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Creator. Thon again, as an original thinker and
a practical educationiot, he retraced the stepe takion
in clildhnod and yonth tili ho etood by the crade-
a man with the experience that cornes only trom
actual contact with lite at many different points.
There ho found that the great impediment to human
progress lay in the lack of culture for those germe of
child-naturo which lie latent but are commonly left
to chance. If theso germe and instincts are to be
developed and become subjeot to the beneficent laws
of evolution, they muet receive a training which ie
tounded on an intelligent application of the lawe of
human nature; theso lawe can only be deduced from
the tudy of human nature itaelf. This nature ie 50
compleu that it must be observed in its earliest and
simpleet stages if observation je to b. o! practical
value.

Another incentive to study Froebel lies in the tact
that while ho was','no more peddler o! other men'e
wares," he wue thoroughly acquainted with'tho hie-.
tory of educational thought and practice -in anoient
and modern times, 80 that ho waeted no ime and
energy in futile experimonte. Hie fiery enthusiasm
for retorm rested on a eound cowervatite bauis, which
led hlm to recoguize the fact that the progrees o!
the human race muet be a coehrent wiok Ho oav
that the bude and'blosemeo! promise that delight
us to-day are borne on a tree whoese roote strike deop
down into a remote puet, and that the growth which
will be a joy to future generations derives its nourioh-
ment trom the same source. Thuawhile sympathiz-
ing wit.h the aima o! revolutioniete in 1848, ho
reprobated thoso methode by which mon hoped to
botter the presett by rudely sevoring iLs connectibn
with the put, AUl the cruAle thought and feeling
represented by socialism, iiihilism, and anarchy, vas
distastetul to hlm, because ail these sohemes impose
restrainta trom vithout, while hia principlos demand
development from vithin. Hie watchwords ame,
freedom, by spontanoons obedience to law; i-dvidu-
ality, limited oulf-by-the benevolence that resulta
from the cultivation o! the social and moral instincts;
sefactit'ity, expressing itsel! in 'Works of use and
beauty, and a~ harmoniou development and co-ordin-
ation o! ail the taculties.

A tew visits to a good kindergarten will soQu settie
the question as to whether hie principles work woll
in practice. Al je lite and stir, but no confusion.
There je no restraint, for although the rel.gn of law
le, con8ciouulVi, in Lhe teacher'e thought, and sjýil-
fully applied, the children, too immnature for abstrac-
tion, enjoy its benefits unconaciously. Innocent
gayety enlivens the scene. Seo 'thee littie ones
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