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hiad been a long hiatus during which people's minds biad bee

tG nuch taken up with steami travelling to pay any atter
te oany.other sort of locomotion.

1wsone of the first to ride out on a "b)one shaklei." 1wvas a heautifully mnade mnachmne and cost mie £20. A squarl
steel backbone on whicli played a long flat steel spring
hickory wheels with steel axIes and brass journals for tbcîîto mun in, and what would now appear iminensely large am
cluinsypedals weî.esoîîîeof tire cb aracte ristics of this Rosinant
of tire cyciing1 wvorldl. I hiave its old rusty skeleton now, amnas 1 look at it 1 wondeî' that 1 coultl ever ride snch a thing
I wonder more Élhat the flrst ride of any conse(luence I under
took upon it was a trip of ten miles to see lier wvho 1 hopet
Wo'uld be my lady love. Yes those were tire blessed halcyoi
days iof youtlh and love. llow wvell I remeier my well-cu'tweed suit (seilbicyling outfits were then unkinowýn) nilbright-coloured tie, mny smnart strawv bat with a quite startJing band round it! Tiiere wvas no necessity for a bell, tir(iron tires of îny machine inade as miucli noise as a two-wvlwelec
g1g, and iny progress certainly nsed up as miucbi inusculaitissue as a smnali pony 'vould bestowv iii drawiîîg one. Butthiere was soinething delightful in careering tbrougli tht(countr.y Jarres in this novel fasliion, and there 'vas thre voutb-fui pleasure of exciting wonider and admiration iii tire breasts,of numueous Il country joskins" as I passied along, andi bestof ai] it was wvîîen -1 camîe in sigb it of the lioney-suckletl ciii
hiowered porcb, of tire long , low, ivy-coloured bouse whertdlvelt the object of iny affections, andt sitw a sieîîder ati(eo"IelIy figure standing there. How triunipbantly 1 rode upaiild dîsinounted; how kindly I was rcceived ; hiou ïîîy sup-POsedl weariness tifter îny ride wvas sympathisei wvitlî ! sbn llneyer forIget tire tea tab)le witli its snowy clotlî, tire relays ofeggs tîlat slte wvas sure I must vant ; tlir( iliarniala<le tliat
XVas genitly pressed as an iiicentive tii appetite wlien tire firstgu8t of hunger wvas passed resîgning miyseif to lier- sweetProýprietoi.sliip in tire niatter and eating wbien I wvas coin-Iflaîdetl to as obediently as a clîild. Oh, it \vas a mixture oflove, bî'ead anîd butter, anti sweetness sucli as lias liever sifice1>een eqnuailed in i y cycling experiences!

But it M'as wlien rubber tir-es and Il spitder " whîeels came
itllat we cycli sts bcgaîî really to enjoy thîe pica.sures of the'oadl. It is true tiiere was a period during wbiiclî tyciîg

ta ibtoet. 1 reiîieibher foreswearingr tir( sileit Wliiel fo'r
a long casoii sl ii eCauise it was ciinsitiered îîtt quiteItire tliing ", to id<e a biicycle. 1 sbtîuld not bc so foolisli anticoîîvetitîîiîl iiow, r tlîink, andt 1 was secret]v glati whlei

Oii dmtîgislie(l cvclists- tle lion. Robert Lowe, after-'varls, Lorid tinnok îi irte ijuinher, gave tlîeir
Contnace tbe t b(.ealtbful am lsntsport, M otat

vGrundy.te tei enyînts to tire liiits allowed by some
A.înong various mîachîines 1 have riddeii 1 îîay nmentionia Vaiety of the safety mîachîin(e with sidle levers wbiclî lookedVery ugly but which wvas uncominîoniy safe. I tlid îîot knowv

how ugly tlîis particulai' sort of machine looked tilI I. rode it
Uown iii South Wales in parts of Cardiganslîire anti Carmnai-tiienSilire littie peuetrated by the venturous w!beeliiîaîi. One
suuny autuuîiî afternoon I was ridinî ieisurely alongr a sone-'N'hat iiarrow road on tbe rigbit hand side of wiîiclî were pie-

a'itu rcs nising perpendicularly to a great heiglît, anti on
tb reigned ovet' the place, anti 1 lîitd flot met aîîy liv ingfh or two imiles, wlien ail at once I saw before me alîoutfortbIr ckpigs, industriously enjoying somie acons wbichladfalleiî from a gialît oak wbiclî grew there. I gave alOdvie halloo ! and the way ini whici tliose pigs first of ailrged tierruselves with thieir ears and srionts ail froiiting

tre an ten sudideni panie turueti and fieti as tiunghl Olti4arry" wvas after thein I shaih neyer forget. Aîîdi I slîallr"einenbeî. for, a a] iia wiiiuiet i the s oîg tunie aponipous old gentleia hih esaine neiglîlîourhloîîd drîviîîg a mail pbaeton witlî41 erat lieside liin As soon as lie cauo-bt sioulit ofecoMný, round a bend of the road hie pulied up, senit theato thbe horses' heatis, and caine forward gesticuiating to
t0 diSnîoulît in such a passioliate inanner that 1 fhioughtTh0l c cl$St~ .50 red and apoplectie lie iooked.

ail 0f 'yic st, of course, ineets witiî ail sorts of ativentures,~Iece ssary b have tiîeir charm, and 1 have often founti itrîist , sm'eîng soînewat of a mecha ician, to turn into a"Ithy foi, repairs, and to ask the smith, wbether hie
tIiigbtY mani " or not, to allow me to îîîake free with

n lus toois and appliances, a permission usuaily freely grantetl
1- anti often repaid by some littie practical Ilwrinkle " I could

give to the rural Vulcan. I reinember on one occaLsion mak-
t ing a very tolerabie miakeshift crank ont of a piece of an old
e waggon-wbeei tire in a place ten miles away froîn everywliere

antd where iron wvas alinost as scarcc as gold.
il Every cyciist in Englanti lias trouble withlî inps and

1 knows what it is to gret off' and liglît tirenur ten or twelve
e tim-es iii a mile if they are Il taken awkwarti; to put pins in

1 tire wick to keep it up ; to pinch the burnt part oif the wick
off with luis fingers tili oîîe's lîands and soiîîetiiîes-froîîî
unguarded touches-one's face become of a sweeplike hîlatk-
îîess. For one's laîîîp ttî go out anîd to run short of matches

1when you are mtiles froin everywhere, is also far froin pleas-
t ant, aiîd ail tiese tbings 1 bave suffered. 1 have tried un(ler

icompulsion to inake varions tlîings lîuriî in lamps. Ouîe îiighît
whien I was goîng througli ani uiîkîown antd thinly populated
tdistrict andt wvas iii constant fear of being taken up by a

1 nenîber tif tire county police force, 1 camne tii the end of îny
colza illumiinanît anîd in îîîy extreinity veuitureti upon nieat

Jctial tîil. 1 was using a lnîb lanip at tire tiiine anti for a mîile
or so I diti very weli, anti niy iaiiip thirew uuost brilliauit anti

* cheering rays upon iny solitary Jiath. It was wiien the coaI
tii he',ai to get ho httr rubliie bîcoan. Lton- tOiines tif
flatnie coinienced to dart out tif tire lanip anti trail bleii mie.

*Tîtenl tire illumîination got brighter, thre laip becaiiîe un-
*soldcred, tire oil escapcd, ran tlowu tire spokes andt igîîiteîl, 'so
* tlîat it xvas a perfect cathernîue whîeei 1 bestrode, anti at bust
*after a wilti gyration or two tire lanîp detacbed itself anti

fiew off into the darknless like a ineteor, aiiglîtin !g on sorne
'irieti leaves anti rubbisli by tire roîd-,sie and înakingf a >snall
coniflagrationî wvhîic lit tire lonîg straiglit road for fnriongs,
iîeaPly friglîtenilg a ptiti olti Woîiîai to deatît whîo hiappeilet
tt lie coningi aioîg tire roati froiii mîarket.

This account of cycling experieiîces wouid lbe inconîplete
withîout soîîîe recordi of the sensatitons anîd imîpressionîs tuf a
weil-aptninted ride iii Engiand. Ridiiig iii coiiipauiy is ail
very well iii its way, bunt stnîîe îf the keeîiest cyciin 'g
pleastîres aire only tasted liy tirt' solitary cyclist. [t is asweel, sunîmiier eveîîiuig, for instance, andi yon blave fiftelen
miiil es t o Il'(o '' b efort' y îu get lîoinie. The coiuntry is flat, so
tire itiat is for tire îîiost Part level -a yehlowish wlite ribboiî
witli twvo grass grieexi btîrters. Beytînt tht, iie botitlers of
grass, on) wivîti hîcre andt tîtere a tuonkey grazes, tliere are
tire footpaths, tirer] tire tali, hiraiily, irneg'ulan, h iantiful,
înany-fltuwercd licdges e(very yard oif wvhîici is ivortit traiîs-
ferring tii canvas, witli its wealtli of wild flowers anîd lovely
foriiis. ]iising froin tire liedges lîie anti tliere is the, giarleh
oak, not growing hiere to a large size ; the lofty cliii, wiîose
lîighest leaves seeuîed to bathe in tie suîîsct tints of the sky
ab ove ;tire delicate hiranchiiets, of tire silver bieh, vhicli are
stu beautiful the almost coiistrain you tii get off yonr
mnachine aati at onîce endeavour to sketch soîîîe faint ncînor-
aiidumi of themniii your note bîook. Before you are the giories
of colout' wiîicii some one bas cailed tire sun's lied curtains.
Thîey streteli npward to tire arcli of lieaveiî above you, sitill
anr azure bine tinged witli piîîk-a lovcly r~ose pink sucbi as
you caniiot miatch on eartii. Now antd again. tluere are open-
îîîgs in tire lîedges and you sec the dlistant landscapc, with
the tahi tdistanît trees, tiark and defined against tire sky like
a picture h)y Leader. Croups of chiltin, î'cturniîig
ivith slow steps to the town you bave left, panse aîîd
gaze at you as you glide hîy, tire younigest ttîdther
gripped firmly by tire baud lest he ruii into dianger.
Lahiourers returîin g îvitl tiroir baskets anid tlieir fiagons
wvalk hineward w'ith steps that tell of tire loîîg anîd
weary fnrrow. By antI hy tire ctîiour of the sky will lie
cooler aîid greyer, thierc wili lie gentir, ghostlike îîist wreathb
ing up froin the fields, and t ire figures in tire lanidsca1 îe ivili

begaîîîeltcpens, leanino "un onsoudr, over gates, andt
loyers who tell cach othier that the suri tif tlîeir love shahl
tiever set anti who pick such floîveîs frot tire hiedgenoîv as
they will neyer pick again. Onward, and stili onward, tili
tue tender crescent of the iomn shows siivery whiite aud
there is around you the soft sumîier twilight with which
inooniiglît lias begun almost indefinably tii inixigie. The
silence is deeper, tire muiles tif noati more rural and descrted.
You pass a cottage whuere tire good folks are stili stantding
round tue door huefore' rcting tii the fireside, whîose gieami
licoins tii look inviting witbiîî, and tbciri nerry Ilgood
night " cornes tii you on tue eveîîin g air. Onward, and still
onîvard, iii tire cooler air ; onward, and stili onward, on the
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