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the countrv againîst the doctrine of auquiescence
whten we req pire a license : but, Sir, I repeat agani
that the lhon. gentlenlil does not require a license,
ald will not midertaLke to enfot ce this Ilaw against
vessels coming in havs, say ten miles wide,
andt kmeping ore tha.nî tlhr.e miles fromu the
coist. Unless vou are prepared to do that
iii telie case of 'every land-lockel hay on the
coast 4f Nova Scotia aLnd Prince Edward Islanld,
youîr mîeasire accomplislhes notling except to give
to the United States a very large privilege for a
lere trifle ail by doing so you admit tlat. these

o sare not necessary for the pirlpose of
police. It is true, Sir, tiat under thiis measure a
licen-se nay be issued which will permit the parties
to cole witiunî tlie tlree muiles, but wienî an Ainer-
iani ves.sel is iii the centre of one of the large
bays. 0a1ring on fish ing operations four or five
mlliles froim the coast, will the lin. gentleiman imd 1er.1
take ti eiforce the law against that slhip which as
no4) license ?The hon. gentleman will not venture
to do ut. and in not venturing to d( it lie is nlot
ventturing to do anyth ing to< uphold the authority
of this country as against the pretensions of the
Uniteol States. It secilis to mle, Sir. thatthis mneasuire j
is oie whiclh is calculated t veaken the rights
of Caunla iii this iatter of the tisheries. If a '
mod-/. 'Urind is establislied it. ouglit t<o be estab- j
lislhed fri a particular purpose. When this was
first proposed it was defenîded on the gronuils that
nerotiations were pending. and that it wvas njeces-
sary to concilia te and to allow the Amîericans tiis
libertv until the negotiations could4 seconsum
mate:ic. Nw t here are ni nîegotiation's pendfing.
There sis no step taken towards thle settlement of the
difficulty between us, and yet the liberty of supplies
for tishing i s to be granted, and a modus rir-udi is
to bie establlslied which is to' leai to notliiing The
lion. gent lemllanl wvill see, fuîrtler, that the nIodn

/ri/' tlhat lias recently heen estabIislied betweei i
Grceat Rritain and thie States is a modui ri-
nd iiel lookinig towaris pending iegotiations.
A treaty lias been agreed. to, a boarl of arbitration
lias been establlslied to whiclh disputed riglhts are
referred, and these parties are about to engage iii
the iegotiatiois with a view to a seulement of the
inatter in dispuite. This o/n«riren-w/i is a ea ns
contributiing to an enid in that case, but in thtis case
the mnov/us rireurldi leads to nothinîg : it is the end i
itself. It is nlot erated or. establlisliedi with a view
to accomplish sole other purpose. There are no
negotiations pending, no treaty to'be consuunniiated,
and it is simply a backing down fron the position
hitherto taken. It is an athnission tliat you have a
right whicl you lare îlot defend, and wlich you
are proposing to confer upon the Aiericais for a
mnere trifle, which on their part concedes nothing
to you of the pretensions which you have hitlierto
put forward. You are iii exactly the sane positin, 1
so far as that is concerned, as if you had conceded1
totheAmericanovernent tleirclaimsaltogether.
Your- liceise is a license whicli tley recognize1
only within the waters which they have not dis-
puted to be yours, andm whiclh eoncedes nothing to1
you with regard to those waters which they. say
are a. part of the higli seas. It seemis to me, Sir,
that our position is every year )ec(oiniuig weaker1
anîd weaker. The hon. gentlemen on the Treasury1
benches, by undertaking to establish a permanent
regulation undler wvhichl tliese licenses niay be an-
nually issuel, ar'e withdraing the subject from

iMr. 3inuu. (Rothwell).

the attention of Parliamnîcît with a view to its being
lost sight of altogether.

On section 2,
Mr. TUPPER. I propos>e> to insert at the end

of the first line these words : " On like terms and
conlitions as those issued luider the provisions of
this Act." These wordls h weire iot in the previous
P>ill, wlien we w-ere acting in unison iwith the
colony of Newfoundland; but vithouit them if
the policy at preseit prevailing in Newfoundland
contiiines, Amiierican vessels mnight obtain these
privileges there for iotliiii, nd we might td
oursel"vs allowing United States vessels to enter
Cauadian ports oni liceises issued in Newfoiuildlaid
f"l* whiclh nob cinsideration was giveni. To gurd
agatîinst that I propose to ail these words.

Mr. LA. UIER. As I ,undrtand, tiis amend-
iieit is to provide tlhat if liceises are issued in

Newfouundladol free of const. they shall lot be ac-
cepted in our ports.

Mr. TUPPER. No. that wias never the inten-
tioi. e co-oplerited iii a planl embo lied iii this
Act :buit siice Newfoulland decidied not to
co-operate witl us in this policy. it bas issued
licenses free to unitel States vessels.

Mr. LAURIER. Aml you do iot propose to,
accept them?î7.

MIr. TUPPEL. No, wve wuld nîot reognize
icenses issted free to Uniited States vessels.

Nir. LA URI ER. That is a iew% -departure.
M r. DAVI ES (P. E. I.) Yes, it is a îew dpa rt ulre

aid ail important oie, and posibly a very uifor-
tumate ome. and I w ouli suggest to the hon.genl-
tleinan wiether it. is desirable to proceed with that
aieIiwhent just niow. O.>ur relations with New-
fouuidlanud i'are of such a strained claracter at
preseit thuat they slhould receive at a very early day
the consideration of this House. and I may say
that it is my pupose at a very early day to invite
the attention of the House to that sub.ject. withL a
view of)f seeing wvhethîer som1e f-mod/uinay not le
discovered by which the former friendly and
ainicable relations Ietween us mnay be restunied. I
(do not propose to discuss the matter nlow. 'j'e
hon. gentleman vished it for piblie reasois to
reinîain in abeyance, and i do not wvish to preci-
pitate a dscussion that uiglht be injurious to the
pîubhic imterest. But if I do fnot receive an assurance
that it is so, I will, at a very early day, invite the
attentioi of the House to a considerationu of those
relations. As a matter of fact, the fee whicli wbe
charige for these licenses is little more tha niomma.

Mr. TUPPER. It aiouits to about 8100 on an
or'dinar'y vessel, and sonetimes to $200.

Mr. I)AVIES (P.E.I.) It amouunted last yeau
to 810,000) for the whole of the fishîeries, and that
is a nominal sun for the privileges whiich we have
coniceLed. I hope there is not a gentleman on
either sile of this -fouse wlo would call $10,(000 a
value for those concessions. I understand that they
are given from other motives and for other reasons
altogether. I know that when w'e came to value
these privileges a few years ago, we valued theu
more in huundreds of thousands of dollars than iin
tens of thousands, and I would be very sorry to let
it go forth that the sum which we charge for thei is
held to be remuneration for themi in any sense or
way. It miight huereafter comei up against us preju-

14S7 1488


