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""aî activity-and that is the present
ivar -%itih Germany. This war is being
Waged b.v nations that have become
great i11 inventions and discoveries, in
science and arts, in music and painting,
in commlerce and industries, in ail the
convenienees and comforts that consti-
tute modern life. The nations involved
represeîît the highest type of civiliza-
tion probabiy since the beginning of
tlie ivorld, and it is a regrettable fact
tilat ail the powcvr and greatness and
inltellect of these nations sbould bcecm-
Ployed in killing one another. Yet from
oUr Point of view the war was forced
l'pol us. We could not possibly avoid
it and maintain our honor unimpaired
ainong men and nations. This war was
IPliari]y caused by a dominating caste
inl Gerniany, supported by the power-
fui inifluence of a servient press-
al caste that speîîed militarism directed
against Britain froin the days of the
1 Oer war-a caste that, led by Bern-
hardi and many other insane pan-Uer-
'nanists, promulgated thec pernicions
doctrine ''that might is at once the su-
Pýrnie right and the dispute as to what
Is right must be decided by the arbi-
lrran1ent of war." In pursuance of this
Prînceipie that might makes right, Gem-
iliany as you know vioiated the neutral-
ity of Belgium, aithough she, in con-

' ulctiolî with the great powers, had
Sýoilii'1Y guaranteed such neutraiity,
"IId because the Belgians refused to be-
traY Europe and become the tool of a
l>owerfffi nei ghbor their countmy is now
aJ 'Wiiderness of smoking ruins.'
])tobtI(,5 s evcry teacher I sec before
"le has had littie difficulty in eliciting
froni the older pupils the statement
that Great Britain had no other alter-
native than a declaration of war, or
In .'naking those pupils sec that Great
]ýrîtain1 with hem allies is fighting not
for Býelgiuin alone, but that she is figlit-
ilig at the dictates of honor for the
Preservation of the law of nations,
Vhich is uitimatcîy for the peace of al

ilatio1115 and the right of the wcaker
10exst

Such a war is as vitaîîy important
to 11 in, Canada as it is to our Mother-

iand. Aithougli we arc a seif-govern-
ing colony, wve are a part of the Bri-
tish Empire; our thoughts, our senti-
inents, our speech, flic cails of kinship
makes us one in reality with the other
sons of Britain,, and their cause is our
cause, their foe is our foc, their war
is, our war, and their glory is our glory.

A British statesman once said that
Canada ivas the fairest jewel in the
crown of Britain. I do not know whe-
ther this assertion was a diplomatie
platitude tending to raise our self-
estecm orhlot, but ail the saine its fril-
filment is near at hand. At the con-
clusion of this w'ar Canada, a littie
sooner or a littie later, wiIl become a
great nation-linked, it may be, in the
solidarity of the British Empire-yet
a, great nation. 11cr ships will plougli
through cvery sea, hier manufactured
produets will be distributed to ail parts
of the earth, her great natural resources
will be enormously developed, hier fields
of golden grain will f11l the land with
a golden showcr; yet our participation
in this war will cost us mucli-the blood
of men, the sorrows of women-but
there must be no turning back; every-
thing must be borne with heroic con-
stancy and patience, for at ail hazards
and at ail costs the lust of any nation
for universal dominion, the right of
any nation to tyrannize over other men
and nations, must be for ever smashed.

We as Canadians are taking part-
and no mean part, cither-in this aet of
rigliteous retribution, and when the
great day of rehabilitation for ,shatter-
ed nations comes, we will have the

proud satisfaction of knowing that we
did our duty as we sec it, nobly and
ungrudingly, and side by side with us

as representatives of Imperial Britain
wvill be found the men of India, of
South Africa, of Australia, of New
Zealand-all animated by one common
love for the dear old flag that repre-
sents justice and mnercy and freedom
for ail mankind.

And now one word of caution in this

connection. Thîis war may last long-
ùr than we expeet, but in any case it

is bound to entai1 considerable changes


