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On this fuppofition, which the Americans in general

feem to have adopted as the true ftate of the cafe,

the great queftion is,-

—

Pf^hat method the colonies ought

in mfdem to purfue^ in order to get rid of the duty ?

Different meafures have been already taken, in the

different colonies, to avoid the operation of the a6b.

In South-Carolinay the obnoxious tea was landed -, but

the inhabitants formed a refohition, to which they

have the virtue punctually to adhere, not to fpur-

chafe it. Happy would it have been for the colo-

hies, if this meafure had been univerfalLy taken ! In

that cafe, we fliould (till have enjoyed tranquility,

uninterrupted by feditious alarms-, and the black,

cloud, charged with ftorm and thunder,, that nowi
darkens our land, would not have collected.

In molt of the other colonies, the tea was not
fuffered to enter their ports-, but it was fent back
unhurt. This indeed, in all its circumftances, muft

be confidered as a kind of infult upon government;

but yet it was fuch a fpecies of miftjehaviour, as,

in all probability, the nation would ha/e overlooked,

and many of the friends of America would have

thought worthy of commendation. But, as the

evil genius of the colonies would have it, the tea

that was fent to Bojion^ was neither ftored, nor fent

back, but outrageoufly deftroyed by the hands of

violence. _s...

Whatever may ht thought of configning, or

fending back the tea, there are but few people fa

abandoned to all fentiments of fitnefs, propriety,

and juftice, as to think the deftrudion of it excufe-

able-, and the government at home, as all govern-

ments would in the like cafe, thought it unfuffera-

ble.—It was foon determined, to inflidt an exemplary

punifhment upon the town that was guilty of fuch
":
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