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in respect to these institutions. He complained of the

practice, rapidly increasing among his subjects, of

going abroad to get their education, when the most

ample provision was made for it at home. The etfect

was eminently disastrous; for, while the Castilian

universities languished for want of patronage, the

student who went abroad was pretty sure to return

with ideas not the best suited to his own country.

The king, therefore, prohibited Spaniards from going

to any university out of his dominions, and required

all now abroad to return. This edict he accompanied

with the severe penalty of forfeiture of their secular

possessions for ecclesiastics, and of banishment .and

confiscation of property for laymen. *s

This kind of pragmatic, though made doubtless in

accordance with the popular feeling, inferred a stretch

of arbitrary power that cannot be charged on those

which emanated directly from the suggestion of the

legislature. In this respect, however, it fell far short

of those ordinances which proceeded exclusively from

the royal will, without reference to the wishes of the

commons. Such ordinances—and they were probably

more numerous than any other class of laws during this

reign—are doubtless among the most arbitrary acts of

which a monarch can be guilty ; for they imply nothing

less than an assumption of the law-making power into his

own hands. Indeed, they met with a strong remon-

strance in the year 1579, when Philip was besought by

the commons not to make any laws but such as had first

received the sanction of the cortes." Yet Philip might

*S Pracmatica para que ningun natural de estos reynos vaya d estu-

diar fuera de ellos, Aranjuez, 22 de Noviembre de 1559.

** Marina, Teoria de las Cortes, torn. ii. p. 219.


