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that the road would soon be opened and

operated. In 1903, when the law incorporat-
ing the Transcontinental was passed, sev-

eral members of this House stated that tise

Grand Trunk Pacific Company wouid neyer

operate the road because it was against their

interests. I 'said go myseif; I could net

find it possible for the Grand Trunk

Pacific ta lase thnt line and oeperate it

when they had a short lino te Portland.
It was. against thoir interoat. Before thé

law wau passed in 19W., Hon. Mr. Field-

ing, Minister of Finance in the Govornmeflt,
gave figures of what the expected cost of th

National Transconitinental railway would

bo, seemng the. Grand Trunk Pacific had

agreed te pay interest at the rate of 3 pot

cent on the whole cost of the lino, and then

operate it? What has been the result?

What did the governimont of business men,

tho mon of the late Administration do?

They appointed a commission of four tuen-

bers, and they had te spend millions and

millions in the building of that railway.

Everybedy wouid be inclined to believe that

the firat duty of the Government in appoint-

ing these men would bo to appoint mon oi

experience in railway construction and

operation. If they had appointed gentlemen

of the experience of the hon. gentleman
from de Lanaudière (Hon. Mr. Casgrain)

do you believe we would have had the samne

results? Far front it.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-They would have

beon worso.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC-But the late Govern-
ment thought that anybody was able to

build a railway of that magnitude-a rond

having a longth of 1,800 milos-that a man

who liad nover seen railwny construction,
or had nover seèn a spike driven to attach

a rail to a tie, would be a fit man to expend

sorieo hundreda of millions of dollars. Con-

soquently the estimates of mon of net the

slightest experienco in railway construc-

tion were tai<en, and what was the resuit?

Instend of costing about $33,0O0 a mile

f romt Winnipeg te Moncton, whnt have we

tic pay? We have about- one hundred nnd

eighty millions to pay, about three times

the amount stated ini the House by Mr.

Fielding. Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier

went one botter. Ho thought thirteen mil-

lions would build the whole lino.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-Ifl annual in-
terest.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC-He nover said Bo.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC.

Hon. Mr. DANDUBAND-Oh, yes. It is
most amusing to hear my hion. f riend attri-
bute such a statement to the late Prime
Minister.

Hon. Mr. BOLDUC-How is it the road
las cost so much-about three times what
,as proposed te be spent on that con-
truction? 1 have stated that the reason
vas becausé of the estimates of men with-
eut any experience; and how have these
tien acted in the construction of that rend?
Ve wouid expect a private company to try

-have many tenderurs for the construction
.' -ilway. but, mnstead. of that, they

divided the whole length of the railroad
into about 21 sections, and they put such
stringent conditions in the clauses given by
them for the tenderers that it was impos-
sible for any one te tender without exposing
himself to complete ruin. Amongst the
clauses mentioned were the following:

And we do hereby deckare and agree that in
case or refusai or fallure ta execute the said
contract wlth thse commlrnssioners. and also to
furnluh the approved uecurity requlred, ta an
amount not exceeding one third of the estlmated
total consideration of thse contrmet for thse falth-
full performance of thse .aid contract, withtn
ten days atter acceptance of thi. tender. the
said cheque sailtbes forfetted ta tise satd coin-
missboners as Uiquidated damages for sucis re-
fusai or falure, and tisat ail comtret rigis
acquired by the aceptance of tht. tender shall
be forfeltedL

So that the tenderer who is not on good
terms with the commissioner wns exposed
te the risk of losing everything hoe hnd.
The amount te be deposited was.not men-

tioned. It wns stated in the directions that
tits amount wns not te exceed one-third of
the whole contract. A man contracting for
eight or ton million dollars, was liable te
ho cnlod on, in the eight dnys foliowing the

nwnrding- of the contract, to give an amount
equai to a third of the amount of bis
tender. If hie could not hie would forfeit his
deposit. Wo understand very woli how f ew
mon were able te tender for the construction
of that rnilway. But, happily for the large
contractors, thoy ceuid mnake some ton or
fifteen million dollars of profit without
touching a shovel or spike, and if it had
beon open to ail the contracters-nîl those
who wero in a position te build the railwny
-the road would have cost at leat
twenty-five or thîrty million ioss than it
actually did cost. I have beon informed
that the railwny now has been nccopted by
the Govornmont; there may be some of
thosýe smaîl difficulties still wîth regard te
sorte extras.


