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utter ruin in liis present

Had Nelson, on landing

(luced his

situation.'

from his lioat, on that occasion, ac-

complished his ardent wishes, married

the lady, and settled down in Quebec,

his conduct would have amounted to

desertion from the service, which,

should his passion for nautical life

have sul)se()uently revived, wotdd

have ))laced an almost insurmountable

(»l)stacl(^ between him and future em-

ployment in the British navy.

That Nelson had made a deep im-

pression upon her heart may be in-

terred from several particul.i, ». At
that time Sir Fiederick HaMimand
was (!ov(M-nor at (Quebec. His secre-

tary and aid-de-camp. Major Mat-

thews, was also a suitor for this lady's

hand. After Nelson's departure, this

olhcer renewed his attentions and

pressed her to marry him. But she

refused. Having been sought by a

Post-( 'ai>tain of the Eoyal Navy, she

couhl not, she said, ' ///////, if Kcopfin//

111(1/ iine hdiiiKjiiKj til fill' lOiiiij ii'hosr mill

/'Yf,s /uurr t/iuii tliiff of Colour/.'

Shortly afterwards fJovernor Hal-

(liniand went home, accouii)anied l)y

Major Matthews. In process of time

the latter V)ecame a colonel, and was

appointed (lOvernor of Chelsea Hos-

pital. Some years had elapsed, and

Miss Simpson had attained the age of

_'(( or _'? years, remaining still un-

married. This fact being ascertained

\>y Colonel Matthews, he again re-

newed his suit, and was finally ac-

cepted : and theyliecame engaged.

Mr. James Thompson, Jun., fur-

nishes the following particulars :

—

- Colonel Matthews' ai)pointment in

t he Horse Guards not admitting of

his return to Canada, to fulfil his en-

•'agements to Miss Simpson, she went

to join him, and they were married in

London, from whence she, as well as

the colonel, maintained a close cor-

respondence ; the former, indeed,

looked upon my father (Mr. James
Thompson, Sen.) in the light of a

\ iiirent.

'

This then—Miss Mary Simpson

—

so far as we have yet proceeded with
our evidence —was the young lady
who.se descrij)tion tallies with theword.")

of Nelson's biographers in connection
with the incid(uit that occurred on the
beach at Quebec, ' an amiable Amer-
ican lady, who wan aftnwanls marrml
ami refilled in London.'

We have before us a number of let-

ters,'^ written by (
'ol. and Mrs. Mat-

thews. Her letters manifest the ut-

most kindness of heart, good sense,

and mental cultivation. When Mr.
Thompson's youngest son George was
of age to {trotit by an admission into

the Koyal Academy of Woolwich, and
knowing that it had always been the
old man's earnest hope to j)rocure it

for one of his family, the Colonel
made personal application to the great

minist<u' Pitt in his behalf. We have
by us his original letter of application,

in which he savs under date Horse
Guards, Nov. ^Oth, 1803, ' My Lord
-Having no claim on your Lord-
ship's attention, J feel much ditlidence

in taking this liberty, and have long
hesitated to do it, yet my motives, 1

confidently hojje, will excuse me. Con-
sitleiation for and attachment to a

very old and worthy servant of the
Crown in your Lordship's de])artment
at Quebec, and who, at a very advanced
period of life, is encumbered with a
numerous family, one of whom, in his

fifteenth year, has discovered a strong
disposition for military science, in

which he has received as much in-

struction as that country ciin afford,

and his father's greatest ambition is

that he should be admitted as a cadet
at Woolwich I should
not think myself at liberty to obtrude
this solicitation, were 1 not to add that
Mr. Thompson is a relation of my wife,

and as a mark of attachment to her,

*We cite from the coires|ioinleiite of the Thoiiip-
sun faniil.v. kindly plaucil hi the writer's liaiids hy
.Mr. .Ia«. T. narrower, graiulson of Mr. Thompson,
sen. It affords information eonecrninjf the Colonel
and his estimable lady and his family covering the
period of from 1790 or 1797 to 1831, whjn Mrs. Mat-
thews was still alive, although the Colonel had died
some vears before. m


