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Hygiene and Statistics,
Gentlemen, -
I beg to submit for your kind consideration, in the pre-
sent annual report, a resume of the operations of the Health
Department and the Vital Statistics for the year ending
31st. December 1903. 3

Vital Statistics.

It is of the highest importance that the municipal authori-
ties should adopt the necessary measures to enable the
Health Committee, in the interests of sanitary progress, to
publish as complete and as accurate an annual statement as
possible respecting the movement of the city’s population,
based upon authentic data, and a general system of regis-
tration of births, marriages and deaths.

Such a system is necessary, not only from a demographic
point of view, but also from the standpoint of the commer-
cial and industrial progress of the city; for it must not be
forgotten that the prosperity of a city does not depend solely
upon the health and vigor of its inhabitants, as its reputa-
tion for salubrity is often an important factor in its deve-
lopment. It must be understood that the statistics publish-
ed in the annual reports of the Department since 1874, ex-
cepting those relating to the mortality from 1896 to the pre-
sent time, are only of a more or less sp1ent1ﬁc_value; the.
data having being obtained from the lists of internments
received from the cemeteries or from the registers of the
acts of civil statuts kept by the ecclesiastical authorities of
the different parishes and congregations, within the. city
limits, as carefully as possible, the number of deaths ob«
tained according to this system or registration was necessarily
incomplete on account of the omission of the deaths of per-
sons belonging to the population of Montreal, but interred
outside of and beyond the city’s jurisdiction.

This system also rendered the total number of births
incomplete. The given number of births was based upon
the records of baptisms or circumcisions kent in the regis-
{ers in question, and was incorrect owing to the fact that
unbaptized children were not included, while those baptized
during adolescence were comprised in the number,

The number of marriages alone may be considered of any
value, as no other than religious marriages are recognized



