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ini the 1880s, when the nation's Pacific Coast pro-
vince, British Columbia, was first linlced with the
eastern provinces by a transcontinental rail line.
Only 65 miles of railway track were in existence in
nil British North American colonies ia the year 1850;
by 1860 the ribboas of steel exceeded 2,000 miles
ini length.

AIR TRAVEL
Since Alexander Grahiam Bell's S ihier Dart achieved
Canada's first flight in 1909, conquest of the air bas
made vast contributions to the nation 's economy and
to communications with remote areas. Today powerful
jets speeci passengers and goods from ocean to
ocean in a few hours; by contrast, in 1920, the first

coast-to-coast flight, organized by the Canadian Air
Board, required a flying tiie of 45 hotus from October
7 to Octoberl17.

WATER TRAVEL
Waterways had been the first highways and the de-
velopaient of these natural routes was sinrnltaneous
witb the spread of commerce. Nature's barriers in the
forai of waterfalls and rapids, have been overcone by
great engineering works, the ,aost notable beijgthe
St. Lawrence Seaway. Completed in 1959 at a total
cost of $470 million, Canada's share of wbich was
$330 million, the Seaway transformed minld lalce
cities into semports mnd enables aIl but the largest
seagoing vessels to ateani 2,000 miles inland.
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