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tsa for the information and at the request of the Fon.
$ir. T. 8. Raffles.}

The prosent religion of the Battas is & com
pound of the most ridiculous and berbarous
superstitions, founded on human depruvily
They do not, however, worship imuges, but be-
lieve in the existence of certain deities, whose
attributes bespeak the existenze of a better race
of peopie than the prescnt Their names and
descrptions are as follow:

Dee Balth assce assee, the creator and father of
sll—who appointed three brothers— Batnragou.
rou, Sceree Padah, and Mahalabhoolan his Va.
keels or agents, to instruct tankind.

Bataragourou is the God of Justice, and is
described hnerally under the Lllowing character-
“ Fish in the wears he will restore to their ele
ment, property forguiten, he will return; & mea
sure filled to the brun, a just bLalance and up-
right judgment are his.”

These are the principles Bataragourou was
appouited tu insul wto the muds of mankind,
but the Bunas acknowledge themselves sirang-
era to their adoption,

Sceree Padul 1s the God of Mercy: * Ho will
repuir the clothes that are torn—give meal (o
the hungey——drink to the thirsty—heal the sick
—rclieve the oppressed—give advice to the
weak, and sheller to the friendless.”

Mchalabhoolan svon quartelied witk his bro
thers, separated from thein, and set up the prac.
tice of tenets directly opposite to theirs;—hence
he is desenibed as—*-The source of discord and
eontentinn,~—the instigator of malice and re.
venge,—the enciter ol anger, -the source of
fraud, decest, lying, hypocnsy, and murder.”

Of thesu three brathers, you will not wonder
that the last 1s mnst puwerful, or that he has
most adherents, The Buttas acknowledge that
they apply to, and beseech hin, when they have
followed any of thuse vices, und they also ac-
knowledge that petitions are very rarely offered
to the other Deties. ‘Fhey name a fifib, ¢ Nig
gah padonah,” the Auas who g sad to support
tho wasld, winch they describe to consist of se-
ven folds beneath, and as many above

A person named ¢ Dattou,” who is skilled
avery sort of supersttion, 18 the only resem
blance of a priest amony them.  Every village
hasonec  The anly ceremony pracused of a re
figious nature, us far as | can hear, is the cus-
tom of invokiug the shades of their sucestors,
This is done at pleasure, 1n prosperity and - ad
versity. ‘The process of the ceremony is as fol.
lows,

A wooden mask is made intended to represen
the features of the deceased; this is worn by a
clever fellow, who 1s dressed iu all the regulia ol
& Rajah, and he s worshipped as the hving re
presentative of the departed object of therr ro
gard.

A feast iz made in honour of the dead, which
Jasts fur three daye.  Vhe performer exereises
all the authority that lus skill suggests, and mix
#3 by sayigs with prophecics suited to the
wizhes of his audience.

The influence of the Delloo aver tite deluded
Baltas is such, thet they will engage in no un
dertaking, however trifling, without fiest con
solung lom.  He expounds all their religions
books, and according to his interpretation, a day
is chosen ag propitious to their object, whether
$hat be asuit, a journey, or war.

JUVENILE ENTERTAINER.

ves nie to ssy, that it appears to be influenced
b{ all the vile passions of an irregular and irnita-
ble constitution Yruth is seldom regarded,
when in the way of the intercais or feelings: and
honesty 1s never fuunded on principle, but un the,
fear of detection,  The gonesal tenor of their;
hves has obhiterated the recollection and pmc-,

tice of the Jaws of Sceree Padnh, and Batara
gourou, aud they have uo Priesthood, no Kajuh
to recal them, or ta reprove their obstinate ad-
herence tu the priaciples of Malialabhoulan, who,
13 certainly no other than the devil. |
1 am sure, ndds Mr. Prince 1n concluding his,
account, that christian Missionaries would find

j11amty.

a gaod ficld fin their lahoura amung this pl.‘oplt::
fur i as ot ignusance of whet 1s vutuvus and
goad, but, as they themsslves acknoulcdge,'
nalural depravify, that must Le ass.gned as the,
princnpul couse uf their present deplorable mo-,
rals.

Angxtract of a letter from Me Evans to a friend at
Hamiuersinuh, dated Padang, throns some hght upon
the moral condition of the Malays, and proves that they !
need an acquamiance with the gospel, not only to
rectfy their gross onstakes respocting the nature of a
futuie filo, tut tu nsiract then how to conduct tbcm-,

sclves with propricty v this,

** Youare nn doubt awaro that all the Malays are
Musselinen.  But 1t 13 only part of the peculianties of
religion of the false prophet, and those the most excep-
tionable, that they have an acquamntance with. They
are n a state of most deplorable gnnrance, destitute
of alinost every hind of  kooaledpe. It 1s true
they havo the name of bong civilned, but from alf
I can ovserve, ther condition to say the very best ofit,
18, sem-barbansm.  OFscience they know nothing, of
the useful ans they know very hitle, and what is worse
than all, thiey appear to hase no wish to improve.
Thetr indolence s almost hoyond credibility.  With
u few oxteplions, if thay cau obtain rice aund the botel
gut to clhew, they will &t down m their houses the
whole of thewr tine without feeling tho least incliuation
to seck employment.

Those who work at any kind of handicrat (and mis

crable workmen they are) will exert themselves no far-
ther than to get a bato sutsstence. Money will not
stimulate them, entreaty will have no influence, threat-
eamng will not avail, and =0 deeply internoven with
their very nature does this wdnlent daposition appear,
that were it aot for the docirine of the new dirth, t
#hagld hasve no hope of *heir cordially embracing Chris-
{ should conclude that if no other part of the
rehigion of the Llossed Jesus were opposed 1o their in-
elinations and taste, the acing duties it enjoins would
fill their souls with an unconquerable aversion to it.”

——oloe—
SELECT SENTENCES.

When a man owns himselfto be inan Etror, he docs
but tell you i other words, that e is witer than he
WaAR,

Truth ofien suffers more from the heat of its Defen-
ders, than from the arguments of s Opposets.

Never doth reason shuw itself more reasonable, lhan‘
when 1t ccaseth 1o reason about things above reason.

Dare 10 toll true;uothing can need a lie:

The fault that nceds it most, grows two thereby.

Teath alone, without eloquence, 18 sufliciemly pawer-
fuf and persuasivo, and stands in need of no studicd and
aruficial practices to vindicate and recommend it.

Sincerity is 1o speak as we think; to do a8 we pre-
tend and profess; to perform and mako good what
we promuse; and really 10 bo what we would seem and
appear to bs. .

A great man, on a certain affair, being asked by
Heliogabalas, Haw hedurstbe so plain?  Because, said
ho. 1 dare die: T can but die, 3f 1 spesk the truth; and
1 must dic, 1f I flatter. R

A woman of true 3cnse will always be ambitious, not
of gaining adiniration, but of deserving it.

We are never well informed of the Truth, till we are

t

Of the moral conduct of these peopld, it grie-

conformed to the Truth,

THE 90K OF NATURE;
oR
THE SHEPHERD AND THE PUHILOSOPRRR.

Remoto from cities liv-d & snam,
Uavex'd wah all the cares of gam,
Hus hond was silver'd o’er with age,
Aund loug experienco mado him sage;
1n summer’s beat, and winter's cold,
Heo fed tus flock, and ponn’d the fold;
1 hours m clicorful jabour flow,
Nor envy nor umbition knew.
His wisdom and his hioncet fame
Theo? all tho country rais’d his name.

A deep philosopher (whose rules
Of morai e were drawn from schools)
The Siopiiesd’s homely cotlago sougli,
Aud thus explor’d his reach of thought.
** Whenee is thy loarning® hath thy tait
O'cr books consum’d the midnight oif?
Hast thou old Gicece and Rorco survey'd,
Aud tho vast sensa of Plato weigh'd:
1ath Socrates 1hy soul refin’d,
Aud hast thou futhoin’d Tully’s mijnd?
Or, liko tho wise Ulysses, thrown,
By various futes, to reaims unkuown;
klast thou thro® many cities stray'd,
Thoir customs, laws and manuers, woigh'd!"

The Shepherd modestly reply *d.
¢ 1 noer the paths of learning try'd;
Nor have I roam*d i foreigy parts,
T'o read mankind, therr Juwse, nud arte
For man s pracus’d m disgune,
ke cheats the most discerumng cyes.
Who by that search shall wiser grow? '
By that, oursclves we nover know,
The inle knowledge 1 have gan'd,
Was ull from sinple NATURE drain’d;
Hence my Wife’s maxuus ook their nso,
Hence grew my settled hate lo vico.

The daily labours of the bes
Awal’d my soul 1o industsy.
Wha can observe the caseful ant,
and not provide for future want?
By dog (the trustiest of s Lmd)
With grotitude inflatnes my nund:
¥ mark his true, s faaiful way,
And i my scrvice copy Tiay.
In constaney and nupuial love,
I lcarn my duty from the dooe:
The hen, whom from the <hlly ajr,
With pious wing protects lier care,
And every fowl that flics at lacgo,
Iastruct me i a pareni’s charge.

‘¢ From NATURE too I take my rule,
To shun coatempt and redicule.
T aever, with important air,
In conversation ovesbear.
Can grave and: formal pass for wise,
Wheo men the solemn ow! despise?
My tonguc within my lips I rein;
For who talks much must talk in vais.
We fiom the wordy torrent fly,
Who listens to the chattering pye?
Nor would §, with felonious flight,
By stealthinvade my ncighbour’s sight
Rapacious animals we hate;
Kites, hawks, and wolves, deservo tueir fin
Do not wo just abhorrenco find
Against the toad and serpent kind?
But Euvy, Calumnny, and spite,
Bear stronger venom in their bite.

Thus every object of creation
Can furnish hints to Contemplation;
And, from the most minute and mean;
4 virtuous mind can morals glean,”

‘ Thy fame is just,"’ the Sage replioss’
Thy virtue proves thes truly wise. .+ ¢
Pride oficneguides thoauthor's pen o
Books anaffectad‘sre as men: -

But He who studies Nature's Laws,-
From:certain Truth His Mcxims draw



