
AUGIJT 2, 1917 4061

The followlng -commenta are made by the
Medical Superintendent of the Mllitary Hospi-
tals Commission-

"Eleven of these were heavy drinkers, but
the condition wa-4 dlrectly due to alcohol In
only five o! the eleven. In the other six of
the eleven, the mental condition ltself was
probably responsible for drlnklng.

The total roll o! returned Insane men le not
yet complete, Insanity, feeble mlndedness and
specific diseases of the nervous system taken
together, but not lncludlng epilepsy make up
about 2 per cent of ail returned Invalida. Re-
Iatilvel'y speakiigt ,of the Ireturned soldierç;
sufferlng from nervous or mental dlsabillty
there are very few ciLses traceable dlrectly
to alcohollsm.

Faithfully yours,
<Sgd.) Alfred Thompson."

It may be assumed that less than 300 cases
of insanlty have been returned so far to Can-
ada since the beginnlng of the war.

B.-Venereal Disease.
(a) Whlle It ta true that no0 one cause con-

tributes mnore striongW~ itd 'venereal disease
than ind1ulgence in drink, the statements made
with regard to the prevalence of venereal di-
tEase in the Canadian troops which are usefi
to boister up the general charges made against
the liquor trade In Great Britain are ahI char-
acterizal by the samne gross overstatement and
ui.fair use of figures. For instance, on page
47 a quotatl3a la given fromn a speech given
ly Col. Sir- Ha-nar Greenwood in Parliament
on April 23, 1917, te the effect that in four-
teen months 7,000 Canadians had undergone
treatment for venereal disease f rom one of
the three Canadian camps in Britain. This
statement appears In another form on another
page 0f the pamphlet as follows: "The Gov-
ernment bas given us figures for the army at
hoeyie last year and they are 43 per 1,000.
There are 7,000 cases In one Canadian camp
alone.'" [t wlll be notlced that the length of
tîme, fourteen months, in whlch the alleged
number of cases occur, laeOmltted, and that
no0 statement ls made as to the number of
tbousands of Canadian troops which had
passed through that camp in the course of
fourteen months wîthout venereal disease. It
Is regretted that accurate figures as to the
Incidence of venereal disease among Candlans
In Britaîn and France are not available in
Canada, but, speaking generally, they are
about the same for Canadian troops in Eng-
land and France as In Canada. For instance
In the menth of January, 1917, the percent-
age due to venereal disease of the total sick-
ness among the troops in Canada- was 1.8
whlch 15 as hlgh as in England.

(b) The situation in Canada may be stated
as follows:
Total number of recruits C.E.F. to

March 31, 1917...........406,209
Total cases venereal disease admitted

in Canada in *sa;me period.. .. ... 10,232
Percentage of venereal disease cases to

numi7er of recruits.......... 2.5
That la In every 1,000 recruits enllsted 25

developed jVenereal dlsease in )aearly three
years, or about 8 per annum.

Prom these figures It la fair to conclude as
* 1ollows:

In civil 11f e the 1,000 recruits may be said
to represent a population of about 4,000 made
up as fo]lows:

trnmarried men............500
Marrled men.............500
wîves................500
Children, 5 per family.......2,500

Total..............4 000
A civil population of 4,000, if incidence of

venel'eai disease were the same as for the
1,000 men in the C.E.F. whlch is tsken as the
unit, would then have 8 cases of venereal dis-
ease in the year, or twenty-five In three
years period. There is no doubt that the
actual incidence in civil life, partlcularly in
villages, towns or cities 1s far in excess of
these figures, although no0 figures from civil
sources are available, the disease not belng
registez able under civil authorlty.

4. It is submitted, please, that the above
crlticisms on the character of the pamphlet In
question are f air and represent the 'general
unrellability of the pamphlet as a whole. If
I may be per-mitted to express an opinion
lased upon my personal knowledge of the
situation among the Canadian troops in France
and Britain as regards alcohollsm and vene-
real disease it would be that the circulation
of statements such as I the pamphlet In
question, among the people of Canada ls most
undeeirable, and should be prevented by any
measures open to the authorities, havlng re-
gard to the Interests both of the troops them-
selves and of the Canadian public.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sdg.) J. T. Fotheringham,
Surgeon-General,

D.M.S. Invalida.

Reference je ýmade i this report to cer-
ta:in infoiem.aition -in respecit of wh.ieh in<rniry
has been made i Great Brirtain. In addi-
tion rboirheit, other messages bearing on the
subject have been despatched, to, which no
reiply has yet heen rece.ived. The replies
rwill be expedi.ted as much as possible, and
when. bhey are received a further statement
on the subject 'will ho made.

PAPERS PIRESENTED.

'Copies, of orders in coauneil referring te
officers reve:tting to lower ran-k -i order to
proceed to -the front.-Sir Edward Kenp.

QUESTIONS.

(Questions .answered orally -are indieated
by îasterdsks).

MIL G. P. DILLON.

Mr. DELISLE:
1. ls Mr. G. A. Dillon an employeea of the

Government?
2. If au, since what date bas he been em-

ployed?
3. What salary doe he recelve and what are

bis duties?
4. Dld he pass a Civil Service Examination?

Mr. DOHERTY:
1. Yes.
2. Janua'ry 4, 1912.


