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art,  Then we would cruise around and
sgivait developments.  1f we were fortunate one
of the burrels would presently begin to hobh

ouu(l atagreat rate; sometines disa ppearing
uhdcl the water and reappearing at a distance,
the barrel being too buoyant for the shark to
kécp it nnder.
Mhen the chase ! Backward and forward, in
n‘( les and winding iines, we would pursue the
elust cask until success crowned owr cfforts
and we could drag our fish alongside. Some-
times little, sometimes big, but any shark was
always we elcome on our dek.

sEvenings we fished for them off the govern-
ment, whatf ; hue then the method was differ-
ent. Aninch line, over 800 fcet long. the same
i kind of hook aud chain as we used on the yacht
and haited in the smne manner; hnut now we
-tied one end of the rope around the flagstalf,
and throwing the well-huited hook a few \u-"(s
away into the middle of a patch of moonlit
Santl in four or five feot of water. we would
;coil the remainder of the line so that it could
1}1 freely, and then nwke ourselves comlfort-
ab Wenever waited long, This was a favor-
8 place with the sharks, Tnd wo ahwayvs had
gop«l <port.
“tBoon a dark objeet would glide silently as a
low across the mooulit spot of sands; then
Abavould eheck ifs noiscless movement, 1hm|,
& ter & oment’s hesitation, approach the
'bait Of cowrse, we all sat still as statues,
‘Slqml\ the thing would move off, aud the
xagping ol the vrope over the string-piece of the
swharl would tell ws that it had the hook iu its
lméh\ then—-uot till then—we would jump for
the 10])(, and run a few steps in the other divee-
0. Ly, “a few steps,” for generally the
;rope would be torn out of our hands as the
lshal kielt the hook ahd threw himself out of the
W&tm in an ellort, to got vid of it

Fot a few moments the water would be cut,
‘mto foam as the taut line would be drawn,
¢cwhizzing, through it.  As soon as we thonght
shark was tired we would take hold of the
and try to deaw hin up to the little heach
ﬁlo gside the whavf, "Fhen the procession com-
meﬁcul First we would pull the shark up
:Llofie to the shore and think we had him.  But
U8k a5 often he would haul ws to the water's
edgé and we had to let go in o hurry to avoid a
uo ing.  Soeoner ov Lure ', however, wo would
Ehim to the shallow water. Then he would
gkh and Hght,  In o few minutes he would
ip on the sand, "Then a shot through the
gkhone where the head joins the hody would
alfle him.  The lavgest <hark we caught was
8ect long—plenty lon-' enoungh tohave on the
ol a line, 1 assure you,
o e day we were sailing among the *out
34 ds,” when we noticed o small sponging
iy nn distvess,  We ran down to her and
ophd that one of her crew had fallen over-
vOgrd, and that as he took holdof the gunwule
e ] il himself aboard, a shark had made a dash
i and hitten one of his legs clean off ; the
& hiad dicd in o fow minutes. Next (Lty that
vk wus on exhibibion, having been ¢ wght
he comvades of the dead sailor ; ; it measnred
& sixteen foet in lonoth,
onie of the whitc people would go in swim-
R, unless in protected places.  But the ue-
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groes daily followed their avoeations of spong-
ing and gathering sea cuviosities—work that
reguived them to be constantly wnder water—
without any apparent fear, although they well
kuew the danger.

A Prairie Harvesting Secene.

Tue tourist whose privilege it is to travel
across the north-western prairies during har-
vest thne, cannot fail to be deeply hmpressed
with sights that greet his eyes on every hand.

A praivie harvesting scene isan inspiring one
indeed.  As one sees the vast fields of ripeued
grain. he wonders how these enorinous aveas of
wheat can he reaped o time, and it seems al-
moxst ineredible to wateh the apidity  with
which the gangs of =ell-hinders gather the col-
den erops so neatly, so smoothly, leaving the
perlectly bhound sheaves ready Tor stooking.

Aboveis aa view ol a zroup of Massey-Harris
Wide-Open Binders at work on the Sanderson
{ari near Brandon, Manitoba.

The Massey-Harris Binders ave the most sue-
cexful for praivie reaping, and oun this account
are used by the leading favimers of Manitoba
and the North-West territories.  In fact the
sale of these machines stands about B to L as
comparedd with any other make, they ave so
mueh superior in every sense of the word,

Step by Step.
Heaven is not reached at- a single hound,
But we buitd the ladder by which we rise

From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies,
And we mount 10 the smumit, round by round.

We rise by the things that are under feet.,
By what we have mastered of wreed .uul wain,
By the pride deposcd and the passion slain,
And the vanguished ills that we hourly meef.,

We hope, we aspire, we resolve, we trust,
When the morning calls us to life and 1i «ht:
But our hearts grow weary, and ere the mnht
Our lives wre mmnn 1h-wouhd dnst,

Only in dreams is a ladder thrown
From the weary earth 1o the sapphire walls;
But the dreams depart and tne vision falls,
Aud the sleeper wakes ot his pil ow of stone.

Heaven is not reached at a single howmd,
But we buiid the ladder by which we rise
From the lowiy earth to the vaulted skies,

Andd we monat the summit, round hy round.

How fortunate in these times of low prices
that farmers can have such n good paper as
MassEV'S ILLustrRATED, lov filty cents a year.

Husbandry of the Ancients.
REAPING.

Ix our rescarches we ran across au ancient
hook with the ahove title which however has
considerable histovic interest.  The author was
Adam Dickson, A. M., (*lute Minister of Whit-
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/4" GROVPOF WIDE-GUT MASSEY-HARRIS BINDERS AT WORK ON A PRAIRIE FARM, MANITORA.
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tingham ™), and was published in Edinbargh
in 1783, Cousidered morely as an old hook it is
interesting because of its quaint style and an-
cient typography. Theold s isused through-
out, that is “ [.”

But the matter it contains is of special inker-
est as history, and is well worth preservation.

Below we veproduce verbednr ot 1ileratum
the wreater part of the chapter on ** Reaping”
whicli cannot fail to amuse and interest our
readers.

HE proper time of reaping depends upon cir-
cumitances, arifing chicfly from the weather,
climate, and fituation of the crop: In a

warm and dry climate, corn may he reaped in a
fituation, in which it would be improper to veap it
in a climate that is cold and wet: So likewife
corn thot is ftrong in the ftalk and clean, may he
reuped in a fituation in which itisimproper toreap
corn that is foft in the ftalk, and mixed with juicy
weeds.

In the northern parts of this ifland, the climate
is rother cold and wet, and the corn in general is
far from being free from weels ; on thefe accounts,
it is reckoned bad hufbandry to cut corn before it
is fully tipe, except when the near approach of
winter renders it neceffary ; hence the proverh, 4
green fhear s « bad fhake,

In Ttaly, matters are in a different fitunation:
The feafon, in the time of harveft, is warm and
dry ; and, from the mauner in which the Roman
farmers managed their farms, the ftalks of their
corn were commonly ftrong, and few weeds were
in their ficlds ; hence, the directions given by al-
moft all the writers on hufbandry, to reap corn
before it is quite ripe. ¢ When corn is ready,’
fays Columella, ° it muft be quickly reaped, before
¢ it is fcorched by the heats of fummer, which are
¢ very great at the rifing of the dog-ftar; for a delay
¢ in this is attended with great lofs ; firft, becaufe
¢ it hecomes a prey to birds, and other animals, and
‘ then, becaufe the grain, and even the ears, fall
‘ from the parched flalks ; and, if there fhould be
¢ ftorms or whirlwinds, the greater part is driven
‘ to the ground. For thefe renfons, therc oughtto
¢ be no delay, but, as foon as the corn is all equally
* yellow, before the grain is hardened, and when it
¢ acquires a reddifh colour, the reaping fhould be
¢ begun, that {o the corn may hecome larger rather
¢in the threfhing-floor and the heap, than growing
¢in the ficld ; for it happens, if corn is carly cus,
¢ that it afterwards becomes larger.” The general
direction here given, he upplies purticularly to har-
ley in ancther paffage: ¢ Barley,” fuys he, ¢when
* it is a little ripe, fhould be cut down morc early,
¢ than any other corn; for, having a brittle ftalk,
¢ and the grain having no chaff to defend it, quick-




