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- We speak of the Bible as the word of God, becatuse in it
we can read bis wvill. We speak of the outward creation
also, as the volume of God, unrolled to the inquiring mmnd,
because in it an attentive rnin-d and a devout, heart can
perceive the wonders of bis works. The two then are thuis
related to each other. In the one we perceive the mnar-
vels of creation at one single point of tiime,-God's works
as th.ey are in their structure, a rrangements, and rnutually
adapted parts. But in the other, the written Book of God,
we see these wonders in an order of time, a succession of
events, in a continued change and progression; in short,
in Histm-y. By lookig abroad on the face of the globe
we see nman as he is, and all the circutmstances with wvhiclh
God lias surro-anded hirn. J3y attentively reilding the
Bible, we see man as he toas at varions periods, in différent
circuinstances ; and also the varied discipline to, whicb the
Almighty lias subjected him for bis graduai advancernent
in virtue aind in happiness. In the one volume Nve learn
the divine works, in the other the divine providence as
manifested at every period of the yvorld's history. *We
read of the creation of man, and the teniptations to which
lie was exposed, lis frailties and bis virtues, bis sorrows
and bis joys, his sins and his penitence, and we may also
read the cause of ecd, and observe the consequences of
every virtuous, as well as of every crirninal actè We
there know the will of God, and the consequences of obe-
dience, and the penalties of disobedience. Sudh is ils
value as documents of history throughout.

But is there fot moreover somiething peculiarly divine
in parts of seriptuire whicli thriil the reader's soul with
holy thouglits and fervent aspirations 1 Are not there
some especial parts to, wbich the heart invohmntarily and


