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four hours, often destroys tlie finest crop, has powerfully con-
tribiittHJ to mtike its cultivation cease in Louisiana.

Tins culture has been replaced in all the low parts of the
colony by that of sugar, whose easy sale insures to the inha-
bitants a more certain and not less profitable revenue, i^urin--
the dreadful troubles that depopulated St. Domingo, the dis-
persed mlmbUants sought in all parts means of escaping the
miserv which pursued them. Some thought that J.ow<r
J.ouisiana, where no trials of cultivating sugar had been made,
would produce it in abu. dance, and that the climate, although
subject to sharp frosts, would, however, perm t them to manu-
facture it with advantage.

The sugar manufactured there is good, but inferior to that
of the more southern colonies. The reason is, that the canes,
instead of being ripened by heat, are forced bv the white frosts'
which never fail to take place in December, "'i'hese frosts have
two inconveniencies ; first, to diminish the quality of the canes,
which cannot remain more than nine months in ilie ground ; the
second, to destroy the crop, when too early.

AiiUMig the natural productions of Southern Louisiana, I must
particularly notice the wax-tree. Although it has never yet
been much attended to, it cannot be doubted, tliat the wax
will become an important article of cc imerce. A IVench
chemist, who l.id resided for many years at IS'ew York, dis-
tovered a simple and cheap process to render it as white
as that of bees. The approbation which he received from the
United States, nmst add to the value of this tree, and the pro-
pagation of it in all parts of America where the climate is fa-
vourable.
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N1^ FAV Orleans, at which I arrived in six weeks, does not
UitTii u iuvuuiabi* dvacripuvu, A\i iinit cuii be ^uid in def-ute


