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a country which lias about a quarter of therailwav
mileage of the worlld and whose freiglits are
cheaper and whose nanagemnent is cheaper
thai that of any country in the world, so
tlat <utir people have an object lesson constantly
liefore thenm which is more valuable than any coi-
mission could offer. We have conditions existing
here which I think would very seriously embarrass
the inanagenient under sucli circunistances. Still, I
helieve the schene of a commission bas great merits.
I an sure that everv memiber ou this side of the
House would ble only too glad to support any schemne
which, while doing justice to the country, would
wipe the political aspect out of the mnanagement of
the Intercolounial Railway. and I for one would do
anything either in the direction of the appointment
of a conmission or of any other imoditication of
the management of the Intercolonial Railway so as
to bring about that desirable result : but at the
sane time I wouhl not lose siglt of the fact that
this is a national road and that, if it is handed
over to a coinnssion, the true national ends for
which it was constructed shall not be lost sight of
in its working.

Mr. FRASER. I an very glad this matter has
been brought before the House, and I agree with
iuch that was said hv the hou. nienber for Albert
(Nr. Weldon), which I nust admit had a great
deal of weight with me. I an aware that the
Intercolonial Railway is a bond of union between
the provinces, so that the deficit on that road
might well be met by the Dominion, but I (do not'
think that, because it is a bond of union, we should
always take it for granted that there will be a de-
ficit, and that we should act upon that
idea and receive with .perfect complaisance
the deficits whicl we have to nmeet year
after year, provided we can avoid that result.
If the people of the various provinces are accom-
modated as they are now, I believe that we can
change this deficit, and I think we should havé
somne commission of. enquiry in regard to it. Somte
hon. gentlernèn seen to assume that this road was
built under such circunstances that there must be
a deticit in'its working. I do not think the con-
tracting parties believed that there was to be
alwavs a; -defièit on this road, and I think that
probably a conmittee would find many things in
the ianagemèn't of this. road which might be
changed. Within the last few days I have found
the manner in which rates are charged on the
Intercolonial Railway. For exanple, a car of
flour fron-Ontario to Nova Scotia cani only be paid
as far as New Glasgow, and the charge
from New Glasgow to Antigonish is five or six
times as large as that from Ontario to New Glas-
gow. Of course I admit that you cannot charge
as nuch per mile for long distances as for short
<istances.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Will the hon. gentle-
man repeat that statement?

Mr. FRASER. I say that the freight.upon the
same car of flour from New Glasgow to Antigonish
is .five ties as much per mile as from Ontario ,to
New Glasgow. I cau undérstand that·the-freighi
must, of necessity, be less per mile for the longer*
distance tlhan fôr the shorter distance, but let .us
change the situ'ation. For exanmple, the freight on'
a car froni Antigonish to New (lasgow, 41
miles,:is $10, and on the sanie car from New Glas-

Mr. DICKEY.

gow to Spring Hill, a distance of 100 miles.it is only
Z4. There must he something wrong there. Wlhat

is the reason for that ?
Sir JOHN THOMPSON. You never get the

imileage on the loiig haul the saime as on the short
haul.C

.Mr. FRASER. But the charge foi' a car 41
miles is 810, and for a distance more than twiee
that, it is only $4.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. That is not so. You
are misinforned about that.

Mr. FRASER. I an stating what I had from
a business man, who actually had to pay that
famout.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. There w-as somie difh-
culty a little while ago in reference to sone matter
of that kind, but it was arranged.

Mr. FRASER. I an011lyn nmentioning this in order
to show the way in which the Intercolonial Railway
is imanaged, and I say that an investigation should
be had into that managemnent. I an satistied that
too mcli is nade of the long rates and that the
IntercoloniialRailwiay is not nakipig enough of the
local business. I think that the Intercolonial Rail-
w-ay shouli, like nost railways now, begin to see
that there is more to be inade in the local busimess
than lias hitherto been considered, and I believe
that, if better rates were given, and the local trade
were developed in that way, we would make more
out of the road than by continually looking to the
longer hautls. Then, as to what the hon. mem-
ber for Aibert (Mr. \\Veldon) says should be taken
into coisideration, that there is something different
ni Canada fron the condition of the countries to
which lie has referred. I amr satisfied that there
could be such a pruning broughît about hy such a
coninission as the hon. gentleman has spoken
of as would materially reduce the deticit on this
roal. I an sure that the people of Nova Scotia
would not like to see the road handed over to a
company, and the reason is plain. They want to
have the prèsent rates or more favourable rates for
the carriage of their freight; but, for mnyself, I
would not fear th'at any more injury would
resulit fron a company than from the present
system under *hich the road is run, and, if
the present rates nust be upheld, I would not
very mîuch obiject to handiùg the road over to
a conpany. As far as the political aspect of the
question is concerned, we could never suffer more
froni any conmany than we do now as the road
is conducted un(der the Dominion Goverment.
But that aside, as a business matter, I amn satisfied,
if a conssion were appointed, they could mnake
these suggestions. The hon. nemnber for Queen's,
Pý E. I. (Mr. Davies) spoke about running the road
from Ottawa. I -must take issue with him there.
I thiùk there are men on the Intercolonial Railway,
at Moneton, now, to whom if full powers were
given, that would run the road· better than it is
now run from'Ottawa. I ar satisfied, for example,
that.the time-table which is dictated fron Ottawa
is against the views of the best räilway men at
Monctnô', aid couI d be chaiged for the better. The
whole time-table is now made out with .the view of
satisfying otiher lines. A good table was prepared
a yëar ago'that was. satisfactory to the people of
Néw Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and half a&n hour
afterwards it was changed from Ottawa. You must
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