who did not see the camp and who have not studied all that has
been accomplished to realize the tremendous demands made upon
the organizing ability of the Canadian people to accomplish all
this. 1 venture the assertion that the organization and arrange-
ments of Valeartier Camp have not been excelled in any part of
our Empire since the commencement of this war. It is unneces-
sary to describe in detail all the equipment, arms, accoutrements
and other necessaries furnished. To equip the force sent forward
and to make some provision for future contingents 290,000 pairs
of boots and shoes have been provided ; 100,000 forage caps, 90,000
great coats, 240,000 jackets and sweaters of various types, 235,000
pairs of trousers, 70,000 rifles, 70,000 bayonets, 80,000 oil bottles,
70,000 water bottles, 95,000 sets of valise equipment, and so on
in like proportion over a list of sixty-six different articles. With
the first -expeditionary force we sent to Great Britain 21 thirteen-
pounder quick-firing guns, 96 eighteen-pounder quick-firing guns,
10 breach-loading eixty-pounder guns, a large number of machine
guns, motor lorries, transport waggons and vast quantities of
ammunition. The force was ready for embarkation within six weeks
friom the outbreak of war and could have been then despatched
if arrangements for escort had been immediately possible. You
perhaps do not realize how great an undertaking it was for a
non-military country to assemble, organize, train, equip and
despatch so large a force within that brief period. It is, I believe,
the largest military force that ever crossed the Atlantic at one
time. In the great Armada, which threatened the shores of Great
Britain three centuries ago, there were less than 20,000 soldiers.
The force which we have sent across the Atlantic is nearly fifty
per cent greater than the total number of British troops under
Wellington’s command at Waterloo.

It would be not only useless, but unjust and cruel as well, to
send untrained men to the front against highly-trained and
seasoned troops. They must also be hardened by exercise in the
duties of a soldier’s life until their physical condition will enable
them to endure the hardships of active service. Thus our troops
are receiving in Great Britain the same tests of training and of
exercise which are prescribed for the volunteer army of the Mother
Country. That they will acquit themselves worthily no one can
doubt who saw them at Valcartier. In physique, in spirit, in
ccurage, and in all qualities that are necessary for the soldier, they
will be found second to none.

If the training of a soldier is important, the training, the
skill and the experience of the men who command them are even
more essential and imperative. The officers of the Canadian Militia
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