
territory lyiiij: brlwccn t^ic parallels of 4'3° niui

>'"i't°4l)' is I'lcai'iy aiul iinqMcstiontilily ours, I sliall,

ilunliirr, vdte tor triviiii; to (irrat Britain sudi
iKitico as is now before this House, in the most
[uonipt uianni r.

I shall not (htain llic House, nor worry my
readers with a lenulliy recital of the overwliehnini;'

array of facts and ar;;innents which liave been
l'niui;lit to l;ear in suiipnrt of our title. Tlie clear

and conclusive ars^mnents of our distinmnshed
Secretary of Slate, together with the unanswered
and unansweralile speeches of a nuniher of gentle-

men on this flocu', have left not a cloud, not a speck

of doulit upon my nmid as to the validity of our !

title to all the ()r( ;j;on eotnury .snuth of the parallel
[

of ;)40 4(l'. It is" admitted, 'on all sides, that the I

title to the, whole of this country was in Spain un-
|

til the year ]7!)(). In that year," tiie notctl treaty of i

Nootka Scmnd was <>ntcred into between .Spain and
;

Great Britain; iuid upon the provisions of that
|

treaty, the latter now founds her riijht to the soil. I

A moment's examination of the objects of that

treaty will sliow most clearly, as 1 conceive, that

the whole ]ireteuded title will be found to rest on
one siiiijle W(n'(l, and that word is, " settlement,"

as used in the 3d article of tiie treaty of iS'ootka.

That treaty was ]inrely commercial in eliaracter,
I

in intent, and meanini;. Itccmtcrred on citizens and i

siil)jects of Great Britain the riirht to "carry (Ui
j

• their fisheries in the Pacific, ocean, and in llie
'

' south seas, or in landing; on the coasts of those

'seas, in ])!aees not already occupied, for the pur- !

' pose of earryin^'on their commerce witli the na- i

' lives," and to make " settlements" in pUices not I

already occupied. In short, tiie olijr.cl in cnteriiii:;
|

into this treaty was tlie obtainiui;- the riL;lil to fish
j

in S|)anisli witters, iiunt on Spanish iirouiuls, and
,

trade with the Indians ujion those jjjrounds; bnsi-
j

ness which could not be successfully conducted
|

without the riglit to make, at least, temporary
' setilemimts." Had the jiarty to whom such

j

commercial grants were made been residini; near,

or witliiji a few hundred miles—instead of twenty- !

live thousand miles, as was really the case in tliis

in.'itance—from this country, tlie rif^ht to make
•' settlements" would not liave been absolutely

necessary to the prosecution of the trade, which
Wiis the object of the treaty. Tlie power to make
"settlements" was, therefore, necessary to the

carrying out of the l)efore-granted rights, viz: to

fish, liunt, and traile with the natives: without

this power, or right, all the other granted iirivi-

leges would have been worthless. But, di(i tliis

right to make " setilemcnts" give a right to the

soil.' A.S well might we contend that the right,

by common lease, to take possession of a tract of

land, on which to cultivate rye, corn, wheat, &c.,

•would give aright to the soil. Sir, Spain never

thought for a moment that she had given Great

Britain any other than commercial riglits; nor did

the then ablest .statesmen of England view it in any
other light. Were it necessiu'y, or were I dis-

posed to consume time, I could produce the united

testimony of nil Spanish authority, of the most

learned and distinguished men of those days, in

Great Britain ftnd of the whole world, to sustain

nie|in tlie interpftation whicli I have gi^;en this

famous treaty of Nootka Sound. I say, then,

that England ha.s no right whatever to tlie soil.

The title wos in Spain, and in her alone, to all the

country south of the parallel of .')40 40', until tlie

•J3d day of February, 1^1!), when, by the trfiuy

coinnioidy called the " Klm-ida treaty," sluM'(il!.|l

all her rights north of i'OP of parallel to the Uni-

ted States; and, by virtue of that treaty, 1 huld

that our riu:ht to the whole territory up to 5404^1

is " clear and indisputable." Ens:laiid havnii;li.ii

the commcr<;ial rights which she had acfpjired by

the treaty of Nootka by '.he war which suliso.

tpicntly (in 171)4,1 believe) occurred ;ji;iwt'cii hir

and Spain, would not now have even the riglu 10

" lmnt,fisli and trade," but for the bungling dipln.

macy of our Government in 1827, w'.ien the con-

sent was given to renew the treaty of 1818. This

error of the past must be corrected—the people di-

maiid it; let us do our duty, and falter not.

But, sir, I must pass on from the question „\

title, uiwn which there seems to be little or no dif

ference of opinion, to the objections which liav..

lieen urged against the giving o) this notice.

There are a few who difl'er frmn us—honestly, 1

doubt not—on this single point, -.vlio, neverlhcless.

stand by us on the point of title. And, althnui-h

1 never have heretofore, nor can I now, see wliy

we should not assert our right to that which nil

acknowledge to be ours, yet, when I look to tlie

high source from which some of the objections nii-

anate, I am idmost led to pause, and once more re-

view the ground. I listened, with great altentinn.

to the remarks of the very learned and distiiisuish-

cd gentleman fnmi Virginia, (Mr. Hunter,) for

who.se honor, intlcxible integrity, and sterling' n-

triotism, no one, in or out of this House, entertains

a more profound respect than I do; but, sir,icuc!i

as I respect his opinions generally, on this qiicrtion

I am constrained to dilVer with him. We arc ml-

monished by the gentleman, that the cost of arnii-

.'lict with Great Britain would be immense, and.

as the giving of the notice, in his opinion, wnuii!

lead to war, he thinks the cost of su<'h a war slmulii

be calculated before giving the notice. Sir,alllii)uli:i

w"e agree ns to the great cost of a conllict wiih 1

a great nation, and have given it a passing notice,

yet we have not counted the cost; we have nui

mad(! a strict mathematical calculation as to the

number of dollars and cents it may require in

maintain our rights and our honor. Such calcu'ii-

tions, I humbly conceive, are not proper .subjecis

for consideration when either the one or tiie 01 u'

is involved. I hail from a State where fnw .n-

knowledge the faU^e and bloody code of honor, nn

do they boast of their patriotism and their chivalry;
j

but let me assure you, that they will not .stop 10

count the dollars nor blood it may cost to mamtaiii
|

the rights and sacred honor of our common coun-

try. The cost! the cost! In the name of God, liaH

it come to this, that the propriety of maintai!iiii;|

our rights must be weighed in the balance of "fil-

thy lucre!" Shades of our sires, forbid it!

It has been allcsed, in the cour.se of this deba!°, I

that if a war .should result from o.ur actions upoiij

this subject, it would become a war of "opin-|

imis,"—a " war of systems;" and, as our "opin-

ions" and " systems" of Government are nnia;.'a-j

nistic to monarchy and despotism, all Euroiif

would be arrayed against us. I doubt not that. I

were we to make such an issue direct, the ri.sl(l

might be worthy of consideration. Would the I

givino; of this notice, or the maintenance of our I

just rights, be construed as an attack on "systems'


