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THE LAST 0F SIX HUNDRED. upon them ; that a new force had been projected into the life of man, which, if
used, wotild elevate him from despair and wickedness into a region of purity

It may perhaps be a matter of interest to many of the readers of the and sobermjndedness and truth. But the Pharisees were in open and earnestSPECTATOR who were at IlOld Orchard House " .at the zenith of its glnry last enmity to that peace of mi. They soon had an opportunity for avowing it.summer, to learn how the last Il"Saturday Hop " of the season was celebrated. A man blind and dumb and mad, from those strange unaccounitableThere were four ladies, but we could only muster three gentlemen. However, influences ivhich the universal belief attributed to demoniacal possession wasthe 1.30 p.m. train from Portland brought us the needed reinforcement, in the brought to Christ. And He whose soul was filled with pity for every kind of'shape of a solitary Canadian, whio sauntered up the plank-walk, seemingly sin and suffering, could flot turn away from. this example of its wildest and mostmuch puzzled by the air of desolation which brooded over the usual]y thronged terrible form. By a word and a look He released the miserable sufferer frompiazza. His eyes lighted up for a moment, as hie greeted the proprietor ;but the horrible oppression-calmed, healed, restored him-insomuch that thebis countenance fell again, as hie wandered throuigh the empty ball-room, the blind and dumb both saw and spoke. The breaking of so hideous a spel asdeserted drawing-room, and the almost unoccupied dining-hall. We were that which had bouind this man; the power to pour lighit on the filmed eyeball,content : our Lancers mighit now becoîne an accomplished fact. and to restore speech to the cramped tongue, and intelligence to the bewilderedIn the evening the stranger xvas fouind stretched on a sofa in the empty soul was something the people had neyer seen before. The miracle produceddrawing-room in a state of profound depression. On being interviewed hie a thrill of astonishment, a burst of unconcealed admiration. With eager earnest-expressed the utmnost readiness to assist our efforts. After the tîsual introduc- ness the), began to debate ivhether He who had such marvellous powver couldtions, we adjourned to the ball-room. The centre chandelier alone was lighted, be any other than the long-looked for King. "eCan this man," they asked, haîfand upon that dim point of illumination the surrounding darkniess frowned in wonder, half in faithi, "lcan this man be the Son of David? " His enemiesgloomily. 
could not deny that a great and notable miracle liad been performed ;and the0f the ladies ive need flot speak; the mere mention of their namnes would sighit of it, and of the impression it had produced on the multitude maddenedsend regretful pangs to the hearts of many a bachielor, American as well as them. But how could they dissipate that impression from the minds of theCanadian. Our gentlemen consisted of Il the l)iplornatist," two well-known amazed spectators ? The Scribes-always ready with a device to boîster upHarvard men, and le the last of the Canadians," as we called him. But hiere the failing cause of the traditional Church, offered a solution: "lThis fellow hatha difficulty presented itself; we had no music. The Band that was wonit to Beclzebtib," they said, leand it is only by the prince of devils that He casteth outcharm us with the liveliest of Canadian Lancers, and the most dreamy Of devils." The 5redulous, but bewildered people, iverc imipressed with this ml*s0 -Strauss's Valses, liad gone xveeks ago. What ivas to be done ? lent soltion of the difficulty, of course, for those grave and reverenld inquisitorsl'le inventive genius of Harvard came to the rescue; and an aged from tl.,e Holy City possessed an immense and licriditary influence over thirmusical-box, hoary with the dust of many summers, ivas unearthed from soîne simple understandings. 'l'lie eager bound of their heart tovarcl the tenderdark corner. We took our places. 'l'le proprietor "Iled" the Orchestra. liealing Christ and the new heaven of hope and truth which seemned openingOh, what a falling off was there !But a few weeks ago, and hundreds throtigh- before them wvas cruelly repuilsed by the cold, insolent, blasphemnous rejoinderout that Hall, and buindreds more as spectators, crowded the piazza. 'l'lie of those ivho wvere their natural, and as they believed,' divinely appointedBand plays its most inspiriting strains, and the youth and beauty and falshion teachers-"l He casteth out devils by the prince of devils."'o C anada and the States vie ivith each i other ta m ake " th e fun fast and o ca e i ab u th t e S r es o ld t t u h a t e ry nd m k

furous." T here go the "girls w ho are pretty and k now it, and those w ho are tlîe o i n p e le b i v t? T us t s e m m n tr s, a d w m r e h tpretybutdont."Diaond an dak ees las ; he ir s fagrnt iththe quick reply did not comre as it came at one time afterward-" These are not
flowers, and Ilthrough the mazes of the giddy dance the glittering throng is the words of one that biath a devil." How came it to pass that even ignorantled." AIl is bright and gay and brilliant. Btit flow and credu!ojis people could allow themselves to become the victims of thatThat portly form, hitherto associated in our minds with electric-bells, per- horrible, but authoritative falsehood ? For evidently it did not break uiponemptory orders. and hotel-bifls, was seated on the *Banid-platform sniilingly tlhemr as a stîrprise-as a niew theory in the wvay of accounting for marvellousstruggling with the hiandle of the astlimatic musical-box, and beating time ivith acts ;it seezned a natural solution of the problem of Christ's personality andbis heels against the boards. 'lie le Iiplomnatist " moved througli the figures nmiss ion.w ith that stateîy grace xvhic li so vell becam e him , bis bald h ead g leam ing fit- I r i g t c o rt f r t i e m s e e b r t a h l o e o u

füll, a th liht romthesoltar chndeierfel upn i. Te to aumn ofdoctrines are unquestionably the result of Divine revelations made to the soul
Harvard maintained the reputation of their University by an amount of acrobatic of man sin thers are the outgrowth of our common experience in life.
energy, which Ithe last of the Canadians " coulci hardly eclual, thoughi he did Froin the facts of ordinary life-the regularity of seed-time and harvest, the
"b is level best." l'he ladies strove to out-do oîie another in their efforts to different fruits that grow and are fit for human food, the great ministries of joym a k e th e la st IlH o p " o f th e se a so n a g ra n d su c c e ss, a n d a g ra n d stîc c e ss it w a s a n p i , th d c i o l f i- e w i h a r b o ig t t e r u o m - e-fiskn. Darkness to riglit of theni, darkness to left of thei, argue to the conclusion that there is a Divine Providence overarching mankind,he vast Hall encunibered! like the blue vatîlts of heaven, shining with strong and tender power of lifeTheir's flot to question why, their's but thieir dance to try uîon the varying landscapes of the world. We need no Bible to tell us thatLast of six hundred !" we spell it out for ourselves; it becomes a fact of consciousness; we are led toThen followed valse, and gallop, and gallop and valse. There was sometlîing it by a resistless instinct. There is an eternal principle in us ail which insistsweird and ghostly in the way in which the couples glided out of the dark uipon a method of reasoning with regard to objective things, which leads to thecorners, flasbed across the lighted centre of the room, and then disappeared in- idea of God. Man's body is connected with the world of matter-is rooted into the "lpalpable obscure " again. Our voices souinded hollow, and echoed itbhas senses to which only matter can minister. And also man's soul is con-throtîgh the roomn and reached along the deserted corridors. An uncanny nected 'vith the Spirit-is rooted in God ; bas spiritual senses to which onlyfeeling of loneliness weighed uipon our spirits in spite of all our efforts. 'l'ie the spiritual can minister,and as it is sure of tbe one, it is sure of the other.very musical box seemed conscious of the influence and its asthmatic parox- But man bas no sooner formulated the tbeory of a Supreme Supernaturalysms culminated, as Ilthe Doctor " would bave said, in a rapid decline. By Benevolence-a Providence-than bie is confronted with facts of life and9.30 the Ball-room was empty, and the last IlHop" of the season of 1879 experience which seemn to stand outside the range of the operations of good-was numbered witb the things that have been. ness. Man at bis wisest is being continually bafled ; man at bis best, whenIlOne W/ho Was Iliere." most earnest in the endeavour to live in harmony with the laws of bis being,Old Orchard House, September 23, 1879. 4w suffers in every nerve of bis body, in every faculty of his mmnd, and in every

interest of his life ; bis lot is sown with the thistle and the briar. And just asbumanity cannot bring itself ta believe that what is good is accidentaI, s0
"CASTING OUT DEVILS BY THE PRINCE 0F DEVILS." neither can it bring itself ta, believe that evil is only blind misfortune. CanA Sermon preachcd in Zion Church by Rev. Alfred J. Bray, Sept. 28ti1, 1879. good and evil corne fromn the same source then ? No, is the answer,-no morethan bitter water and sweet water can corne from the samne *fountain-head. ToST. MATTHEW xii., 22-30. formulate the theory that there is a spirit of evil that works mischief ta men,A few words in exposition of my text will be necessary perhaps. 1 spoke bringing pain and sorrow and woe, was casy-perhaps natural. Heathendom,last Stunday night of the open bostility Jesus Christ met from the Pharisees, and flung out its thoughts in real forms. The Jews, taking something from revela-to-night I arn ta dwell on one particular illustration of that. His conflict witb tion and the rest from beathendom, produced a prince of the power of tbetbem was gradually but surely reaching a climax. Tbey had set themselves ta air,a ver>' chief of aIl devildom. A chief of devils he must be ; for just asundo Hirn in the eyes of the people; with a pertinacity worthy of a better we cannot tbink of a beneficent God dwelling in a vast solitude, s0 neithercause they had dogged His steps, sneered at the stupendous assumptions made could we think of a supreme spirit of evil as alone. The imagination picturesby so bomel>' a man, and strove bard ta fight down the growing popular con- him as surrounded b>' a bost of subordinates, rendering sometimes a willingviction that a greater than Moses bad corne ta tbe enslaved and disheartened and sometimes a 'forced obedience. But tbe theor>' tbat devildomn ma>' at timespeople. Man>' were beginning ta believe that a bright new 'day'had dawned work against itself must bave been the resuit of observation. The Jews saw


