 
father was a soldier and his mother 
in want, while in truth his father had 
never been in the army. This is the 
only case of the kind known.

BRAVE 38 BELOW COLD
TO HEAR SIR ROBERT

were the highest andThe followingCONTINUING AT VEBD 21 hourslowest temperatures for the
|previous to 8 a.m., today:he can expect any favorable answer to 

his Invitation But the real danger in 
situation which hie offer created 

wis that the Allies, this country in par- 
ticular, might be led into an abrupt re- 
fusal, not merely of the actual invita- 
lion, but of any proposal to discuss 
peace terme. This spare Lloyd George 

has avoided.
The Guardian says that as the speech 
(Continued on Page 11, Column 3.)

MORATORIUM EXTENDED

High. 
.. 46 
.. 14 
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Low.
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Weather 
Cloudy 
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Cloudy 
Snow 
Cloudy 
Snow 
Cloudy 
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Cloudy 
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Victoria .- 
Calgary .. 
Winnipeg ■

Heavy Battery Engagements Reported 
by French War Office.

come in a different frame of mind. But 
if reports of the feeling and conditions 
within the Central Powers are any 
criterion of th© true situation, a sec- 0 

18 
24 
20 
25
26 
20
18 
14 
30

Paris, Dec. 20.—Heavy artillery fight- 
mg continues on the Verdun front, the 
war office announces this afternoun. 
During the night the engagements were 
most spirited in the vicinity of Louve- 
mont and Chambrettes.

The text follows
"There was nothing to report last 

Inight other than heavy artillery ex­
changes in the region of Louvemont 
and Chambrettes."

Port Arthur‘ 
Parry Sound •• 
Port Stanley •• 
Buffalo • •••' 
Toronto............

■Kingston..........
Ottawa • • ••••

ond peace offer will not be long 
coming.

In
Brandon Turns Out Despite Weather 

for Closing Meeting.DECREASING SERVICE, 
INCREASING FARES, TO Brandon, Man., Dec. 20.—Notwith­

standing the early hour of 9 o'clock, and 
a temperature of 38 below zero, Brandon

CURTAIL ALL TRAFFIC Montreal ••
; Quebec -........
Father Point ■* 

_ Below zero. 
Weather

turned out in force at the Arena this Ontario, this morning gives notice that 
morning to hear Sir Robert Borden and It will carry no more liquor ads. The 
R. B. Bennett, M.P., director-general of World,

France to Provide Three Months More 
of It.

London, Dec. 20—With a view to cur­
tailing travel and thus enabling Brit­
ish railways to use more rolling stock 
for war and food purposes, it has been 
decided to decrease, after the first of 
the year, the number of passenger 
trains and to increase fares fifty per 
cent. This will not apply to workmen’s 
tickets or to season tickets for distances 
not exceeding 40 miles. This decision 
was announced by the Government in 
the House ot Commons today.

Notes. nominally Governmentalso
The disturbance which was off the 

of Nova Scotia yesterday has 
loved eastward toward Newfoundland, 
nd a shallow trough of low pressure 

a moving slowly across the Great 
Lakes, while an area of high pressure 
and very cold weather covers the 
Western Provinces. Light snow has 
fallen in the Maritime Provinces and in 
Western Ontario.

Dec. 20.—An extension of the does likewise. Both carryParis, national service. It was the closing 
meeting on the prairies of a campaign 
across the continent undertaken in the 
cause of national service. Two trains 
from neighboring towns swelled the 
audience to away over three thousand. 
The meeting was necessarily brief, as 
the party entrained at half-past 10 for 
Toronto. Premier Norris was present.

supporting.GERMAN STATEMENT.
Berlin, Dec. 20.—Via Sayville wire- 

less —Following is the German official 
|statement of today:

"Western front: On the Somme and 
the Aisne, in the Champagne and on 
the east bank of the Meuse, in iso­
lated sectors, there were at times 
strong artillery bombardments and pa­
trol activity. __ __________

three months frommoratorium for these notices in columns adjoining an­
nouncement of McPherson’s appoint­
ment.

STEAMERS ARRIVED.

January 1 is provided in a decree pub- 
lished today in the Journal Officiel. 
The decree Is accompanied by a note 
from the minister of commerce, stating 
that there remains unpaid only 1,340,- 
000,000 of a total of 4.480,000,000 francs 
of paper benefiting from the morator­
ium. which was held by the Bank of 
France in August of 1914.

BOURSE HOURS CHANGE.
Paris, Dec. 19.—The bourse will be 

open from 12:30 p.m. 2:80 p.m. from 
January I, instead of from noon to 
3 p.m.

From.
.... Glasgow

....New York

Steamer. 
Sardinian

At. 
Boston
Bordeaux. ... Espagne 
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