
4 OIK F.IUCATIONAL TAST ANH rUKSENT.

i,vr a.l.Uti..nal ri-lits and piivik-vs wc-ve accnnlra f llu'ia;—

(ITt.^ liK-n. Nvas ..ntiT.sU.l the sekvti.m nt al! .MlucatKU.al

..mccrs ai-iM-iiitc! l,v tl.c ( ;.,vcnii.K-nt, snrl. as schn..l uisi..'(t..rs,

pr„tVss..is of nnviual s.lu.nls. tlic inenil^ers ..t Im-uhIs ..t rx-

luni.R.rs, and, apparently, a secretary ..t tl>e department.

\ext after the iMPWer of independent aetion, this is, peiliaps,

U,e ni..st important function of the I'rotestant Committee-

firt hecae.se it r-moves these r.hicational appointments troiu

the arena of pra.^tical politic^, and (2) l^ecause, hy ]. ac.n|^ tlie

choice of tliese officers f..r I'rotestant institutions m the hand,

of the I'rotestant CommiUee, an important guarantee lias i.een

.riven that these appointments will he made n. a manner accept-

ahle to the I'rotestant minority. And althou-h it is not stated

in the law that one of the two se-retaries of the Department ot

Vuhlic Instrncli.m shall he a I'rotestant, this is practicahy

«;ecurei" hv the method of ai)pointmeiit.

The second new privilecre accorded the I'rotestant ( ommittee,

thou.'h hardlv inferior to the precedino- ,me has never l.een

called into active exercise except in an imhrect way. llie

Committee is authorized to receive, hv donati.m, U^-acy or

„therwise, nioiiev or other property for the purposes ot educa-

tion : and f..r this inirpnse the Conniiittee has all the powers of

a hodv iiolitic or corporate.
. , -.

Tiie (lovernment has placed at the cre.ht of the ( ommittc^N

for the puiToses of education, ditVerent sums, froin time to

time, ami.untino- in all t<. ahout S!)0,000, hut, apart from tins,

the Committee has never lieen .'ailed upon to exercise this

particular function; and I hope to he ahle to show, hetore I

have finished, that the present state of our educational svstem

dcniaiuls that this parti<-ular function of the 1 rotestant (om-

niittee shall he laouohl into active exercise without ^^^^^y-

Let us now hrietlv review the use winch the 1
oti'stant

C.mmiltce has ma.le' of these new P'wevs a"d
l';-';'';,"-^^'^-

Their first meeting was h-dd in April, 1S,(. and l.etoie the

cul nf Uecemher came round ei-lit meetin-s ..f the ( ommittee

had lurii hehl, and almost every part of the educational work

of the Province ha.l he.m called up for review by the (om-

mittee These weiv the -.,od oU times of our short educational

hisi„rv no written examinations for teacher.s or puiuls: no

special inspection of superi..r scho..ls (indee.l, there seems to be

some ,|Uesiion as f. the existeii-e of superi-a- schools in the

couutv districts at that thne) ; m. Hst of text-l)ooks ; m; course

nf siu'dv. no iv-ulations for the ^^midance of ins].ectors, teac leis,

parents or pupils: no special statistics of I'r.^testant schools as


