
PLAIN T R U T II,

n pcrfe(ft knowledge of it: a being, in fliorf, wliofe hnp-

ptnefs ihould be independent of us, and who would ne-

vcfthclefs employ iifelf about us. It \s the province of

Gods to ni.iVc laws for men," With the utmoft deference

to ihe celebrated RoufTeau, I cannot indeed imagine, that

laws even fo copOru'^ed, would materially benefit our

imperfect race, unl fs Oninifcience deif»ned previoufly tQ

e^.ah our nature. The judicious reader will therefore per-

ceive, that inalevolence only is re^iuifite to declaim againfi',

aid arraign the moll perfect governments. Our poliiical

quack avails himfelf of this trite expedient, to cajole

the people into the moft abje(^ flavery, under the delufivr

name of independence. His firfl indecent attack is againft

the Englilh conflirution, which, with all its impeifediions,

is, and ever will be, the pride and envy of mankind. To
this panegyric involuntarily our author fubfcribes, by grant-

ing individuals to be fafer in England, than in any other

part of Europe. He indeed infidioufly attributes this

pre-eminent excellency to the conlVitution of the people,

rather than to our excellent conftitution : to fuch con-

temptible fubterfuge is our author reduced. I would a(k

him, why did not the conftitution of the people afford

thcni fuperior fafety, in the reign of Richard the third,

Henry the eighth, and other tyrannic princes i Many pages

might indeed be filled with encomiums bellowed on our

excellent conftitution by illuftrious authors of different

nations.

This beautiful fyftem (according to Montefquieu) our

conftitution is a compound of monarchy, ariftocracy, and

democracy. But it is often faid, that the fovereign, by

honours and appointments, influences the commons. The
profound and elegant Hume agitating this queftion, thinks,

to this circumftance, we are in part indebted for our fu-

preme felicity ; iince, without fuch controul in the crown,

bur conftitution would immediately degenerate into de-

mocracy ; a government which, in the fequel, I hope to

prove ineligible. Were I afked marks of the beft govern-^

mcnt, and the purpofe of political fociety, I would reply,

the encreafe, prefervation, and profperity of its members ;

in no quarter of the globe arc ^thofe marks fo certaioly".•''".
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