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out his ideas, we can bat piece together scatteied acts and say-
ings, an<l must be content with a result on which we cannot
dogmatise. This I tried to do in Qiieeii'K Qimrtcrtii for July,
.908, tnking a-! my text a compilation of the various scattered
reports of his speech on 9th December, 1762, on the Prellmi-
nriries of the Poace of Paris; let us now see what can be learn-
ed from his attitude on one or two later questions.

When in 1769, after his long illness, Chatham returned to
the Hmi.st, he found that the American situation had greatly
altered for the worse. It was not so much that anything had
been done, as that feelings on both sides had become exas-
perated

; the r.ttle rift had widened into a chasm. Power was
falling, as often in time of discontent, into the hands of ex-
tremists. For the cry of " No taxation without -cpresenta-
tion," the color.i.?ts, in part at least, had substitu' ,d the more
om'ious watchword, "No legislation without representation."
In m.. y an American heart the desire for complete independ-
ence was beginning to grow conscious. In Great Britain too
the feeling had grown bitter. American lawlessness had
roused the spirit of Imperial domination, the spirit that brooks
no doubt of its mastery. "America must fear you before she
c/.n love you," said Lord North in November, 1768, in the de-
bate on the address, "I am against repealing the last Act of
Parliament, securing to us a revenue out of America. I will
never think of repealing it, till I see America prostrate at my
feet." ''We can grant nothing to the Americans," said in 1769
Lord Hillsborough, Secretary of State for the Colonies, a new
office created in 1768, "except what they may ask with a halter
round their necks." "They are a race of convicts," said Dr.
Johnson, "and ought to be thankful for anything we allow
them short of hanging." Againat this, which there can be
little doubt was the dominant feeling in the nation, Pitt stood
firm. He realised at once the importance to the Empire of the
American colonies, and their uselessness if kept by force. All
through these years.his great desire was to get back to the days
before 1763, when things were running smoothly; to repeal
the obnoxious Acts; to get time for deliberation; and then
calmly and quietly to make such arrangement , between loving
mother and dutiful daughter as should seem best. Unlike most
of the Whigs, he makes no attempt to palliate the lawless-


