THE

it

direetion of Rev, J. B, Balland, 0. M. 1., were all relectod from
Rossini s fumous opery, -« Willimn Tell.”  These and the delightful
overtures of Rossini and Beethoven that bedecked the perfonnance
reccived great and well deserved applause from the select audience
that filled the spacious Hall,

The study and suitable rendering of such &8 drama must have had
a highly beneficinl effect on the juvenile amateurs, whose casy and
gruceful bearing and gesture and spirited delivery bespoke careful
triining and won repeated plaudits.  For several it was doulitless
the oceasion of developing elocutionmiy powens which, had it not
been fur this impulse, might have remained latent and thus deprived
them of an finportant means of suceess hereafter. The classic laugua-
ge of this fine drama, impressed so as uot eusily to be forgotten, will
pennancntly tend to cultivate their literary {aste. In their memories
are uow indelibly impressed the leading fucts of un historic popular
sovement, allusions to which they will ever resdily comprehend.

Thus the closing scene of this anniversary celebration combined
utility with pleasure, and like the cfiusion of filial sentimcat of the eve,
and the reigious ceremonial of the moming. in which faith and piety
were fostered, it exervised an excellent eduesting influence upon
the students. Sucha result could not fail to be highly pleasing to
their honored and beloved President.

The oducational institution of Notre Dame du Sacré Cawur,
generally spoken of in Ottawa ag the - Rideau Strect Convent,” isso
well known not only to residents of our city, but at a distance. $hat
it does not reqquiire us to hemldd its excellence through our columns,
Its system of instruction. the refined and superior cducation incul-
«ated, the aregiventothedevelopment of the moral and intellectual
facultiex, and the thorough religions tmining imparted to the pupils
confided 1o the Ladies’ carc. all contribute o fit them for their
future position in societs and to endow them with such qualitics and
nequirements as will canse them to adom their homes.  These are
univenally admitted fucts and it inust be pointed out. in support of
what is hicre asserted, that the children of many of our best familics,
seek within the walls of the Convent an edueation which, if cqualled,
is certainly not surpassed in the City. L

The date of the foundation of the institution is 1845 ; it har, we
arc glad to state, taken » finn root in our midet, and it is one Ottawa
is justly proud of. Several of its brauches flourish in thencighboring
republic, seven sehools having heen established in the Empire State
alone.  In Lowell, Maxs, the Order opencd a school this year, on the
public school ystem, and thic Ladicg can already Loast of no less
than 500 pupils.  Here, 1n this <ity, all the separate schools for girls
as well as the High Schoal, are under the supervision of the Sisters
of this Community. The foregoing will give an idex of the wazk so
suceesafully accomplished by the Grey Nuns who are entitled in a
high degree to the patronage of our Catholic families.

In perusing the carly history of Canada, the reader is forcibly
struck by the resemblanee which thig period of onr country’s cxis-
tence beam to the primitive sges of Christianity. It wax tmly an
aze of Faith, of licroic virtues and high sonled chivalry. The blood
of its martyrs' crimsoned our soil and secured to future genemtions,
the porsession of this beautiful land, now the home of civilization
and refinement.

Amoug the many chosen sonls whom God had destined to be the
proncers of the faith, aad the bearers of the Gospel's consoling truths
10 the benighted savage, was a young girl of humble birth, who,
having learned by a divine revelation-of her vocation for the far
‘West, and of the sublimc mission she would there exercise, severed
every tie that bound her-to homme and kindred, and vowed herself
irrevocably to the heroic task of instructing the children of the
redman. Dietributing all her possessions in almek, she passed under
the protection of Governor de Maisonneuve to the Canadian forests,
guided by naught save the bright star of confidence in God. In the
Fall of 1653 she landed in Montreal, then, a dreary and desalale
wilderness.  Here, amid such trials and privations as we, accustomed
to the comforts and luxuries of this sensual age, can form no
conception of, she Logmn her heavenly mission. The children of
the dusky xavage were the fist and  dearest objects of her charity.
To their untutored minds she revealed thie knowlodze of a Creator,
and taught them the first notions of our holy religion. Thus did
Margarct Bourgeoys, animated with that spirit of fervent charity
which shone forth in all her works, labor unwearyingly until at
length the haughty savage, won by the chamm of her virtues, bowed
in incck submission to the swevt yolk of Chiristisnity. In the yoar
1656 Margarct Bonrgeoys founded that famons order of Religious,
known througliont Canada and the United States, as the Congre-
gation de Notre-Dame. and which, for mor¢ than two hundrod
¥cars, has Leen the chief source, whence the female youth of this
conntry have reccived that greatest of Dleasings, a religions edn-
cation.  This veneralle tree planted by the Sainted Marg har
taken deep root in our soil ; its amifications extend throughont the
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Dominion of Canada and the United Stater, aud to-day 18,000
children are sheltered from the storns of crror Leneath its” protect-
ing branches. Instruction is imparted by 900 religious, in one
hundred and fifty mission. houses and sclhiools. One of the most
important of theso Lranch houscs, is the Iustitution of Ottawa,
fonnded in 1868 by the Rev. Father Collins, Parish Priest of St.
Patrick's, under the patronage of the Right Rev. Dr. Guigues, theu
Bichop of Ottawa. It holds & prominent rank among the Educa-
tional Establishments of Ontario and is growing rapidly popular
owing to the solidity and finish of the education it imparts. Equal
care is bestowed on all branches, whether litemry, musical or
artistic. Here the most useful branches are not overlooked, they
receive special care and attention, the young Isdics being daily
allowed a short time for the exercise of domestic cconomy, ete.

This Institution contains slso most perfect arrangements for the
bealth and amusement of the pupils. tooms are lofty und the
ventilation is perfect.  The dormitories hecn constructed with
a view to obtaining the most perfoct syftem of sanitation. The
many advantages which this Institution posscsses for imparting
a supericr education, and the cure given to the refinement and
accomplishment of mind and body must cornmend it to those
purcats who are desirous of affording their daughters a good educa-
tion. It has notably received the attention of many distinguished
visitors since its establishent. His Execllency the Marquis of
Lomme, and her Royal Highness the Princess Louise, have several
times visited the Institution, the latter, on one occasion, subjecting
the clames to a critical examination in the subjects taught. She was
also pleased to present a colloction of models in drawing and design
{o the Institution. At the late Dominion Exhibition, held in Mon-
treal, the Council of Education for the Province of Quebec awarded
to the Congregation de Notre-Dame, « first class Diploma for the
system of education followed in the Institutions of the onder, besides
six first class diplomas for special branches.
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Onr little publicatiou has received a ckeery welcome from the
Catholic press. ‘The following kind notices in particular will be
long remembered :—

A new monthly journal called the Catholic Shield has appeared
in Ottawa. 1t contains sixteen pages and is gotten up much in
the same style as the New York Catholic Review, It has a band-
some appearance, is clean looking, and well printed and in so far
a3 mochaniem goek & certainly & suecess.  But in our opinion it
is more than mechanically successful. It is well written, and
thore is au absence of cgotism about it, which is as unusual ax it
iz indicative of success in this age of puffery and self wwscrtion,
We give its salutatory article in full.— Posz, Montreal.

We have reecived the first copy of the ¢ Catholic Shield a
Monthly Magazine, publizhed at Ottawa, It ir foll of valuable
and interesting veading.— Freeman, St. John, N, B,

“ This is the title of a new monthly published at Ottaws, tie
pruter being A. Buceau, Sparks street. It isarmanged in a con-
venient form of sixteen pages, and is intended to assist, as ita
leading article states, ¢¢ In a modest: way in propagating what is
true and combating what is false in religion, philosophy. science,
social economy, history, and the artd.”’ The initial number gives
cvidence of considerable ability; and we have little doubt the
Catholic Shield will more than realize the expectations of its fricnds.
In wishiLg it success, we may state that the annoal subscription
is only onc dollar.—/risk Canadian, Toronto,

We have recrived the first number of & new Catholic monthly
pullished in Ottawa, cntitled ¢ The Catholic Shield’ 1t is in
sixtecn page form, and presents & remarkably neat appearance.
The matter, both original and selected, bears evidence of taleat
and good taste, and we camestly hiope our new contemporary will
meet with that liberal sapport which it so cminently deserves.—
Catholic Record, London, Ont.

We are in receipt of the initial number of the Catkolic Shield, a
rixteen-page monthly, at Ottawa, Ont.  1ts ohject. cannot be better
stated than in the worde of ita alile salntatory : To assist. in a
modest way, in propagating what is true and comlating what is
false in Religion, Philosophy, Scicnee, Social Economy. History
and the Arts; and in cultivating a popular taste for the Truo, the
‘Beautifal, and the Good.”” We trust the Shield will receive the
yatronage which its gencral excellence entitles it to.— Catkodic
Union, Baffalo, N. Y.




