
TO THE PEOPLE OF CANADA.
The number and magnitude of the evils that afflict our

country, and the universal and increasing depression of its

material interests, call upon all persons animated by a sincere

desire for its welfare to combine for the purpose of inquiry

and preparation, with a view to the adoption of such remedies

as a mature and dispassionate investigation may suggest.

Belonging to all parties, origins and creeds, but yet agreed

upon the advantage of co-operation for the performance of a

common duty to ourselves and our country, growing out of

a common necessity, we have consented, in view of n brighter

and happier future, to merge in oblivion all past differences

of whatever character, or attributable to whatever source.

In appealing to our Fellow-Colon '-^ts to unite with us in

]
this our most needful duty, we solemnly conjure them, as

they desire a successful issue and the welfare of their country,

to enter upon the task at this momentous crisis in the same
.fraternal spirit.

h' The reversal of the ancient policy of Great Britain, whereby

I
she withdrew from the Colonies their wonted protection in her

I
;markets has produced the most disastrous effects upon

I I Canada. In surveying the actual condition of the country,

i f what but ruin or rapid decay meets the eye ? Our Provincial
^ tGovernment and Civic Corporations, embarrassed; our
' banking and other securities greatly depreciated; our mercan-

tile and agricultural interests alike unprosperous; real estate

scarcely saleable upon any terms; our unrivalled rivers, lakes

and canals almost unused; whilst commerce abandons our

I
shores,the circulating capital amassed under a more favourable

I
system is dissipated, with none from any quarter to replace

f it. Thus without available capital, unable to effect a loan

i
with Foreign States, or with the mother country, although
.offering security greatly superior to that which readily obtains

money both for the United States and Great Britain, when
other than Colonies are the applicants;—crippled therefore,

and checked in the full career of private and public enterprise,

this possession of the British Crown—our country—stands

before the world in humiliating contrast with its immediate
neighbours, exhibiting every symptom of a nation fast sinking

to decay.


