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Hiving onrfelves at leaft, if we could but

prevent her from ovcrfetting
(^
which veffeh

are apt to do when full of water) till we
could make the ifland of St. John's, or

fome other ifland in the gulph. Having
no guns on deck, and not much lumber,

to render the fhip top«heavy, we contrived

to prevent her irom overfetting by keep-

ing her direftly before the wind ; though

not without fome difficulty, as from the

little way flie made through the water,

the waves frequently wafl"ied ciear over

the decks. Befides taking care to keep

the veffel fteady, we took every precau-

tion to fecure our boat from being waftied

overboard, the lofs of which would in our

prefent circumftances be a terrible mif^

fortune. We had little or no water in the

cabin, by its being raifed above the level

of the main deck ; this afforded us fome
flieltcr from the feverity of the weather,

finding it unneceflary to have any more
than one man upon deck, to govern the

helm, and keep the fliip diredly before

the wind, who was fattened by a rope to

prevent his being carried away by the

waves,
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