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1 7. Every justice oitiio peace wlio is anxious lo preserve

the honour of the laws, wifl never discouraj^e appeals a-

gaiiist his own convictions,or many way oh-lruct or influ-

ence the (locisioii of such appeals: and as often as the let-

ter or spi it of the law appears to him to have borne
with undue -.overitv on i!uli\ iduals,or famiHos,he will be-

nevolently ascertoiu the extenuatinj^ circumstances of

the case, an! !)ii.i :; theia in due form before the bench in

sessi ))is, or hefore the ;;iMn(.l jury at the assizes, in order

that tlie suiferins party hih \ thiongh their i (commenda-
tion to t*»e proper authority, obtain the roval pardon.

18. A discrttet n)aj>i,s(rate will, on all occn.' ions, avoid

mixin<5 in -Ij^cisions that involve his persouil i«ilerert8,his

fami'vv'o.'! I'^^viims, his friciMlships, or his l.nown or latent

enmifies Ju ni! such case>>,he ouj^ht mn^ taniinousiy to

retire from the bench at sessions, or to vv.l-' one or more
of the noi';jhl)ounng maj^istrates into his ji.iisdiction. !!«

should rci!io.mhf,r that Ins character will iu» in a state of

hazard \» 'leiievcr his pr^diUictions as a piivute man, a

pohticinii, or a llieo!o<i;ian, interfere wit a the intlepen-

dence ot lis ju(.ljj;nients as a magistrate

JO. A oaterual magistrate will do iiore jjood in his

neighbout hood by his advice and exc-mpic, than by tht

force of uit !u)rity and coercion. Heshon'il lend his coun-
tenance to the virtuous, and his protect! .-i to ti)e unfortu-

nate j b.it, ;il)ove all, he should set ago ul example in his

own coriduct, and exact it from all in ini-'iarity beneath
him; because he can never punish vviti} i 'I'pct any vices

which he piactiscr> himself,or tolerate^ in Ids ngeuts;and
their combined example will prove more powerful than
all the instruments ofjudicial terroi*.

20. A justice of the peace, holding a commission from
a constitutional King of England, ai;M iii:^ authuiity un-
der the nuld laws of En<?;land, will always feei that his

power is conferred for the purpose of increasing the hap-
piness of all who . ^ subject to his cognizance,and wjtli-

in his jurisdiction, that he is the guardian of the public

morals, a conservator of the peace, r.nd protector of th«

public and personal rights of the people; and that it

much depends on the wisdom and pnidence of justices

of the peace, whether the social compact which binds
the people into one nation, under one ruler, and on*-

oode of laws> serve as % cursi or a blessing.
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