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is perhaps a madel of good-humour during the soup, and of playful wit at
the raast, may often be observed to develop a certain gloomy abstracted-
ness of manner as the feast draws near its close. lis animation deserts
him, bis lively sallues are no more, and the face whicb was flushed with
enjoyment, if with notbing else, takes a sickly hue. The explanation is ta
be fonnd in a glance at tbe programme-be is down for "The Reserve
Forces "-and bis hour is nigh. He rises, and ail tbe briliiancy of bis
natural gifts is gone as be gasps out the very commonplaces of bis tbemne
with a tangue that seams ta haxe been stnddenly dried by a breath of the
simaom. He looks heiplessly across the table for a missing' epigram,
and fumbles in bis waistcoat-pocket for a peroration wbich hie lias left in
bis great-coat. It is ail] stage fright-the worst of the waking terrors of life.

AROFaDEAÂcoN FAfRaÂR's lectures in Ameéica on Dante andI Ri)bert
Browning are awakening saine interest. 0f Dante Arcbdeacon Farrar
says :-" The tbree greatest poets are E ichy1ns, Dante, and Milton, and
the greatest of these is Dante. You may wonder at îny apparent forget-
fulness of Shakespeare; but I venture ta say that the world wiIl bave
another Shakespeare before it lias another Dante. Hie combined ëll that
was great in the paets that had gone before him, andI be excelled ail that
foliowed bim."

ELECTRICITY lias been applied by an American inventor, Mr. C. H.
Pond, ta tbe automatie winding of dlocks. The apparatus has been infra-
duced into England, and 18 now ta be seen at the office of Mr. B. Watkin,
of Leadenhail Buildings, Landon. A smnall battery, operating an electric
motar, is tbe means employed ta effect the winding, and if is capable of
doing sao for twa years witbaut renewai lif the battery. The bour wbeel at
every bour switcbes the carrent throughi the motor, which rapidiy revolves
for six seconds, and byr a gear wbeel actuates a small spring, which fbereby
acquires sufficient tensidn ta rua tbe clock aimother hour. The battery is
cut off and resfs for the ensuiîîg hou r, wiîeî it i4 again called into play. It
is thus only employed for, six seconds in an imour, or fif Leen bours in a year.
-Engineering.

OF Browning Arcbdeacoa Farrar says:-" He lias given not a book
but a literature, and* ta bave studied andi undorstood hua, I1 say, delib-
berately, is a liberal education of iteif. I do not know of any poet,
except Shakespeare, in whoin you will find so marvellous a portrait gai lery.
Hie brings.jewels from flic East, anI West, fri nature and art. Ilistory
is bis pliaything, psycboiogy bis electric spark. I know of no poet more
learned, exact, or tliorough. Hie bu iids bis poems out of rough blocks of
maarbie. He is obscure oiy in flic sense that bis thoulghts are profound.
1 tbink inany of Brownirng's nature paintings will take precedence oif
many of Tenîîytion's. Browning is didactic, as nature is didactic. He is
essentially a poef of bumnanity. lie does net destroy ; be is a worker in
fine inetals, a mouider of the passions of mien's miads, H1e fbinks at fuall
speed."

CAPTAIN H1. F. PFRLEY, iii bringing, ta a conclusion bis intereqfino,
notes on rifle siîooting, which bave been appeariing in the Canadlian .1lfiUia
Gazette, says: "lThere is one thing whichi shouid be borne in inid by
ail shooting men-that the rifles tiwy use are tiiose piaccd in their hands
for tbe purpose of drill and becdining proliciemt as saidiers iii tbeir use.
Every mian ta whom a rifle is issued shonid pride himnielf on becoining
efficient in its use on the range, and on being as well anc of tbe besf-driiied
men in his company or battaion. Shoofing îîîej sbould reinember that a
systematical. andI intentional neglect of drill can onily be coastrued as a slur
on tbe corps to whicb tbey belong. The mnail wlbo shoots becanse it pays,
and is always ready ta engage iii scratch matchies f.f a favonrife range, or
for sweepstakes, makes but a poor saliler. Such as he shoot for tbe stke
of winning prizes, forgefting, if may be, tbaf prizes should be viewed in
their proper ligbt, as rewards for goad, truc, and hocnest shooting. Lt is ta be
regretted that few of the officers take an infecrest'ia slîooting, forgetting,
that it is part of their duty ta feacli tlîeir ina howv ta shoot."

Wx bave recently seeni a rifle vernier siglit marker, from Mr. W. W.
Greener, the well-known rifle maker of Birmngham. Tbis iftle instrument
is tbe invention of Private IL. Grener, of flic 1sb V. B. South Staffordshira
Regiment, and is designed ta serve the double pnrpose of a bar elevator
andline marker. For the fariner purpoýe tlie instrume-nt is applied exacfiy
in tbe manner of tbe ordiaary IlMurcotf"I vernmier. To mark the bar, the
vernier is turned over antI applied ta the siglîf tangent. A vernier scale
on the face of tbe instrument, ia addition ta the usuial scale marked on the
edge, permifs of an easy andI accurafe reading whîlst appiying the inarker
to tbe sigbt; the vernier is depressed ta mark the bar. The ai-ia furnished
Mitb a point makes a fine and clearly, ilelirable line, by removing the smoke
or black from the bar, andI ite Une is got just where if was intended ta be
-tbere is no possibiliUy of slipping or a fanlty lite beinlg meirked on the
bar, as is of ten tbe case whea a qeparate marker is used in conj unction with
a vernier, and qmudging is ayoided; the timie occuipied in putting, on the
line is also reduced ta a minimum.- Voluteer Sei-vice Gazette. M

AT what hour of tbe day is a man at bis straagest, and s0 fiffed ta do
bard wark witb tbe least weariaess? The ans wer returned by Dr. Bacb,
from tbe resuits of bis experimeats mnade with the dynaînometer, is thaf a
man is at bis best wvhen hoe turas out of bcd. The nmuscle force is greatly
increased by breakfast, and if attains ta its highesf point after the midday
mne4l. It tben sinks for a few bours, rises ag-ain towards the evening, but
steadîiy declines from nigbt ta marning. Lt is probable that there is same
confusion bure. No doubt a snddea and powerfnl effort, sncbi as is regis-
tered by the dynamomeoter, is better made after the msuscles bave been fo
some time in use, andI any prodncts of their disintegrafion whicb may bave
accumulated during the naht and sleep have been washed away by tbe

imaproved circulation that follows waking ; but we can entertain little doubt
that susfainied effort, wbefber mental or bodiiy, coîmld be best performed
during the morning, andI not af fer the midday meal. Dr. Bnch is, however,
right la maintaining that the two chief fous of muscular force are overwork
and idleness. Sweating wbilst warking, deteriorates muscle force. Many
of the greatest workers in tice world, thougi flot ail, have been early risers.
But early rising, according, ta Dr. Bnch, ougbt always ta be supplemented
by early break fasing. Lancet.

M. PAUL BERT read a piper af the lasf meeting of tbe French AcadleilnY
of Sciences on, the experiauenfs lately set on foot by the Ilereditary Prince
of Monaco, who was bimself presont at tbe meeting, witb the abject of
determiaingy thu course of the curreuf of the Gulf Sîtream. The received
belief is, that after passing fhe Azores it filws in a north-easterly direction,
washiîag thc shores of the northera couafries of Europe ; bat this theory
bias neyer been scieilically verified. The Prince took several hundred
floats ta thc Azures last summer, and sailing in a northerly direction, bie
dropped fbem one by anc into fhe acean, allawiag an inferval of a mile or
two between thesm. Ia fhe initurior of each is a paper giving the latitude
and longitude of tie spot where if was dropped;, and mariners bave been,
requested tirougi the usual channels ta note the time aad place of their
picking up anynof them fhey înay bappea ta faIt in with. If a sntflieiat
nuînber of these observations can be coliected, a mnuch-needted ligit will,if is hoped, be thrown on the direction and veiocity of fhe Gulf strertm.
So far only tiree of fie flaats bave been recovered froîn fie ocean, urnder
circnmstanc6s, if mast b.3 added, whici seeîn ta inake agast tic received
tbeary. Instead of baing fonad af a painit northward of fiat wbere
tbey were deposited, fhey bad floafed coasiderably fa soufi of if, andI were
cast ashore on the Eastern Azores.

"AT f he baginaing of every montb a packef-boat sails from Falmoufi
for North Ainaerica, having a mail for Quebec an board. In tics suminlîr
monthq sic puts in af Hialifax (on bier way ta New York), and there delivers
tie mails for Canada. Froin Halifax they are forwarded by post for
Q nebec. In the antis of Navember, December, Janiuary, andI February
the packef-boafs piss Hialifax andI delivor the mails for Canada ta fie agent
for B3ritish packet-baats af New York, who farwards them through the
United States by fie nearesf post route for Moatreal. A mail for Eagland
is de.spatched frein Que bec onca every fortaigit in sulaner antI once a
moati in winfer ta be put on board the first packet-boat for Faimonth.
A mail for Barliigton in fie United States is ille up at Quebec every
Thursday, and at Mantreal every Saturday, by which conveyance letters
may bu sent for Europeý, undiler caver ta a friend af New York, on paying
tie Canailian postage at fie atflm at whici fie letter is put in. Oppor-
funities offor weekly af New York for Eaghand. Tie post for Montreai
leavesi Quebec every Monday and Thursday at four o'ciock in the evealing,
and the post luaves Monfreal for Qtieb.ac on fie saine days af fie saime boni'.
Tie post arrives af those places an the înorning of Wednesdays andI
Safnrdays. A monfhly communication by post bctweén this Province and
Upper Canada bas lateiy been opened, and wiii continue during the winfer."

Probably before reacing fis iast sentence fie reader wiil have came ta
the conclusion fiat tie above is nat froîn Copp, Clark, and CompanY'O
Almanac for 1886. IL is froîn the Quebec Almanac for 1808, sevenfy-
seven years ago-when a monfbly mail was firsf esfablished betweenl
Upper and Lower Canada. D.

LITERARY GOSSIP.

C. KLACKNER is publishing a number of large etchings by Hamnilton Hamilton.
THE biography of Louis Agassiz, wriften by his widow, bas been published in England

by Macmillan and Co.
"THE LiADINGs FACTS 010 ENcLISsi HmsTRoay, by D. H. Montgomery, will be pub-

lished by Ginn andI Co. about January 15.
LAURENCE OLIPHANT bas svritten sme sketches of autobiography, which Winl probablY

appear in Blackîeood's duriiig the comniog year.
THiE iXtl, volume of the varioruin edifion of Shiakespeare, edituci by Horace Howard

Forem, is "Othello." It is now iu the press of the J. B. Lippincott Co.
OUR retides,will finIin uoir Ivlvertising columus this week announcemnents of an

unusually tempting display of literary and other wares.
THE Grip Comnpany lias is<iued a new Canadian Christmas Annual - Canada's

Christmas -filled with lithographic illustrations of Canadias scenes and sports.
GEORGE~ H. BUCHsAAN ANI) Co., of Philadeiphia, have ready " The Ethies of G'eorgeEliot's Works," by the lafe George Crombie Brown, with au introdoction by Charles G.

Ames.
THnC eighfli elliticîs, in Engýlish, of M. Taine's " Notes on England"I (Chapman and Hall)appears f,,r the firmt tilce wifh a portr'ait cf fie author, wlsich is, by tihe way, a striking

likeness.
TiCItHOR AND COMiPANYiy ll pnblishi the recenfly dimcovered Emerson-Carlyle ccrýrespoîuîence iii a euppîementary volume for the benefit cf those wha already possems the

first edition.
TEE Globe madIe ifs appearance last week attired in a handsoine new dress. If is nIce'

Printed from a new Scotch aictal-faced type, ansd is as clear and readable typograpuicallY
as if is liferary.

MRt. EDWIN GLEDHILL, composer, cf fuis cify, has set a pleasant but rather unsea,
sonable sang, "'Twas a Balmy Night in June," fa very sweef music. It inay be found
at Nordheimeî.'s.

MESSRS. L. PRANc AND COMPANY'S series cf Christmas aîîd New-Year cards for this
seaman coraprehiends a great variety cf subject, executed wif h mosf arfistjc faste. The
flewer and figure-pieces, hock-mark designs andI ofiers formi an art collection impossible
fo match in so small a compass. The sole Camiadian agents are fie Toronto News Companuy-
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