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THE COMMERCIAL.,

A Jog Along the Northwestern.

A representative of Tur CoMMERCIAL re-
contly made a hasty trip over the Manitoba
Northwestern railway, The sonth-castern ter.
minus of this road, itis well known, is at the
towa of Portage ln Prairio, and for some miles
from this placo the road runs through what
appears to the oye to be one vast wheat field.
The farmers wero busy threshing from the
atook, and tho smoke from the steam threshers
could be seen in all directions, while in many
places tha stooks of golden grain still covered
the ground, their closeness together showing that
the crop is a heavy one. The Portage Pluins
will undoubted by turn out a lot of wheat thie
year, and the amount is estimated to be about
2,000,000 bushels. ‘This will be marketed at
Portage, McDonald, Burnside, \Westbourne
and other railway points in the district.

Macdonald, the first station from Portage on
the Northwestern, is right in the midst on the
most oxtensively cultivated portion of the
Plains country, and near the station is the
celebrated farm of McLean & McRobie, who
this year have 4C,000 bushels of wheat, growu
from 1,300 acres, or about thirly bushels per
acre. Near Westbourne, one station farther
on, is the well known stock farm of Senator
Sanford, of Hamilton, Ont. The White Mud
river ruus near Westbourne, on its way to
Lake Manitoba, and its banls are heavily
timbered with oak, elm, poplar, cottonwood,
ete., affording fine shelter for cattle. There
are also good hay meadows in the district. The
country from Westbourne to beyond Glidstone,
through which the White Mud river rums, is
well supplied with timber of large size.

AT GLADSTONE

the local storekeepers were all elated over the
prospects of a good fall and winter trade, owing
to the fine crops. The wheat crop has been a
success in the Gladstone district this yeai, and
all reports were upiversally favorable, and the
people are correspondingly happy. Gladstone
is onc of - the oldest towns of Manitoba, the
place haviug assumed considerable importance
previous to the ‘““boom ™ days. The place
suffered a good deal in common with most of
the older settlements of Manitoba, owing to
the second homesteading regulations. ‘The
land regulations formerly allowed settlers, who
had reccived a patent for their homestead
to take up a second homestead. This
was one of the worst featurcs ever con.
nected with tho administration of the public
lands in Manitoba. While the boom was on,
settiers, who were anxious to grasp as much
land as possible, mortgaged their farms and
took up sccond howmesteads. As Gladstono
was one of the carly settled districts, & good
many of the residents had received patonts for
their homesteads, provious to the “ boom”
days, and they forthwith proceeded to mort-
gage their farmes, in order that they might
move west and take up a second homestead.
_In this way a great many of the best settlers
wero drained from tho district. Their idea was
that thoy would be ablo to scll one of their
e farms for a big swn in a short time ; but when
. the ““ boom ” collapsed they wore unable to do
450, and tho chango proved disastrous for many
Bof them.  In most cases it simply amounted to
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the throwing up of an ituproved farm for an
unimproved plice, and often exchanging a
«dod farm for un infevior one. Tho mouney
raised by mortgage on the deserted place woukd
only about pry for the cost of moving to the
new location, “Their ctops did not turn ont so
good in tho western districts to which they
had moved, and us they were unable to pay the
interest on the mortgages raised on their fist
homestendy, the lands passed into the hands of
the loan compunics  The towns in the older
settled districts sutlered o good deal in this
way from the removal of settlers who went
west to take up second homesteads ; hat these
lands are now being sold to new settlers, and
the conditions are improving. All through
these older settled districts, a good many new
settlers huve come in during the past year or
two, and located on the deserted lands, The
business places of Gladstone number about a
dozen, including the locul paper, 7% Age. L.
J. McQueen, general dealer, and J. L. Logie,
stationer, are old titners of the place,

At Avden, a couple of stations beyond Glad-
stone, there are now two stores, conducted by
M. E. Boughton & Co., and Vaa Blaricorn,
Renwick & Co. These firms each handle wheat
and other grain and farm produce, and they
are counting on taking about 75,000 bushels of
wheat this year, or about 10,000 more than
last year. M. E Boughton was the second
gottler in the district, and still has his farmn
near Arden, in addition to the store, which he
opened in 1884. The Arden people are counting
on getting a roller flour mill soon. The muni.
cipality of Luansdowne has voted a bounus of
$1,000 for the erection of a mill, and negotia.
tions were going on with D."Moore, of Neepa-
wa, formerly of the Oak Lake mill, to build a
75 barrel mill.  Arden is bezutifully situated
on a high, level ridge, on the bank of a branch
of the White Mnd river, which rises in the
Riding mouatain. The mouuntaincan be sren
plainly from Arden. North of Arden is the
fumous Lake Dauphiu district, into which o
good many settlers have gone during the last
year or two. A railway into this district will
soon be a necessity.

THE TOWN OF NEEFAWA
is the next point reached. This is a thriving
place, which has made very considerable pro-
gress during the past few years. A large numn.
ber of new business cstablishments have been
started since our last visit to the place, some-
thing over a year ago, and a good wony vew
buildings have been put up and others are in
courso of ercction.  Oue of the most recentdm-
provements is the fine solid brick block just
completed by Davidson & Co., general mer-
chants, and into which the firm was moviug at
the time of our visit. The building is 54xG0
feet in size, two storeys. It is a very im-
portant addition to the buildings of Necpawn,
and will make one of the best stores in Mani-
toba. J. A. Clare, general merchant, has
moved his store to a new and better location on
the corner of the two main streets, where he
is fitting it up in good shape. He is brick
veneering tho building, and adding thirty feet
to its length, which will give him o fine store,
G6 fcot long. Auother fine building is the one
being erected by Hutchings & Bemrose, manu-
facturcrs of harness, collars, cte. This firm is

crecting a solfd brick building, size 25x30 feot,
t\\'o.storcya. which they will occupy when com-
pleted with u large stock of harucess and horse
goods. Their store will be one of the finest of
the kind in Canada, outside of the larger cities
and towns. Another new building is the brick
block bLuilt for and now occupied by the
Neepawa  Reyister, the local paper. The
Regoster has given an additional sign of pros-
perity by putting in a new steam press. Tho
Ureat Western hotel, near the railway station,
i# another new building owned by J. Crawford.
It is a large three storey frame building, size
60x60, and opened last spring It is the largest
hotel building on the line. A new industrial
establishiment is the planing mill and pump
factory of Wakeficld & Killington, started
this scason. The establishment is well supplied
with planing machinery, moulding aund scroll
work machinery, ecte. Special attention is
given to the manufacture of wooden pumps, in
which line the firm do a good business, as they
ship pumps to all poiuts along the railway, in
addition to supplying the tesidents of the
locality. They also handle iron pumps of all
kinds. J.T. Crawford, general merchant, has
changed his location since our last visit to
Neepawa, having built and moved to o store
near the station,  McDougall & Ce., hardware
and tinware, bave also moved to the station,
and occupy a portion of the new hotel block.

Among the new business places of Neepawa
since our last visit are the following : S. Hart.
ford, genercl merchant, who moved from
Bridge Creck to Neepawa lust spring, and who.
occupies premises near the station. Reid &
Gerhardt is a new firm, who recently succeeded
to the business of R. C. Ennis, general wmer-
chant, The gentlemen are both from Ootario,
Mr. Reid coming from Port Perry and Mr,
Gerhardt from Walkerton. They are now
putting in a2 new stock, aund will give special
attention to furnishing goods, etc. Jas. B.
Muiter, who carries a good stock of books,
stationery and fancy goods, commenced business
this summer. J. Wake & Son, have only
recently opened in the flour and feed line and
butcher shop. W. J. Wake is in charge. The
firm buy cattle all along the line of railway
from Gladstone to Birtle for shipment and the
name has been known in this connection for
years, The Neepawa Feed company, managed
by A. Mecreer, recently from Winnipeg, is also
a new business. The company handles flour,
feed, etc., and produce, for shipment. A. W,
Caswell, opened in the bakery and confect-
ioncry line the past summer, and finds business
good in his line. W. J: Hamilton has opened
a haruess shop, and John Boyd a furniture
store. The Patterson & Bro. Co., implements,
etc., have oponed an agency at Neepawa. W.
J. Hamilton is taking charge of the agency.

From thesc new lines of business and build.
ing improvements, it will be scen thut Neepawa
is going ahcad. The place has a large farmers’
trade and is one of the best grain markets in
Manitoba. The crop of wheat will not bo large
this year, but it is a fine quality, and locsl
grain buyers expect more good milling wheat
this year than last. The crops are the best
northward from the placo this year, a remark
which is true of nearly all other points along
the Northwestorn railway this scason,



