
Central to the Arias Plan was a f ixed timetable af

negotiations along' with disarmainent by the governinents and

rebels in those states experiencing civil war. Even sa, any

agreement which may be reached under this plan will be only a

f irst step taward a durable peace process. The iuilitary

problems are only symptamatic of muore fundamental problems
which they have flot yet begun ta address. Exacerbating the

wide-spread poverty are carrupt and dictatorial gavernments,

iqnoring the neede of the. population as a whole and hunian

rights in general. Thus, nat anly do they' have ta improve

thei.r national aecurity and their econamy, but they wauld have
to establish a reginie vithin which huxtan rights, f reedom and
justice were assured for their people.

The formation of a Regional Association of Nations <RAN)
includinq Honurs, Guatemal.a, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa
Rica and perhaps Panaa, would be a neessary firat step for
establishing a durable peace in tis area and ixuproving the.
standard of living of its peoples.
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Oiously, the situation and probleus in Central Europe

are quit. different from those cf Central Aiierica. Contending
armies fce one another 4aUly aoross borders pricly with


