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United States in the war.  Agricultural
products of enormous values have been sold
to the Allies. Its business and economic
fabric is stronger and on a larger scale
than ever before in its history. Its people
generally during the period of the war sub-
merged petty prejudices, personal ambition
and their own convenience, and devoted
their energies to war work, notably in con-
nection with Red Cross, Patriotic Fund and
kindred efforts. The women of Canada
bore a great and inspiring part
in the struggle. The stoical
patriotism with which they sent
their sons to war; the suspense and bereave-
ments which they suffered, the splendid
influence which they exercised over our
soldiers cannot be too highly commended.
They took the places in business of thou-
sands of men who went overseas and added
to our economic capacity.

But our main inspiration was given by
our soldiers overseas. How nobly have
they upheld our honour thousands of miles
across the sea; their discipline, their
resource, their initiative, their irresistible
dash in attack, their stubborn ‘tenacity
against heavy odds, has made Canada a
name to conjure with. Not only have they
upheld our traditions but, far surpassing
them, they have established for us new and
loftier standards; new and more illustrious
traditions. They have made a magnificent
reputation for our country on those hard-
-fought fields where, before the eyes of all
the world, manhood is tested and reputa-
tions are irrevocably lost or made to endure
throughout eternity. Those who risked all,
and especially that 55,000 who gave all, have
left us a great heritage, but have also left
us great responsibilities and great duties.
Let us, as Canadians, now look well to the
duties which lie immediately before us so
that we may not be untrue to those who
have sacrificed so much for this country,
and so that the principles and ideals for
which they died may become actual insti-
tutions in this country, to be enjoyed by
the people of Canada and posterity, for
whom we, at this crisis, are trustees.

But while it is pleasant to pause and
reflect upon the achievements of the last
four years, so pressing and so vital are the
problems which immediately confront wus
that we must face them now and devote
to them all the ingenuity and concentra-
tion which we possess, looking backward
only for the purpose of obtaining inspira-
tion. And surely the adaptability and in-
genuity shown, and the success achieved,
by our soldiers, our statesmen, our manu-
facturers, our workmen, our farmers and
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our people generally during the period of
the war should make us confident of suc-
cessfully solving them. Let us then under-
take these problems patriotically and un-
selfishly, inspired by the lessons of sacrifice
which we have received from our army

‘overseas.

During the war we had the stimulus of
a common enemy, the excitement and the
fever of battle. This has now been removed.
In order to attain the concentration and
efficiency the present situation demands, we
must have something to take its place.
What is undoubtedly required is a high
sense of patriotism, a strong concept of
public duty and responsibility on the part
of all our people, and such a desire to work
for the common good as shall overshadow
all party prejudice, all class struggles, all
personal selfishness and unworthy personal
motives. Consider the example which has
been given us by our army overseas.
There a Conservative was supported by a
Liberal,—a millionaire stood side by side
with a labourer; there were no class dis-
tinctions no party differences; each was
willing to sacrifice himself for the other;
all were willing to sacrifice themselves for
Canada. The problems before us to-day
are equally great and vital. Let us face
them confidently, strengthened by our
economic success during the war, and un-
selfishly inspired by the splendid traditions
given us by our Army.

The Government has had the problems
of reconstruction under its consideration
for many months. The uncertainty of the
date of peace has added to the difficulty
of the work. I venture to say, however,
that no country was better prepared to
meet these problems than Canada.

It is gratifying to note that the Govern-
ment intends to present a bill to establish
a department of Public Health. It is
essential that we should preserve and foster
our greatest resource, the vital energy of
our people, whlch nature, by the vigour of
our beneficent climate, gives them in such
abundance. During the recent great
struggle there has been a greater mortality
among children in Canada from purely
preventible diseases than the number of
our casualties in the war which enables us
to appreciate the mnecessity of legislation
of this character.

The proposed Better Housing Bill will
be acceptable to the entire country. Any-
one who has wandered through the tene-
ments of great cities cannot fail to be im-
vressed with the absolute necessity of
government assistance and = supervision.
Happily in this new country we are able



