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parliarnent aud appealed to the cuntry on
the reciprocity issue. But the statea men in
the United States, and foremost amoug
thern was the late James G. Blaine, took the
precaution, for what reason I do not know-
of iusisting on Canada settiug forth what
ahe desired in writing. Tliat same precau-
tien lias uot been taken this time between
Mr. Taft, President of the United States,
and Mr. Fielding, the Minister of Finance
of Canada. No writteu agreement was re-
quired hefore the negotiations began. But
iu those days Mr. Blaine wanted te know
what the gentlemen from Canada would
propose to tlie United Statea; lie wanted
it lu black sud white in order that lie
Wight kuow wliat tliey wouid discusa at
Washington. And Lord Stanley, our Gov-
ernor General of that day, wrote to the
Colonial Secretary, Lord Knutsford, a series
of questions whicli would be debated b y the
Canadien representatives with Mr. B, laine
and the members of the American executive.
The first question they were te debate,
according te Sir John Macdonaid-because
aithougli the letter la signed by Hîs Ex-
ceilen-cy the Governor General, yet lu thia
country, where we have reaponaibie gov-
erument, tlie Goveruor General speaks ouly
by has Prime Minister sud has cabinet-
and this letter-the utterance of Sir John
Macdonald-was:

Tihe renewal of the reciprocity treaty of
1864, wîth the modifications required by ai-
tered circumstances of both crnrntries and witb
the extensionsl by the commission deemed to
be lu the interest of Canada and the United
States.

Then foliow sorne other questions respect-
Ing -the fisheries, the Askan boundary,
the coasting liaws and other mattera. Ani
let -me aay en passant, that this unrestriet-
ed reciprocity poiicy, wbich, foi, my part,
I would net advocate to-day-becauae I
have grown older and probabiy wiaer-so
appealed te the electorate of this Domin-
ion, thet they divided almost eveiniy at the
polis. And xemember that we, of the 11h-
erai Party. had lest the services cf our
great leader, Hou. Edward Blake. We *ere
defeated, but only by a very slim majority.
After the elections cf 1891, if I mistake not,
the majority of the Conservative party, then
sitting at the rigbt of the Chalr, numbered
only 19 or 20, having dwindied te tliat num-
bez from 50 or 60. And wliat appeals were
made to the province cf Ontario, and te
the province of Quebec and ot.her parts of
the country 1 It was during the last phasea
of Sir John Macdonaid's briant caaeer,
bis iast appeal te the electors,-a Britishi
subjeet lie wag born, a Britishi subject lie
wouid die 1The riglit hon. gentleman. (Sir
Wilfrid Laurier), who newiea.ds Vhs House
liad ýoniy been selected. as leader of the
Liberal Party a f ew years before, iu 1888
or 1889. H1e was not then se weii known in
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the country as he is to-day. And he be-
ionged te the minority. Yet, Sir, li the
great province of Ontario, -the -majority for
Sir John Macdonald in the eleetions of 1891,
was net more than h-aif a baker's dozen.
And the province of Quebec we carried by
a inajority of 15. We lest in ail the ather
provinces, exoept, I believe, Prince Ed-
ward Island.ý Ail thia to shoy you that,
now that we are not asking to. commit this
country to unrestricted reciprocity wi-th the
United States, but have receded te the
sounder po.licy of restricted reciprocity, if
parliament Were'dissoived,' and an appeal
made to the electorate of the Dominion, 1
have no hesitation in saying, the Liberal
party wouid again carry the country. At
ai events, the poliey of the Liberal party
in 1891, for the maemy causes I have men-
tioned, was defeated by the electors. Bat,
Sir, the Liberal party, in 1893, again raised
the flag -of reciprocity.

Mr. WRIGHT. Before the hon. gentle-
man leaves the elections of 1891, let me
point eut -several points in which, he bas
not stated the f acts with accuracy. He
says that in 1891 the Liberais carried the
province of Quebec by a majority of 15.
Quebec only gave tliem 5. And-lie is
wrong aiso with regard to the generai re-
suit.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Ail I know is, that the
Party of my hon. friend (Mr. Wright),
came back to office with a iargely reduced
majerity. And we must thank the elector-
ate for having postponed the final victory
of the Liberai party. If the Liberai party
had corne into power li 1891-and we were
v .ery near reaching the coveted goal-we
6houid have inherited the effecta of the
National Policy, we would have been held
responsible of the Black Fridays; and, ne
doubt, in 1896, the electorate would have
done for us what tliey did for our oppen-
enta.

Mr. MIDDLEBRO. Had the Liberais
corne into power, wouid they have carried
out the poiicy of u.nrestricted. reciprocity,
which the hon. gentleman (Mr. Lemieux),
lias just said he is, aorry for having advo-
cated P

Mr. LEMIEUX. My hon. frieud (Mr.
Middlebro), is a lawyer. I believe. As a
lawyer, lie knows thaît the witnes cannot
answer a hypotheticai question, eBpeciaily
wheu it refera te past eve±nts. Let bygones
be bygones. But iii 1893 a.t the Liberal
convention in Ottawa, the Liberal party
once more raised the flag of reciproity-
reatricted reciprocity-with the United
States. We Liherals generally bow to, the
wishes of the electors. In the platform
laid down at that convention appears the
foiiowing:


