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of attentions were showered upon him: he was ])ermitted to quarter tl.o royal arms witli

his own, which consisted of a pfroup of golden islands amid azure billows; and reccivo<l

the substantial gratuity of 1,000 doblas of gold from the royal treasury, besides the premium

promised to the person who first descried land. But that which pleased Columbus most

were the preparations of the court for further discoveries, on a scale befitting their im-

portance. The complement, of the new fleet was originally fixed at 1,200 pereons, but was

eventually swollen to 1,500, and many who joined were persons of rank and distinction

among the royal household. The squadron counted no less than seventeen vessels.
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The first accounts transmitted to Spain from this j^rand expedition were of the most

sanguine description. But in less than two years from the commencement of this second

voyage very different stories reached the home country. It was true that on the voyage

Columbus had made further discoveries of a grand natiu-e—the islands of Jpmaica, Guada-

loupe, and the Caribbee Islands. But rumours, and more than rumoui-s, had reached tlie

Court of the most alarming discontent and disaffection in the colony of Hispaniola, while

the actual returns of a practical and commercial nature were us yet exceedingly small.

The real secret was, however, that mutiny, jealousy, and distrust of Columbus as a

foreigner, had sprung up among th(! Spanish adveiitur-'rs, most, or at lv.as, many, of whom

were little fitteil for vougli life in a new covmtry. They were like the miscellano.)>is

crowds who in our own day have gravitated towards the gold and dian^;>ud fields, a largo

number of whom expect to make gigantic fortunes without special effort, and in a vfry

short space of tine. The hidalgoo? and cavaliers, of whom there was a too brge proportion

on the expedition, covld not bend then\selves to obey Columbus, whom they deeme<l an

upstart. Prescott, who lias collated more carefully than any other writer the many

authorities on the subject, .hows that the Spaniards indulged in the most wanton licence

in -egard to tlio unoffending natives, who in the simplicity of their hearts had rcceivetl

the white m"n as messengers from heaven. A genersil resistance had, however, >vi

m

followed, which letl to a war of extermination. In hss than four years after the Spaniards

had set foot on San Domingo, one-third of its native iwpulatio; , amounting, accoitling to


