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Ing" thiie New World
And the Part VWomen WI Play lai It

My MARJORIEM mcmulRCHT

~J HAVE been asked to state
briefly what part Canadian
women have in Recon-I struction.

What is Reconstruction?
Its meaning is changîng
constantly. It stands for

more to the world to-day than it did a
month ago. Reconstruction, in the first
year of the War, was a plan for the re-
building of the destroyed parts of Belgium
and F~rance.

In its fullest meaning, Reconstruction
may be stated to be the comprehensive
effort to reorganize ourselves for better
work, better social
conditions and bet-
ter siritual life.

The material, in-
tellectual and spiri-
tual determination
of the democratic
half of our race to
prove that it is fit
to survive ia this
aew world, and
that it will succeed
ia malctng the new
world hetter titan
the old, is the dyna-mic impetus behind
the highest concep-
tion of Recon-
struction. We are
witnessing and
sharing the cumula-
tive effort of the
soul of democracy
to save itself from
annihilation.

Why does Re-
construction nican
more now than it
did last year? Why
is it more impera-
tive? Because titis
i. the day of the
last man and the
las;t dollar which
must win the war
and help to buiki
the new world.
Every natoaac

tiiyiut be kept
ut its best, as f ar.as
possible, toman
tain the econoie MaMroi ~
strength witich i. s.,
directly and peri-
Jously involved in Photo by Eh,,,

titis death struggle.
Democracy isgcaliling on its reserve of

free women. This, one believes, is iW
reality the underlying reason for the en-
franchisemient of women in democratic
couatries. WXe are being givea every
possible freedom to serve. Tlo serve to tie
best adlvaatage, we imuet have a clear
understanding of national economic pro-
hiems. 1Tow shail we get titis clear tinder-
standing? Firet, b>' being interestedk
then, b>' study and reading; and by goo4i
honest thinking.

The Germnan conception i. that the
individual existe for the State. The result
of titis conception is to be found in the
uses to which Germnan>' pute her armies
destjn nd dehumanizing millions col

indii u en-iot hatfreedomni a>'
live, but for material power.

The conception of free people is that
the state exists for the individual. But to
justif>' tiis conception and save civiliza-
tion, the free individual mnust be unselfish,
co-operative, a better individual, man for
man and worman for womnan, titan the
state-owned mari and womnan.

'What 'wilI bappen?
If democracy is les. productive and more

extravagant titan autocracy?
If our free co-operation is less thorougli

and effective titan their state-owned usigle
management?

For Us To Aruswar

E VERY Canadian womnan must answer
these questions. Site must answer

themn as an iadividual. Site must aaswer
them linlier homne. She must answer
them in the nation as a citizen.

Tite material well-being of the homes of
Caniada, and of individual nmen and

Ample capital for use in production and
development.

Sound national finance.
An export trade to pay national debts

and of a character to promote the employ-
ment of Canadians in Canada.

An import trade witich will furtiter the
development of industry and employment
ta Canada, and which wil not create
merely unproductive debt.

The friendl>' and effective co-operatin
Of Labor and Capital.

Wages, itousing and standards of living
which will endure national well-eing and
efficiency.

The encourage-
ment of abilit> in
management and
geniuis iiaorean-
ization and initia-
tive.

A sufficient te-
*ard or incentive
to -encurage thte
individualtoput
forth his and hCr
best powers.

To work for a
right solution of
any of these econo-
mnie problems lu to
be engaged in Re-
construction,

It is of the ut-
Most importance
that reconstructive
Plans should be
practÎcal, and
siould work effi-

cientl>'. No social
advance can be se-
cured permanently
unIesq Supported by
ritht economic con-

dions, Premier
Huges of Ans-

taisays titat tite
welfare of labor de-
pends on a sound

< economic basis.
Reconstruiction'cail
oaly be effectivel>'
planned with a
practical knowiedge
Of democratic hu-
mlan nature, free,

rrh. Who î# Pl.«s.fr indejtendent, rte-
ýrUci60 sent iii of control,

iL.... P.RP.5.liberty loving, yet
Progressively cap-
able of co-opera..t'ton, self-centred and strongl>' endowedwvith the instincts of self -preservation,yet highly idealistic aad ready to la>'

dlown ail that it has-its life-.ia the cru-sade ofhuma Cnaia
graglestronly Women tograplestrngl' wth these economic

problemas? Love of Canadian men, women
and ciildrea, love of homne and o' ty

loveof hmanty. Econonic problemewill tend more and mOre to become dailyconsiderations u inte Canadian woman'slife.
Titere remnaias the intellectual recon-struIction Of education, the fitting of schooltraining tO life for boys and girls, and thtea"pplication Of scientific research to in-dustry.
Spiritual reconstructiona is to be found ina league of good wilI. It is absolutely

necessarY for Canadian womnen to in-augurate good will iun aheee
cutyand ct, Englisit and Frencht,East and Weste Liberal andI Conservative.

Thte future of the nation requires it. Weare as yet only at thte beginning of intel-lectual and sPirit,,aî

do ==sr
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