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duCed the conquerors were to unite with
ýVolfe in a conjoined attack on Quebec.

lit was On the 27th of June that Wolfe
Wa8 Prospecting on the western point of
Orleans Island. this inspection was (ut short
bY the sudden approacli of a terrible storm,

Wbich, bowever, Spenrt its fury without (10-
Iflg mnaterial damage to the British sbips.
The Storm had bardly clcared away when,
U'nder Cover of the ight and wiîb the aid of

aforabl, brec zý, Montcalmi ordered a nu n-
befr Of ire- ships to be eut fromi their rnoor-
'13g1 and Sent, aniongst the .British vessels.
The bursting fi ifes cast a lurîd light over
the river, the island and the great fleet,
whjl8t the constant discharge of thousands
of guils of every description Mheight ned the
tCfF'ct of the terrifie scene. But it was
"lterrible in appearance only." XVhen the
disebarges became leas frcquent the Englisb
6ai 01.s towed the burning craft barmlessly
away. After the Storm the naval officers
decided that the anchorage was unsafe, and
tbey determinpd to occupy the Basin of
BReauport. To sof ten the movement Monc-
ton took possession of Point Levi, a position
Of great importance opposite Quebec, and8 careîy two miles from the eity. There a
bftttery was planted which menaced the cit.
adel and the wooden bouses of the Lower
Town. Montcalm had urged upon Vaud-
reuil the fortification of this point, but his
!ounsefld were disregarded. Aftcr placing
another battery on OrIEans Island, Wolfe's
ney t movement was to encam p on the nortb
shore) jusit below the Montmorenci. Ris
Plan was to marcb up that stream to wbere
't Was fordable, cross it and force Montcalm
to gîve hinm battie. lu this vain attempt be
108t many men wbo .vere cut off by scouting
Parties of Canadian and Indian sharpsboot-
ers8 concealed in the Woods.

The burgbers of Que bec, aided by a baud
Of btudents, and seime volunteers from the
arniy, resolved to niake an attack 0o1 the
IICWIYSrected works at Point Levi. Th ey
chose the niigbt of J uly l2th for the sortie.
Crosslng the river three miles above the
t'Wn, they landed to mnarch along the
8outh Shore. Soine confusion too k place
Which resul1ted in a panic. Tuie disordered
crOwd. fired on each other, fled to their boats
Srd bastiîy escaped across the river.

of The battery at Point Levi and the guns
Qu eu(1et no w opened a furious tire on
"ubec. Ail day the work of destruction

Went On, and far into the nighit the sky waslit bY tIJe parabolic glare of fiery missiles
carrYing death to the cowering citizons and
de't 'ruetiO to their homes.

'Jhe l8thi was signalized by a new move-
tunt Under cover of nigbt, and the Levi

batr)a gunboat boldly passed up streamWihut the knowledge of the Frenchi senti-
Oth t}er by cp. the fire of the citadel.

el oasflgwd whilst troops marched
a8111 the shore. The only immediate re-

le 'fti nvement was to lengthen the
a ady dangerously extended liue of the

foDel rces. In vain the shore was
Pjtreconnoitred for mauy miles. No

pitof attack had been lef t unguarded, byth Wry Montca..
etrT- rekt1ess energy of Wolfe could flot

inaction He resolved to attack the
;jLrete ilght of the IFrench liue at the

L "of the Montmorenci and the St.
il Wrence- So on the evening of July the 31 st
tataInarcbed troops from the Montmorenci
Oth Pro 550 the ehallows in front of the FaIl.
fthe, trOOPS were disem barked on the sao,,

'411 boats. The Grenadiers of Louis-
borlg ia the Americans were the first to

Une~ on the beach. Without wait-
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ing for tbe support of WVolfe and the Iligh-
Ilnders, they mnoved briskly f orward and at-
tenîpted to storm the French defences. The
furiou,, lire opened upon t1iein Eýnt theni
back iii confusion. Tue Indians in the
French service sallied down from the
heights and scalped many of the wounided.
Woclfe covered the retreat of the retiring
forces. H s plans had been frustrated by
rasbness, and be was c )mpelled to order his
troops te emhark, having lest 500 men in
killed and wounded, without infiicting
rciucb injrmry on the enemy.

Many vessels crowdeil with fiers had
passed up tic river searching for a landing
place. Forty miles above the city Murray
effected a landing and occupied a smaîl vil-
lage, whîch was feebly defended by wound-
cd soldiers. Letters were seized whicb
brought the cheering news froni the WVest
t1bat Nia 'gara, Ticonderoga aud Crowm Point
were in British bauds ; but the aid which.
Wolfe expectýd from Amherst was not
forthcaming, and be must struggle ou with
bis insufficicat force. 'l'lie lire of the bat-
teries aud of the ships was kept up witbout
intermission and great damiage was inflicted
on the distressed. city. Tbe cathedral in
the Upper Town and bundreds of bouses iu
the Lower Town were reduced to ashes.
Montcalm was sorely pressed. A false
rumoer reacbed bim that Amherst wag about
to move on Moutreal, so bie bad to despatcb
DeLevis to superintend defensive operations
at that place. From tbat, moment Mont-
calm feit bis respousibîlity doubled, for lic
had parted with a faithful friend and a
good officer. Tbe movemeuts of tbe British
above the thwn compJlled bim to send a large
force to occupy points wbcre attaok war
possible. This and the desertion of many
Canadiaus greatly weakened bis available
strength. Food, too, was becoming scarce,
for the last harvest had yielded poorly. AI-
ready bis troops were on short allowance.

Tbe resources of the colony wcre at a low
ebb. An infamous cornbination of officiaIs
beaded by Bigot tbe Intendant, had, with
the Goverrror's connivane , robbed the col-
ony tili its suplies were exhausted. Mont-
caîni and bis lieutenants alone we&e blame-
less amid this Il crookedness and perversity."

Nor were prospects bright in the Eng-
lish camp. On the 201 of August sickness
confiued Wolfe t) bis bpd at M rIntmorcnci,
where be lay dangerously ili for ten days.
Gloom pervraded the fleet and camp. Tbe
season wvas far advancod, and tbe naval
officers were iongiug for the open sea.
Saunders was pacing the quarter-deck with
quick uueasy steps, wbilst the sailors were
every day becoming more profrane at tbe
thouglit of being icebound in the river.

Wben somewbat recovered, Wolfe plan-
ued out three scbemes for tbe consideration
of bis brigadiers. Tbe first was to cross the
Montmoreuci bigh up tbe stream and attack
Beauport in the rear while tbe fleet thun-
dered in front. The second to repeat the
experiment of J uly tbe 3 lst at Montmorenci.
The tbird, to make a general attack fromn
lihe boats at the Beauport FMats. These
plans were so desperate that the brigadiers
couid not approve of tbem but favored an.
attack on any vulnerable point above the
town.

At thiajuncture anadviser came. Maj)r
Stobo, who was sent toQuebec aftEr the cap-
ture of Fort Necessity, bad escapcd in tbe
spring of 1759aud made bis way to Halifax.
On the first day of September he canmo up the
river, had a secret consultation witb the
Britisb offcers, and disclosed to tbem the
existence of a path 'wbicb led up to the
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Plains of Abrahamr. Wolfe veritied bis ac-
count with a field glIass. Prepairations were
made for a night surprise of Quebec.

The greatest dificulty waa to deceive
the Frenchi. The camp at Montmorenci
was broken up, and the fleet wai manoeu-
vred as if to sail for home. The men re-
quired in the new enterprise were marcbed
by nîght up the southern bank. I3y the
evening of September the l2th ail was in
readiness. To distract the eunmy, Saunde-rs
began a furious bombardment, in the Beau-
port Basin, whilst Navigator Cook bnsied
bimseif in planting buoys and otherwise de
ceiving thein. The success of the Britisb
plan was by no mneans assured. A Il'-ct of
French provision boats had been ordered
down the St. Lawrence to Quebc. Et was-
to keep to the north sbore for safety. This
order was countermarrded. The British
were aware of botb order and counitermand,
the French sentinels of the order only.
Couid the watcbes on the heights he s0 im-
posed upon as not to observe that the boats
below were filled witb British not French
troops. On this uncertain chance Wolfe's
success depended.

To the Genera l's orders of September
the 121h tbis note was appended-"lTbat
the officers and men will remember wbat
tbeir country expeets of tbem." Towards
midnight 1,600 soldiers from the fleet
crowded into tIse smail boats aud Il )ated
down with the tide. The silence of tho nigb&lt
was little broken by the quiet movements
of the men. Wolfe's mind was pensive.
Poetical musings for a time displaced ail
other tboughits. Hie softly recited a stanz,%
of IlGray'8 Elegy "to young Jervis. But
action was at band. A sentinel from. the
beiglits challeuged tbe boats. Criptain Mc-
Dauald wbo spoke Fi encb fltreutly, bade bimn
be quiet lest the Englisb on the river should
hear the noise. Tteassured, the man waik-
ed on. Soon the foremost boats reached a
littie cove, the Anise Du Foulon (now
Wolfe's Cove), at the foot of a patb leading
up tire ru gged heights. Tweuty-four ohosen
men led the way up the difficult path.
Stunted trees and low sbrubbery grew
aiong its. sides. These aided the men in
their asoent. Spruce and ash trees and
even the wbite-tuuiced bircîres were allies
of England. When the men gained the
lieight they made a rush to capture the
guard -tent. Tbe cowardly DeVergor
(twice betrayer of France), wbo was
captain of the guard, flcd in dismay follow-
ed by bis men, two of wbom were shot. A
joyful cry from the beiglits told Wolfe, who,
was in suspense at the cove, that ail was
well. So the men in hundreâs pressed up
the narrow patb, Wolfe among the first, and
formed in order of battie on tbe pla0ns above.

The breakiug dawn disclosed to strag-
gling Oanadians 5,000 armed troops on the
Plains of Abraham prepared for the work
of death. Wolfe was coufident-even ex
ultant. And yet bis position 'was a critical
one. Montcalms could face hinm with a
superior force, aided by tbe guns of Quebec.
Bougainville could attack him in tbe rear.
In case of defeat escape was im possible.
His troops could not descend the path by
wbicb they had reacbed tbe Plains. He
migbt welI bave burned his boats. His
men were formed in a long hune with their
right restiug on the beight above the cove,
their lef t well towards the River St. Charles.
The regimeu ts, in order of formation fromilef t
to rigbt were the 35th Grenadiers of Louis-
bourg, 28th, 43rd, 58tb, 78tb and 47th.
Wolfe commauded the right, Moncton the
centre, Mumrray the left. The l5tb and


