
.... .... ....

Converted silos - living in the round

Mns. John Vogel of Bright's Grove, Ont-
ario, came originally from the Nether-
lands, where for yeors she saw people
convert windmills to unique and attrac-
tive homes. So ini 1963, when she and lier
husband were house-hunting and came
across an unused silo, the conversion idea
came naturally.

They found the silo on a 12- by 30-
metre (40- by 100-foot) lot which had
been part of a farmi on the south shore of
Lake Huron, and today their unusual
homne towers above the conventional
houses surrounding it.

It cost Mns. Vogel about $9,000 in
1964 to have a contractor make the silo
liveable by clearing away rotten wood;
painting and insulating the walls; instal-
ling floors supported by wood beams;
piercing the walls for windows; installing
plumbing andl electricity; erecting a spiral
staircase along one side of the inside wall;
adding a circular set of windows at the
ton of the silo covered by a peaked roof;
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tion work themselves at a cost of about
$5,000 over the past three years.

More recently they have had a large
ranch-style house constructed as an ex-
tension to the silo. During construction,
the family lived in a nearby house on
their farm vror>ertv. When asked why

required for the families to convert their
silos. Similarly, no govemment assistance
was sought for either conversion.

(Curt Halen, a senior platiner with the
Ontario Ministry of Housing, prepared
the foregofng article for Housing Ontario,
August/Septem ber 11978.)

Canada/Malawi bMaterai investment
protection pact

Canada's economic and trade links with
Malawi were strengthened recently with
the signature of a bilateral investment
protection agreement in Malawi. The
agreement, which is tied directly to the
Canadian Foreign Investment Insurance
Program administered by the Export De-
velopment Corporation (EDC), is de-
signed to foster increased trade and in-
vestment to the mutual benefit of the
two Commonwealth nations.

Malawi's signature to the accord indi.
cates to Canadian businessmen that thil
southeast African nation is keen to deý
velop its industrial base and trade link!
witli Canada. The EDC program insure:
Canadian investors in other countrWe
against the risk of loss by reason of poli
tical actions in the host country.

Canada lias signed similar agreement
of interest to the business conununit,
with 22 countries: Antigua, Barbado5
Belize, Dominica, Fiji, Gambia, Ghana
Grenada, Guinea, Jamaica, Indonesio
Israel, Liberia, Malaysia, Montserral
Morocco, Pakistan, St. K.itts, St. Lucic
St. Vincent, Singapore, and Trinidad an
Tobago.

EDC recently approved loans, expoi
credits and surety insurance as well 2
foreign investmnent guarantees totallin
$146.392 million to support prospectiv
export sales of $ 166.07 million to Algeril
Argentina, Cuba, Haiti, Iran, Mexic(
Portugal, S'outhi Africa, Venezuela an
Yugoslavia.

The expected sales will create or mai
tain some 6,000 man-years of emploi
ment in Canada and will involve il su]
pliers and at least 40 sub-suppliers acro
the country.

The transactions involve such goo<
and services as aircraft, locomotives, ai
port projects, dump trucks and a pell
tizing plant.

EDC is the federally-owned comme
cial enterprise that provides boans to su
port export sales, export credits ar
surety insurance, foreign investmnent gu
rantees and other financial facilities
Canadian exporters to enable tliem
compete internationally.
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