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likes the fact or scorns it, the
mountain-goat is the pioneer; and
in many instances the pathi of the
goat lias indicated the path for
the pack-horsc; the pathi of the
pack-horse lias indicated the path
for the diligence; and the pathi of
the diligence lias indicated the
path for the steam-engine. An
interesting example of the process
of road-making is supplied in the
hiistory of the St. Gottliard Rail-
way.

The wvriter of " Over the Alps"
says :"The use of the Gothard
route as a line of communication
between the vallys of Switzer-
land and the plains of Lombardy
dates from- about the imiddle of
the tlîirteenth century. Albert
Von Stade publislhed an account
clairning tlîat it Nvas possible to
reacli Lucerne in tlîree days froin
Bellinzona. At that time tlîe road
consisted of a simple footpath,
and that a very poor footpath.
Towvards the close of tlie century
it canie into furtlier tise for pack-
animaIs, rendering possible the
transport of miercliandise to a
limited extent. Little by little
the road continued to be ini-
proved; but tlîis imiprovement wvas
50 slow tlîat it w~as not until 1775
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that the first coach xvent throughyl
it from Altdorf to Giornico. Ifn
I820, tîle Federal Governmnent be-
gaîî the construction of a first-
class post-road on tlîc nortlî side
of the mountain; and, within tlie

n.ext (lecadle, thce a(1:accIt Cantons
C0..~l2t(lthe r;cad fromn Gos-

C.-tî:cii to Aîro:o. Then, lhaîf a
c%..tUry later, camne the bt. Gott-
liard Railway, - piercing inountaints,
spanning chasnis, bridging tor-


