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ed the fringes of the more : 5
prominent evi-

&egg;*g;gf 1ts growth. This is the land which |
increased rp?n us at the present moment for |
our ears toz}tIWay facilities. Shall we close
contributio S ery ? Does not the enormous |
of our lon of that fertile land to the wealth,
our hands ?on en'gltle it to consideration, at |
to us: if If, Sir, we are to bind the west |
the rich Wwe are to share with the west in |

Ich fruitfulness of that country, we

&‘ﬁltulllélsten to equip lines of communication |
W Tact %IIDIS of transportation. I believe, Sir, |
b know, that such is the purpose and |
ion of this government.

WhaI}cO;’V pass to a moment’s consideration of
way S known as the transcontinental rail-
At question. A_fter the very full consider-
little given to 1_:hls subject last session, but
i, posneed‘ be said now. The House is already

L Csessmn of the proposed modifications of
Hhnt.1 gntract, modifications and alterations
Pl ave the contract of last year in the
o reountouched. It is not necessary for me
ation Den the chief issue. It is the determin-
Hios of the government to construct or to
e constructed another transcontinental
this ay, and I think I may fairly say that

= DPolicy receives endorsement on all sides.
e est of Lake Superior there are no two opin-
& uS on the question and by common con-
oi;nt it would seem that the people
T the. west entirely disregard politics |
: thel_r strongly expressed desire for |
thg railway. : 1. take it too, that 'in \
e older provinces of the Dominion there |
e no two opinions on the main question.
demapl(‘lesgnt needs and future possibilities
s Ill_ increased transportation facilities.
the ‘D?_ltwal future_ depends very largely on
unitso 1darity. of this confederation, and the
i nsl’o%nd solidarity of confederation can be
e fed no better, .than by the construct-
oceag ta railway highway from ocean to
all ¢ , touching each province and traversing
o ?'nada. It then comes down largely to a
isses lon of method and means. To that
noil:lekis the question narrowed down. I do
s now that the purpose of the govern-
e yvith respect to the eastern portion of
it thz_ulwny needs any justification from me
| is juncture. Already this House has
E‘?Ogd\its approval. I as a member of this
o Se have endorsed the project by my vote,
e I believe _that my constituents approve
Wagly action in that regard. But, Sir, there
e a great deal said last session touching
o nWItShdom of building through the newer
mucgl'f ern part of Ontario., and we heard
e roxindgentlemen opposite reflecting up-
i 1:e wisdom of that course. Let me say
e hat in my humble opinion, lapse of

me, and further inquiry have but confirm-
el&i and established the wisdom of that policy.
; ore than that; it seems to me that there
S no feature of the whole scheme which can
S0 appeal to a resident of the province of
Ontario, as the proposal to build this rail-

road from the Manitoba to the Quebec boun-
ary, across new Ontario. We have heard

the familiar cry ring in our ears that there
is nothing for Ontario in the project. No-
thing for Ontario in this project ? Is it noth-
ing for Ontario, that our province shall have
opened up and placed in the way of develop-
ment, hundreds of miles of territory now an
unsettled wilderness ? Is it nothing for us
that the mining, the timber, and the agricul-
tural resources of that long unexplored land
shall at length bé exploited ? Ts it nothing

| for us, that the undoubted fertile belt of that

great northern half of Ontario shall be
thrown open to the settler? Isitnothing for
Ontario that for a certainty along the line of
the proposed new railway there shall spring
up towns and villages where the forest
and mineral wealth of the great region shall
be converted into manufactured products ?
Nothing for Ontario! Surely, Sir, it is a nar-
row and contracted vision that can see noth-
ing for Ontario in such a splendid prospect.

What, Sir, is the only inference to be
drawn from such expressions ? Must it not
be this—that those from whom such expres-
sions are heard have no abiding faith in
thelr province ? Must it not be that they
doubt the wealth of that region, and practi-
cally say that one-half of the province of
Ontario is worthless ? - If, Sir, we are really
convinced that the great northern half of
Ontario is a barren wild, an impenetrable
waste, pledged for all time to the red deer
and the moose, to be traversed only by the
Indian or by some adventurous trader ; it
Sir, we are of opinion that it is an unkind
and inhospitable region unsuited for the
habitation of man, then, in Heaven’s name,
let us admit the fact to each other, and let
us sit down with folded arms and confess
that we cannot extend settlement to the
north, that so far as the province of On-
tario is concerned, real progress and de-
velopment are at an end. But if, on the
other hand, we have a strong faith in the
resources and possibilities of that region—
if we believe, as those about me from On-
tario and from other provinces do believe,
that New Ontario may, by bold and wise
measures, be made a greater Ontario—if we
have enduring confidence in the heritage be-
stowed upon us by Providence, and in the
skill and pluck of our people to use these
splendid possessions, then, Sir, our duty is
plain ; our duty is to go ahead.

We are told of engineering difficulties, of
insuperable natural barriers. Where and
what they are, Sir, I have yet to learn.
They are not to be found on the charts and
maps of surveyors and explorers. I fear
that they exist only in the mind of the
doubting Thomas who lacks the courage to
address himself to the problem of his coun-
try’s development. We are told, too, that
the proposed line through New Ontario and
New Quebec will be snowbound for four
wonths out of the twelve. How smgularly
astray is such a prediction, when we re-
member that this winter, which has been
rather a severe one, the mortherly railways



