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he appeared to be restored to the "likeness to himself" in
the instances Dudley furnished : — his appointment with
him for the flute-duet next day; and particularly his enthu-
siastic satisfaction with the largeness and easy excellent
service of the residence "in which he so happily found
himsel* established." He held it to be, "on the whole,
superior to Lakelands." The smile and the tear rolled
together in Nesta reading these words. And her father
spoke repeatedly of longing to embrace his Fredi, of the
joy her last letter had given him, of his intention to send
an immediate answer: and he showed Dudley a pile of
manuscript ready for the post. He talked of public
affairs, was humorous over any extravagance or eccen-
tricity in the views he took; notably when he alluded to

his envy of little Skepsey. He said he really did envy;
and his daughter believed it and saw fair prospects in it.

Her grateful reply to the young earl conveyed all that

was perforce ungentle, in the signature of the name of

Nesta Victoria Fenellan : — a name he was to hear cited

among the cushioned conservatives, and plead for as he
best could under a pressure of disapprobation, and com-
pelled esteem, and regrets.

The day following the report of her father's wish to see

her, she and her husband started for England. On that

day, Victor breathed his last. Dudley had seen the not

hopeful but an ominous illumination of the stricken man;
for whom came the peace his Nataly had in earth. Often

did Nesta conjure up to vision the palpitating form of the

beloved mother with her hand at her mortal wound in

secret through long years of the wearing of the mask to

keep her mate inspirited. Her gathered knowledge of

things and her ruthless penetrativeness made it sometimes

hard for her to be tolerant of a world whose tolerance of

the infinitely evil stamped blotches on its face and shrieked

in stains across the skin beneath its gallant garb. That

was only when she thought of it as the world condemning

her mother. She had a husband able and ready, in return

for corrections of his demon temper, to trim an ardent

young woman's fanatical overflow of the sisterly senti-

ments; scholarly friends, too, for such restrainings from

excess as the mind obtains in a lamp of History exhibiting


