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could not condemn you to lofe, for that be-?

longed to your enemies ; they could not dif-

mifs you the fervice, becaufe you was a prifoner

of war taken in a military capacity, and as

fuch mud be exchanged upon the cartel ;

they could not degrade you, becapfe the

Americans had a right to receive in ex-

change for you an officer of rank equal to

that which you poffefled at the time that you

furrendered up your arms. It is therefore

very clear, that a trial under thefe circum-

ftances would have been a mockery of juftice;

a trial without evidence; a condemnation

without puniftiment ; a viol^^ion of the rules

of war ', and a very grofs infringement of the

law of nation?.

Your flay in this country anfwering there-

fore no efFedual purpofe, the Secretary at

War figniikd to you, that ** his Majefly judg,

ing your prefence material to the troops de-

tained prifoners in New England under the

convention of Saratoga, he wiihed you to re-

pair to Bofton as foon as your health (hould

be reftored." You had before ufed the free-

dptn of differing from the judgment of the

Board


