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Lavor Anfres,

Theminers of Wigan district, Lancashire,’

have struck for an advance of wages and a
reduction of hours, The movement does not
havethe sa.nchon or sympathy of the trades’
unions,

Porice Stnxn —On the 25th ult., the
member of the Dundee (Scotland) pollce
force gave in their resignation, which by
.statute will not take effect for one month.
The forco mumbers about 140, and 100
‘names are attached to the resignation sheet.

An interview ook place hetween Captain
Douglas, Earl Fitzwilliam's' steward,”and
and three of the men formerly employed at
the Low Stubbin colliery, when the dispute
was brought to an end by the men accept-
ing the terms offered by his lordship, and
work was resumed on Monday Sth ult., the
lockout having lasted nine weeks.

A meeting of the journoymen bakers of
London, Englend, was held on the 26th
ult., for the - purpose of forming & trade
protection union similar to that in the
building and other trades. The chair was
taken by Mr. How (journeyman baker),
and after a good deal of discussion of grie-
vances, prominent among which was the
operation of the Smeke Nuisance Act, it
was agreed that a union should be establish-
ed as proposed. ,

Mr. Rupert Kettle, arbitrator between
the ironstone mine owners and miners of
Cleveland, gave his award—that the wages
of the miners and other workmen should
not be incressed. Mr. Kettle bases hiis de-
- cision on-the ground that -the men are nox.

receiving & higher rate than they claimed.

Before the investigation' they erroneously
thought the average rate of wages wes bs.
11d., whereas it turns out to be 7s. 0}d.,
and that an increase of the cost of getting
stone would injure the permment interests
of the miners.

The French Polishers of London, Eng.,
held ‘another meeting, on Tuesday night,
the 22nd ult., to consider the propnety of
taking mora energetlc steps to gain an in-
crease of wages. Mr. S. W. Huxley took
the chmr, and resolutions were carried to
the effect that they would still continue to
agitate for the 7d. per hour, and would
stand by them at no distant date. Xt was
stated that 25 shops had since their last
meeting conceded the advance without a
strike, and there would only be one course
left if the two or three firms that held out

“did not concede the advance in o day or
two.

GREAT STRIKE oF ENGINEERS AT SHEF-
r1eLp.—The strike of the men‘employed in
the Shefiield engineering trade has com-
menced. The mastors met in the Cutlors’
Hall, and a resolution was passed expres-

© sing regrot that the men were unwilling to
refer the watter in dispute to arbitration,
and that they had taken the extreme course
of striking work ; but that the present
" state of trade would not warrant any ad-
vance of wages, which they, therefore,
firmly refused. A few establishments have
conceded the advance of 2s, a8 well as the
new hours arrangements, but at nearly all
other places the men have atruck,” The en-
gineers’ union is said to be rich and power-
ful, and they express a determination to
gain their end, so that there is every pros-
" pect of the strike being a prolonned and
painful one. :

Chieago at the present time is one of the
worst, if not the worst, place for 2 mechanic

_ to turn his fuce towards. Thore is a general
st.;gnutwn in all the trades; there is no
money in circulation. Many of the men
who arc in work do 1ot get their pay wheri
t.is earned. They have to wait two and
three. iveeks for their pay, and then got it
in dribbles, -Several of tho railway com-
ponies sre two and three months behind
with their employees. Many of them have
discharged & large number of their hands.
There is quite a lull in shoemaking, especi-
ally in the custom lines. Tailoring is the
same, and as for the hatters, they appear
4o have topped off o.ll the nobby heuds that
needed their assistance for this season.

There isa little breeze among the carpenters |

and painters, but is so slight as to be hardly
perceptible; cabinet makers maybe placed in
the same category. Printers are as plentiful
as berries in summer. In the depariments
of industry where women and girls aro em-
ployed, there is the same want of life ap-
psrent. Hundreds of women and girls are
out of employment, and unless & very ma-
terial change takes place in a short time there
must be a panic in Chicago the ensuing
fall.

TO TRE MINERS OF THE UNITED
STATES.

CALL FOR A MINERS’ NATIONAL CONVENTION,

FeLrow WerkurN,—It is a well estab-
lished foct—a fact demonstrated by bitter
personnl experience,—that thereis no class
in the community whose labors are so un-
requitted, and who are so much the victims
of the henrtless demands of capital and
corporations, asthe miners. Inour present
isolated condition, we arc powerless to resist
them. Increasing as these mal agencies are
in power and influence, it requires no
propliet to foretell the position the miner
must occupy in a few years, unless imme-
diato steps are taken to unite us under a
common head, having for its objects the
bettering of our social, moral and financial
condition. The great desideratum of the
hottr is @ bond of union, a consolidation of
interests, « unity of action—in short, the
establishment of a Miners' National Organ-
ization, whose influence will be exerted in
our behalf, and whose strength will furnish

ient to protect us in the hour of need. A
contest, too often forced upon us, at present
means defeat and demoralization, no matter
how just our demands ; a contest in which
s handful of men have to contend against
the power of aggregrated wealth. This
crushing in detail policy must be stopped,
or it is idlcfto expect that our condition can
be ameliorated.

The success wvhich has attended the efforts

of the various trades which have acted on
this principle, shows us what unity of action
can accomplish. The difficulties against
which we now contend, are the difficulties
which they have surmounted, and the rea.
son is obvious. What the cfforts of one
iinion could not accomplish, the efforts of
fifty unions have accomplished. What they
have done, we can do, if we are willing to
use the same means. These facts are so
self-evident, that every miner and laborer
in the mines must admit their force and
truth, .

In copsideration of these facts, believing
that the miners are ripe for such a move-
ment, and in accordance with the general
desire evinced on all lands, we heroby issue
a call for a meeting of delegates from the
various local unions, and to miners’ in gen-
eral-—throughout the country, for the pur-
pose of forming a Miners’ National Union,
to be held in the City of Younggtown, Ohio,
on the Second Tuesday in October, 1873.

The specific objects sought to be accom-
plished by the formation of such an associ-
ation are as follows :— )

1. A consolidation of the entire body of
miners of the United States, for the purpose
of self-protection.

2. To afford pecuniary and moral snpport

to such districts as may be forced to the
alternative of  strike.

3. For a through discussion of our griev-

*%5‘““’““ that such influence will be suf-
o

ances, and the passage of such laws, as our|,

safety and welfare demand in tho sgeveral
States.

Fellow wotkman—one word inconclusion.
Let ecvery mines and laberer, who reads
this eall realize that it is in his intorest it is
issued. Act as though success depended
on your individual efforts. Makc a begin-
ning. Where no union exists, form .one
without delay. Take steps to meet your
fellow workien in council. Let the mon
of Penmsylvania meet the miners from Illi-
nois. Let the miners of Ohio, Virginin,
Indiana, Towa, Missouri, Kentucky and
Michigan, in short from every locality
where mining is earried on, ¢ Come and
renson togethor” —form an organization in
which brother will be pledged to brother—

an organization which will forin a bulwark

alike in the days of prosperity and the hour
of adversity. Will ;you do so, or do you
prefer to occupy your present unenviable
position? The answer and the issue are in
your own hands. s
Signed, o

fJ.“ Sixey, St. Olair, Schuylkill Co. ”

s,

Jas. O'HALLORAN, Plymouth Lucerne
Co., Pa.
l:uGli:o. KINcHORN, Belleville, St. Clair Co

Jomx Porvrock, North Lawrence, Stark
Co., Ohio. . :

J ORN JaMEs, Braidwood, Will Co., Ill

Commumcatxonsaddressedto.]’ ohnJames,
Braidwood, will receive a prompt reply. —
The Workingman's Advocate. '

THE REAL COST OF SEWING MA."
_.CHINES.

The New York correlpondent ‘of the
Euftalo Cownrier makes the following sur-
prising revelations :

“While in New Haven I had for a
neighbor an ingenious and able master me-
chanic, s machinist, who had contributed
not a little to the periectmg of the original
sewing machine, not only by his mechani-
cal skill but by his own inventions. Look-
ing upon the perfected sewing machine, in

the exquisite nicety of its parts, as a costly.

pieco of work, and makmg insufticient al-
lowance for the hbor-savmg powers of
modern machine-topls, I had always dis-
creditedithe assertions made by opponents

and denied by mpporton of the sewing
iathine monopoly that thé cost of the 860
machines would not exceed $12. Butl
found from the machinist that the asserted
cost had been overstated in fact by at least
one-thxrd for fear of being- mcredlble as
I have confessed it was to me, even then

The cost of the Howe sewing machine as
given me by the very man who (as me-
chanic) probably did mere to make it prac-
ticable, is nine dollars all told, table includ-
ed. The Wheeler & Wilson machine made
in the samo place (Bridgeport, Conn,,) my
informant says was calculated by the mnanu-
facturers as costing seven dollars, table
and all. Of the Singer machine he had no
exact knowledge, but judged it about on a
par with Wheeler & Wilson in cost. The
Wilcox & Gibbs, from ite simplicity, ought
not to cost more than five dollars. Finally
he showed me & little machine of his own
invention and construction, (the only one
ever made) so sinple in mechanisn that
he averred it could be manufactured in the
best possible manner for five dollars, un-
dcninbly and evidently ahead of any two
thread machine I hnve everseen in stillness
and ease of motion, requiring searcely more
power and making hardly a louder whisper
than the Wilcox & Gibbs, itself. Some

‘day, inthe hands of a lcss ingenious but

more worldly-wise inheritor than the in-
ventov, this piece of exquisite simplicity
and originality in sewing mechanism, will
probably take a high place among the
multiplying candidates for ladies’ favor.
But that will be after the present mono-
poly, whose vast power eontrols the mar-
ket, shall have been broken, by the disso-
lution of its patents, letting in the waves
of free competition.” i

VOLUNTEER BANDS AND TRADE
" UNION DEMONSTRATIONS.

There is & likelihood of the present splen-
did band of the 6th Fife A, V. (Kirkaldy)
corps assembling no longer under the vo-
lunteer flag. The band, which comprises
twenty-one men, have received intimation
—we believe from the War Office—that
their services will be no longer required,
unlesa they are ready to apologlae for hav-
ing accompanied the miners of Fife and
Clackmannan on the occasion of their recent
excurgion to Perth, but the bandsmen do
not seom prepared to make amends for the
offence in this manner, and will vather give
in their uniforms and instruments, The
bands of the Kingshorn and Wemysx Artil-
lery - Volunteers fell into the same sad
serape.—Fife Freg Press

*) | field, agninat the statute,” .
ant proved that he wasa sub-contractor|

IMPORTANT TO BUILDERS.

On Friday the 26th ult., James Fitzgib-
bons, a laborer, residing on Devonshire
street, Lisson grove, was summoned to
Marylebone police conrt by George Byfield,
of Egbert terrace, 8t. George’sroad, Regent’s
Park, contractor, ‘“For that he did unlaw-
fully solest and obstruct the said George
Byfield by following him from place to place
with o view to coerce the said George By-
&c.—Complain-

under Mesers. Wellbourne, the builders, to

do certrin brickwork at Kilburn, and that
he employed defendant amongst others as
laborers, and that on June 25, when the
men were going to breakfast they came ina
body and asked for an increase of a half-
penny per hour upon what they had pre-
viously received. making in the whole 6d.,
which he refused to give, when the defend-
ant, with others, eaid they had work in the
country and wanted their money, which was
not given them, and on the next morning
the defendant and four or five others came.
about 10 o’clock, and again asked the com-
plainant for their money, which}he refused
to give them until one of the Messrs. Wel-
hourne returned, The men, after using
some threats, went away, and did not retwrn
until half-past one, when the defendant was
taken to the police station, and the inspee-
tor refused to take the charge, but advised
asummons, Mr. Pain,in cross-examination,
elicited that the men only came for money
that was actually due to them, that they
were employed only by the hour, and that
he had a right to discharge them st any
moment by paying up to the end of the hour’
then broken into; and that on the 26th,
when defendant and others came, com-
plainant told them to wait till one of the
Messrs. Welbourne came, and that they ask-
ed for some money so as not to stop on the
premises, and that he gave them 1s, to get
some beer.—At this stage Mr. D'Eyncourt
suggested to Mr. Pain that he had carried
his cross-examination quite far enough, and
as it was admitted that the men could be dis-
missed at any moment by the master, it was
nothing but fair the men should have the
same privilege, and that they ought then to
have been paid. And that, although there
might be faults on both sides, he did not
think that this was a case to which the act
applied, and dismissed the summons,—

English Exchange.
——————

POSTMEN'S GRIEVANCES.

A crowded meeting of postiien was held
on Wednesday night, 23rd ult., at the
Cannon street hotel, Mr. G, Potter in the
chair. The meeting was convened under
the auspices of the United Kingdom Gener-
al Post Office and Telograph Service Bene-
tit Socicty, for the purpose of * supporting
the petitions recently presented to Parlia-
nient for increasge of pay,” ete. Thé Chair-
man said it was o fact to be regretted that
they were compelled to urge claing which
had been announced for some time back in
all the newspapers of the country. For a
period of ten years he belioved they had
been trying to get an advance, and had
been baffled not only by the ofticials at the
head of the department, but by ofticials at
the bottom of the establishment. The fig-
ures of the postal department indicated
that it had considerably increased within
the past twelve years, yet their position
had remained unchanged. This could not
he because they did not work herd enough,’
for their duties were onerous, -and the
presence of the postman was welcome to
oll but those who objected to receive a writ
by letter. The incomes of the London
men were one guinea a-weck, those of rural
postien averaging 14s., which he denounc-
ed as insuflicient. Mr. Lowe was aware
that they were pressing him hard, and if
they waited some one might cone to his
relief. He doprecated the question of party
spirit in this matter, and cautioned them
against taking any rash steps. They had
patiently endured, and he hoped they would
eventually win. Resolitions calling on
Parlinment to consider the prayer of the

petition recently presentod, and deprecating

the recent action of the authorities in sup-
pressing the men’s committee, together
with one calling for the abolition of Sunday -
labor, were submitted to the meeting and

 spoken to by Mesars. Johnson, Silverstick

(ex-postmen), Bowes; the Revs. &. M.
Murphy, Schuadhorst, &c., after which the
proceedings closed thh a vote of thanks to
the Chairman.
————
THE STONE CUTTERS’ STRIKE.

The stone cutters of Chicago have entered
upon the fifth weck of their strike, and, to
use & military phrase, there is no “change
of front.” The bosses are evidently relymg
on their ability to starve the-men out, and
in this way bring them into- submiufon; ’
Such is theirgame. They do notuHege that
what the stone cutters ask is too muck, but
they say that they want tobreak the Union
up. The men, on the other hand, are
determined to stand firm. The German
element, upon which the employers relied -
for assistance, is nearly all firm with the
Union, and at every meeting. -night some of
them come up and join the Union. . At
their regular meeting the financial situation
elicited considerable debate. Twohundred
men drawing wages from the Society every
week is a heavy pull'on the treasury, and if
long continued must deplete the fines.
Such a contingency with: the stone cutters
of this city could only result from a long
continued strike. A good General always
looks out for his commissary department,
and sees thatit is well provided. In times
of difficulty care should he taken to provide
foran emergency. Thestone cuttersshould
not hesitate to call wpon their sister organi-
zations for a small loan. Not that they
have any immediate necessity for it at the
present time, but there is no knowing what -
may happen in a protracted contest. To
be well armed is one-half the battle.

TBE STAR SHOWER OF AUGUST 10.

We hope that our readers will not forget to
look for this well-kgown star shower, which
appears to radiate from the constellation -
Perseus. On the 10th of August, the earth
annually passes for about gix hours through
the belt of meteors which originally formed a
part of comet III, 1862, retorning once in a
hundred and twenty years.

It is estimated that four hundred nulhon
shooting atars daily traverse the atmosphere,
adding, perhaps, a thousand pounds to the
earth’s mass, These bodies move in space ag
dust clouds or nebulie.  When they come withe
in the sun’s attraction, the nebula assumes the
form of a comet, underthe influence of gravita-’
tion, and the comet is gradually drawn out by
the same force into a ring revolviog round the
sun in the same orbit and periodic time as the
original comet,

The star showers bring us specimens from
the ‘remotest realms of space; sometimes
meteorie irons, containing occluded hydrogen
from the atmosphere in which the fragment
was last heated ; at other times, meteoric
stones containing hydrocarbons and phosp-
horus.

Acrolites contain oxygen, nitrogen, phosp-
horus, - sulphur, carbon, silicon, hydrogen,
copper, iron, cobalt, nickel, manganese, mag-
nesinm, aluminum, ete., probably most if not
ull of the terrestrial olemcnta Their weight, .
is generally inconsiderable, but varies up to
fifteen tuns. The loud report which attends
the fall of the larger masses is cansed by the
air rushing into the vacuum iu rear of the pro:.
jectile when it reaches our atmosphere,

e ———e

Prourrss.—Therc is nothing so revolution~ :
a1y, there ir nothing go unnatural and so con- .
vulsive to socxety, as the strain to keep thmgs
tixed, when all the world is, by the very law.
of its creation, in eternal progress ; and the
cause of all the evils in the world may be
tiaced to that natural, but most deadly error
of human indolonce and corruption—that our
business is to preserve, and not to nnprove It
is the ruin of us all alike—individuals,| uo.hools,
and nations.—Dr. ARNOLD, :

.Behold ' the other side of the Cluneae
sorvant question. A lady lecturing in San’
Francisco on this subject declares that the
alinond-eyed domestics are neither honest °
rlor neat, and that it is a thousand tinesd)
more creditable for » woman to do her owNe
work than to.employ & Chmam'm to do xf,

for her. . ‘ | ,.lq



