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A J004 Along the Ilorthwesterfl.

A repiesenitativo o! 'laTuCr tiîatt ro-
cotitly mado a ltasty tnpl over tîto \14taiitoba
Nortinwestern àîain'ay. 'lite sontli.casterna ter.
mtinuit of titis road, iL is %voit kion'i, is; at tîte
to%'n o! Portage la prairie, anti for soatto utiles
fi-cm this place the ruait rtîaas tltrottgl wltat
appears te the co to bc ono "ast n'ieat fielai.
Tho farmers .woro bîîsy tliresltisg front tlw
stock, and the smoko front tho steaain tîtresîters

4could lu Boon iii ail directioais, wîhilc inii aîty
places thâ stocks of golden grain stili covercdl
tegrotind,tbeir clocîtiess togi,'tlactsltoviatg tîtat

the crop is a heavy cte. 'l'lie Pot-tage Plainsak wili undoubted by tut-n out a lot o! wlieat tItis
year, and the aiinount is est.ittatedl te bc about

t 2,000,000 buslie. rTis %vill bo iitaarketed at
Portage, McDotiald, Mirtîside, WVetbounn
and other railn'ay pboints in the district.

Macdonald, the first stationi front Portage on
the Northwvestern, is riglit in the niîdst oit tîte
most oxtcnsively cultivateul portion o! tîte
Plains country, and near the station is tue
cobebrateul farîn o! Mlelcan & MeRlobie, mîho
t lisyearhave 40,00buslls of wheat, grown

acre. Near Wcstbourne, olto statiotn fartiier
on, is the n'eu kation'n stock !arm o! Seatator
Sanford, of Hainlton, Otat. 'Jie White Nlud
river rotua ici- Westbont-ne, on its wîay to
Lake Mantitoba, and its hanl.s aire iîeaviiy
timbered wîitlt oak, ohm, u.opbar, cottonvood,
etc., affot-ditig fine 8bolter for cattie. Vitre
arc aise good lîay meadows in tho district. Thie
country fron W-estbourno to bcyond Gladstone,
througli which the Whiite Mud river i-uns, is
n'el suppliod with tianher o! large size.

AT tILA»STONE

1 tlae local storckeepers were aIl olated over tue
prospects o! a good feit anti ninte- trade, on'ing
to the fine crops. The whoat crop lias been a
success in tho Gladstone district tItis yeai, eud
ai reports %vert universally favorable, and tue

* peoplo arc correspondingly haeppy. Gladstone
is ono o!- tae oldeat towns of Manitoba, tlio
place haviug asurmed conaiderablo importance
proviens te the "boom" days. Tite place

sufforod a gond dent in Commuon îviti Most o!
theoleder settlements o! hManitobe, owing to
the second iîomoateading regulations. The
land rogulations formerly allowved settlers, who
liedt received a patent for thoir ltomestead

* te take rip a second toanestcad. Thtis
% vas onc of the Wvorst fuatures ccci- con.
neted %vith tho administration o! the publie
leeds in Manitoba. White the boom n'as on,
settiers, ilto %vere anxiouo ta grasp as mîtch
baud as; possible, inortgaged thoir farine and
teck up second licînsteads. As Gladstone
n'as one of thecarby scttlcd districts, a good
meny o! the residents hed reccived patents for

-thoir lIomoasteads, proeviens toe Ic <boomIl
days, and thoy forthwith proceeded te mrit-
gage thoir farines, in order tliet they niight

mnavo nest atnd taite rp a second homestcad.
Ithis way a gi-et many of thc best settlers

weai- drained front tha district. Thoit- idea n'as
thtthoy %Xonla b a-ae ta soelI anc of their

farina forea big suin in a short timeo; but wioen
thc ««'boom I citlapscdl they n'aie rinable ta do

,and the change provcd diseati-cus for niany
f thcmn. Ia mout cases ià simpby amounted te

the tbrowiîtg uip o! aiu itproved farim for ant
unitnproved place, anad oftcaî excliangiîag a
g.lod faruti for an itifulrior ouc Tite motey
raiscd by mortgagc 011 the deserted place %vould
ouly -,bout p %y for the cost o! miovisig to the
new location. 'IThir citOp8 (11< flot tuit ott su
good in tho western districts tu wlaîch thoy
Itadilaaovcd, and IL% tlaey were unablu tu pay the
interest est the aat0rtgflges raised o11 their fiist
laoisie.steIîd, the Iands passed imita the lIaatde of
the ]ean conipanies 'l'ie tonuis iii the older
scttled distrits; stiticrcd a good (dent iii this
way front tite renmoval of 8ettlers who %vent
n'est to takt uip second Iîoîesteads ; biat these
lanads arc 1)0Wv l>oirg 801( to 110Wv souleva, andit
the conditions arc iatîproviaag. Ail tbt-ough
these older settlud dlistricts, a good tnany non'
settlers ltrve conte in during tic paat; year or
two, and locatcd on the desertcd lands. Tilte
business pluces o! Gladstonte atunhber about a
dozen, iîîcluding the local papLi , 'I'ia Agc. V'.
J. £MeQîtieca, general dealer, aaîd J. L. Logie,
stationer, are old tintera o! the place.

At Arden, a couple of stations boyond G lati-
stone, thurc aro now tw~o stores, conducted by
'M. E. Bouglaton & Co., aud van Blaricorn,
RexnviCý & Co. Tîtese tiratas cach handie wviîeat
and oter grain and farin produce, nut tbcy
are coutîting oit Laking about 7.3,000 busheis o!
whcat this ycar, or about 10,000 more than
last ycar. 'M. E 3oîaghtoîî %vas tite second
settler mn the district, and stili lias bis fartin
near Arden, iii addition to the store, wiîici Ile
opened ini 1 q4. The Arden people arc counting
on gotting arolier four miillsoon. Tae unai.
cipality o! Laasdowne bas voted a bonus et
$4,000 forttiecetion of a miii, and negotia.
tiens wverc going on witlî D.-LNoore, o! Neepa.
%Va, foraîîcrly o! the Oàk Lake iiîlli, to buld a
75 barrt miii. Arden is bcautifully aituated
on a hzgh, level riuige, an'the bank of a braîîcl
of the White NItid river, whilai riscs in the
Riding minoutain. Tito tnountain can be a- en
plaitily fromn Arden. North o! At-den is the
fautous Lake Dauphin district, intc, which a
good many settlers have gono during the lust
ycar or two. A railway iuta tlais district %'ill
soon bc a nccessity.

VI. TOWYtz OF NFEi'.tWi
is the noxt point rcached. This is a thriving
place, %vhich bas anade very considerablo pro.
gi-cas during the past fow ycars. A large nuan-
ber o! nen' butsiness cstablishments have been
sgtartcd sinco otar laut vibit to tîto place, senme-
thing over a ycar agn, aîîd a gond inany non'
buildings have beoti put up atad others arc iii
course o! erection. Ono o! the most rcent4im.
proveanonts is the fine solid brick block just
Completed l'Y Davidson & Co., general mer-
chanta, and into which the firin n'as movittg ait
the time of our visit. The building is 54x60
foot in size, two storeys. It Î% a very ian-
portanit addition to tho buildings of Neopawa,
and wvill rnake one of tho best stores in 'Mani-
toba. J. A. Clare, general încrclîatt, has
moved lis store tu a ien' and botter location on
the corner ot the two main streets, where lic
is fittiig it uP in good shape. Ho is brick
vonering tîto building, and adding tbirty foot
to its iongth, which will give him a Eueo store,
66 fcot long. Anothor fine building is the one
boing erected by Elutchings & Bcmiroie, matin-
facturera of liarnosa, collars, etc. This fi-rm is

Cree titag a 8ol1,1 brick buildinîg, aizo 25X30 foot,
two storo3's, ivhicla tlaey wvill occtupy whien coin-
ptced n'iti a luge stock of liairtea and horst
goods. Tiacir store wvill bo ato o! the finest o!
tilt kind iii canbaa, ont-id.' o! tilt larger citiels
and tan'ns. Aîaotaer iueîv buiîlding is the brick
block built for atial IINo Occupieil by the
Neepan'a RQ'i4ler, the local palier. Tite
Ree'lq.lr lias giveti an additi,,nal, signl of pros-
perity by putting iii a taon' steai press. l'le
Great Westernt hotel, noar tho raulway station,
isa cuotiier zIen' bu ilding oned by J. Crawford.
Lt is a large tIltce storcy framoe buildinîg, size
6GO anda opeîied last spraîg It is tite largcst
buotel building oul the lino. A tien' industriel
establishamecat is tîtu planiîîg inill andc pîtrnp
faptory o! \VakceFieldl & Hilliaîgton, started
titis scason. The cstabisli nient is %voit snipplied
with planiaig anacbitiory, niotidiaag and scrol
wvork niaclainery, etc. Special attenitioni is
giveti to tbc naatifactître o! %voeden pompa, ini
vrhticlt lino the firni do a good bubiticss, as they
sii puinps to aIl points aioaag tlue raiway, in
addition to stipl.lyiig the tesiaients of the
locality. They aise biandit iron l>onips of aIl
kinds. J. T. Crawfurd, genieral merchent, h.
changcd bis location since our lest visit ta
Neepan'a, having buiit aîîd moved to a store
near tie station. MeDouigall & Co., hardwvare
and tinware. bave abso moved to the, station,
aîid occupy a portion of tho non' botel block.

Among the non' business places o! Neepawa
since Our last visit arc the followiaîg -S. Hart.
ford, genierrni met-chant, n'ho moved hrotu
Bridge Creek to Ncepawa last spring, and n'ho.
occupios promises near the station. Reid &
Gerhardt is nl non' firin, wlao recently succeeded
te tltc business of R. C. Ennis, gonerai moi--
cIhant. The gentlenmen are botlî froin Ontario,
.Nr. Reid coîning front Port Perry andt àli-.
Gerhardt froînt Walkcrteîî. They are non'
putting in a non' stock, and %vill give special
attention to, furnisbing goods, etc. Jas. B.
Motter, %vlto cardes a good stock of books,
atetionery and fancy goutta, cotnmenced business
this sommer. J. %Vake & Son, have only
recentiy opened in the fleoui- and fecd. lino andL
buteler shop. %V. J. W'ake is iii charge. The
firm buy cate aIl along the lino o! railway
front Gliadstone te B-irtle for shipinent and the
rinme lias been kuown in titis connection for
years. The Necpawa Fced company, itnanagcd
by A. M ercer, reeently f romt Winnipicg, is ilso
a non' business. The company hanâles fleur,
fond, etc., and pradace, for ehipmcnt. A. W.
C aswebl, oponed in tho bakery and confect-
ionery lino the past sumimer, and finds business
good in bis lino. W. J- Hamnilton bas opened
a harness shop, and John Boyd a furniture
stoe. The Patterson & Bt-o. Co., implements,
etc., bave oponeid an agency at Neopan'e. W.
J. Haminlton la taking charge o! the agency.

Froin thoeo non' linos o! business and build-
ing improvements, it îvill be scte thut Neepawîs
is going ahcad. The place bas a large farinera'
trade and ia one o! the býezt grain maerkets in
Manitoba. The crop o! wbecat veill not bc large
thiis year, but it is a fine quality, and local
grain buycrs expoot more good milling wheut
titis yea- titan luat. The crops are the best
northward frot the place this ycar, a rema-k
iwhich is truc of noarly ail otitor points along
the Nortbn'cstorn raiiway this scason.


