
CONVENTION OF U. 0. 1V-(Oontîmued).
connection ýwith any difficulty wbicb might arise. from
time to timne. In taking this view we have' a double matter
to fix, Wben You come to consder mneans for the purpose
of collectng taxes which are assessed against property you
will find that after a tax sale has been held at a large
expense th wbole thing has been taken Into court. That
experience l,ý <ommon to ail Munlcipalittes. Ino my mmid,
there is a simple and cNsy way of getting away from this.
Ift you make your legisiation so that ivhen property is In
arreara of taxes that thia property passes to the Muniel-
pality, and you get away froin ail the expense 'for adver-
tising tax sales, etc., and you get away fromn taking It into
Court, and ahl these difficulties whicb attach to' a tax sale.

1 want to assure you that 1 firmly believe that the best,
most econuomnical and most efficient administration cari
be brougbt about by the decentralization of power. BY
glving eacb Municipality power to handle its own affaira.
1 do not believe for a moment that ahl the intellectual
wealth of the people is concentrated ln the Parliament. I
believe that you have men in~ your Counicils just aq com-
petent to enact legisiation, as well as any man in the Hous8
of Commons. We art trying to work out our problems
along demnocratic Uines. That the people must govern
and leara to govern themnselves, and getting the people to
do their duty by bthe State. 1 speak for the members of
the Governinent as well. We are desirous of helping you
to this end,

MAYOR HAWKINS, Halifax: We are favored with
having the Premier with us this afternoon, and apprechate
the broad-mhnded view he bas taken on chvlc matters.
The fact is that we were ;ýrepared to go down within the
precincts of the Provincial building. The Premier has
taken the broad-mlnded vlew that there ahouid be a cer-
tain amount of home rule in regard te oivic xnatters. He
bas touched upon the matter of taxation, and of collect-
ing civic taxes. 1 arn pleased to see the Premier of thie
Province open this Convention to-day, and 1 >ay we have
beard the Hon. Mr. Oliver wltb e*treme pleasure.
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for which has arisen through the war, on which some ac-
tion mtg&ht well be taken.

One is the expense the country, is put'to at present In
connectioni with the conservation'0fý foodi. Both the Fed-
eral and Provincial Governments appear to have many
persons employed ln preparlng and distriýbuting literature
regardlng this grave question, printing and paper alone
costin-k many thousands. To save national expense, 4a lt
riut Possible that municipal officiais already emnployed
should liandle the food situation, under direct authority
fromn Ottawa, without its having to go through so mnany
channels?

Further lit appears to mne that'too much la left to the
voluntary system ln the conservation of food. When coin-
modities are offered for ýsale, it Is human nature that If'
people have the money they are going to buy themn. In
view of the national crisis could we not petition Ottawa that
tbey should prohibit the sale of certain comunidities, which
in their opinion axe deemed necessary for the prosecution
of the war, providing they have accommodation for s1*r-
age until transportation can be effeoted.

Another Inatter whieh appeals_ to us very strongiy is
the treatment of interned allen enemies. At our conven-
tion held in Vernon in 1916, after visiting the interninent
camp there, Our Union passed a strong resolution which
was forwarded to Otta-wa asking that the interned men
should be enmployedl on some national work; for instance,
on national highways or food production, that they should
receive a small allowance, and the value of the balance
of their work to go eltber to asahat returned soldiers or to
be used by the Governinent in some national wor<. It
appeared to us then, and 1 believe our views are unchanged,
that the treatment of theFe interned aliens Is both costly
and unprofitable, as tbey are very well fed, do notbing,
and a large number of men are required to guard t.hem.
Tilese guards could be equally well einp}oyed hn watchIlng
the aliens doii1 g some useful 'work.
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