
PROPHETS OF UNREST. (UI.J

int'iits in cuiniiiunisiu liuvo been inadc tijxhi tliis continont hy

visionaries of dill'ereiit kinds, from the founders of Broolv K;ina

to tliose of the Oneida Coiinnunity and the Sliakers. '^riiey have

faih'd utterly, exce})l in the one oi' two cases wliere tlie ruh' of

eelibaey lias been enforced, and the niendjers, having no wives

or children to maintain, and being themselves of a specially in-

dustrious and frugal class, have n\ide enough and more than

enough for their own su])|)ort. Barrack life, without tlu' home,

has also been a condition of success. The Oneiila Community,

the most prosperous of all, had moreover a dictator. So it is

with regard to competition, that other social fiend of this and

all Uto])ians. Nobody will deny that competition has its ugly

side. But no other way at present is known to us of sustaining

the })rogress of industry and securing the best and cheapest prod-

ucts. It is surely a stretch of pessimistic fancy to describe the

industrial world under the competitive system as a horde of wild

beasts rending each other, or as a Black Hole of Calcutta, " with

its press of maddened men tearing and trampling one aiiotlu'r in

the struggle to win a place at the breathing holes." It is surely

going beyond the mark to say that all producers are "praying

by night and working by day for the frustration of each other's

enteri)rises," and that they arc as much bent on spoiling their

neighbors' crops as on saving their own. Do two tailors or

grocers, even when their stores are in the same block, I'cnd each

other when they meet? Is there not rather a certain fellowshij)

between members of the same trade? Docs not each think a

good deal more, both in his prayers and in his })ractical transac-

tions, of doing well himself than of preventing the other from

doing well? After all, there is more co-operation than competi-

tion in the industrial world as it now exists. Analyze tlic com-

position of any article, taking into account the implenients or

means l)v which it has been produced, and you will find that to

produce it myriads have co-operated in all parts of the world, yet

have not compctcil with one another. The world would have

one harvest if the protectionists would let us alone.

As a normal picture of our present civilization, the table of

contents of a newspaper is presented to us. It is a mere cat-

alogue of calamities and horrors—wai-s, burglaries, strikes, fail-


