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TH VK SUNý*BFAMi.

110W TUE CHILDREN KEPT
CHRISTMAS.

jNAMMA TODD wn8 down in the ldtchen
~~busiy engaged in masking cookies fi r~a Christmas, anti the four lti 1ullpn

they, called tliemiselvese, were very bnisy
watclîiîg lier, snmacking their lips iii anticipaio~n
over die plumn-pudding, and longinfz for the
tiînec to coule, whien, like littie 3ack Horner,
they eould Il put iii tlheir Lltuînb ani pull ont a
pli Il front the big fruit-eake.

Emiel, as sile %vas Mie oldest. wits proninted tel
the digniy of being înaniîiia's assistant, and
just now, hai',f eclipscd by a big gingbiarn apron,
with ber steeves rolled lup ahove lier dinlipled
elbows, she was the very picture of a little
housekeeper.

The egg-beater flew
swiftly tînder thc nini-

bic lingers tLI thc
wvhite foami grew rirrn
and sinooth.

"Theî'e, those eggs
rebeaten enough,

arcn'lt they, miania ?"
site asked, turning die
disb np-side down to
the great t larni of the
otiier littie Toddies,
who always expecteti
tu se the eggsai on1101
the fluor, holding their
brcaths until the disih

wis rcstored to its nor-
mal condition.

l es dear, that wil
do, nicely, answercd
ilnamîia,I now you
inay pick over these
currants for me,."

Oh01 ; iarniina, îsn't
thlere somethmng digit I
caîi do V" asked Harry,
wvatching Ethel with
enyieus eyescbme

ini May, eagerly.
IBertie wants to

lieip. Let Bertie hielp,
cried the littie four-
year-old pet of the.......
bouse.

"Tco nmasny cooks
spoil the broth,"P yoil'
know slle answvered. .«.,.

"lBut since you ore ,........

s0 alxiotis to bcelp 1
ivili try to fînd sogge-
Lhing f'or yeui to do iii
a minute.

INow ' open your
xnlouth and slitit your ,.

eyes, and l'il give you '

yoUi wise,' and sil
popped a plurnp raisin i X.
into eachi of the wi<Ie
open1 motths. -.

"That tastes like~j
Christmnas, mammna.
think everythiing tastes
so nmcl better at ' '"< ,

Christmas thîî ait any ' '

Harry."
I wislh Christmas

camec two or three
tirnes ayetir" said Maisy.
IlWe always have sncbl
lovcly tinges. [ doîî't
know which I like best,
hianging up our stock-
ines or the Christmîas Lec, they are bothi snicb

Il1 wonder if everybody lbas sis nico ai ine 1as
we (d0," said Ethel, thouightlully. '« 1 agni afraid
there are- il grelit îniany liti le cliildlren llî dho 't
l<noîv .tnytlinig about Clirisi nias ba.pp)iîîoss,*"
illaîninae itînswercdl. Il 1 kow one fiily of
clîildren ttiat doîî't expect to liave any C0bristimis
presgents, or even Clotgit wo caL t 01vcry plaini

" Wby laîna vi are tliey 9 " siskcd Ethel
in surprise.

Yoti have ail seen thc littie girl about. Mafiy's

"ge, wlîo coines arounti witbi a ba.sket ovcry day
begging for soniethln to cal;. Ye.stoi'day. w'he"
shle camie to the door she lookcd so col thîat 1
told ber to corne iii and sit down by die tire a
littIe w~hile, and gel, warnm. 1 saw that bier e *ves
vere red and swollen, ais if site liad been oryiîmg,

and aller a wbiie silo Lold nie that lier niotler
wis sick, and elle miîs silraid she wvas going to
die. 1 gave lier sonietbing to Lake boine witli
ber-, and in the al'ternoîaî 1 iveît aroîînd Vo se
lier."

IWliere tloes sle )ive ?"l askeà Harry.
ISite lives in a littie tcmrbie-down liouse by

the bridge," answered nmamnia. I fonndI hier
iotiier, wvho is very sick, lying on a bed miade

of oH' e.l'ths, nlear tie lire, andi the little cuiltirenl
liudd led aronnîd bier, Lry ing to warin tlcisei ves
Iîy tige feeble blazeo0f a fewv sticks wiîich
sînocldered in tuie ire'piace. Sue llas bi'pen sick
for a long tine slow. Aie tuld mie, anlt lîaid tAî seit
ail bier furniture, piece by picS, and aht last

Whli iL was Il golle, Maggie luad to Lilke 41
basket and go ont te) beg for ciiougl to keep

WI-AT I GOT ON CHIRISTMAS.

Il i3cause we have a lcactiluil Christmas troc
and so unany guodies," Maly said, iiti a loying
glance aht die row of pies on thîe table.

ICause Santa Clans cornles, put la Bertie
eagerly.

"Yies. I tlîink yonr great plea.stre lias been in
recciving p)rescîits," aii8weretl iiiaimia. Il Nov

.1 bave becuî wou(lering if yuu woulin't ci joy iL
Clîrietîilia oqntally well if yuu foind youir

pleieuîre in giving inistead."
d Mlly, îuaininit, wluat (I0 yen mllit ? askcd

Harry la bcevildermuent. Il N ut geL any preseuits
lit alf Il

[ tbonghl perba11ps yoîî weîild cni.joy giving
Llîese pour littie ehlikren preseiîhs muire Llian re-

cuùivillg theni yotirselves.' Papa aild .1 tsilked
iL over last nighît, aîd lie toid nie jîist ibat

î,rosoîts lie mîeant to
geL Ccd of you, and
sîidiq thiat if Voit Wolud

riadlier have thîe nonecy
inistead, anîd speîid iL

oh1 tLIs puerfliily, lie
wotild lie very gladti L
give iL Le yîîul."

Feu r brîglît littie
faces !eligtiueled slow-

sitl .1îy t'Ilinlg forai few
miomencîts. Th'ey w'erc
ail geîieruî, iriiu-
b on rted cliild rel, bult
it serned like al very
har ltisin uh gi vo iii)
Llîeii' presents to miake
ksoie c.liltIreî, 0iîly
one of whîoli thîcy hadt(
ever sceli, bajîpy in-
steaif.

Iwoltnl't WC bave
ai I ree or any presén s
or au lig" askcd
IIîarry, sîîdfly.

"4Doîî't, kioo k s0 Ileart-
brokeî absot iLtr,"

suidl minina, clicerily,
lii i ng uit luis long face.
iot i doll (jttst.as yet

Ilkecabont ityou kîowv.
Yen ean liave yotîr

piosenits antI troc, 1 jst
ais yeni isniaily do0, il'
yen wanit Lu."

Il icli wouid you
<lu if youi w~erc in oui'
places, ilnainili Y" aisk-
cd àMa3.

I 1(loi't wvat towa,-
vise yotî, dear," anl-
swered nisima. 1 uvant

Lu lcat'e iL cîîtirely te
yourselv'es. Now, Haï-
ryý, liere is soiictling
yen eauitIdo, if'yo vaîiL
t) belli, anid bie tput a

CIIOIPpu ug.bow I befoe
Iliiaî.

l{iryw~orkel iii si-
lenîce for a wtiile, thoni
lie. ieek'ed tep vith si

giveo Up1 iîîy presenits
if thucrcst îîil, lttoSlitl,

euijoy iieni luaf a
îiuch, aliv w'a1y, sirîco

~ ~'$4yon t(bl(ltl îitboult (iese;
~*~7 ~., îuîorchiibirei. ltwaîld
~ ,x tl.st spoit cerytlîiîig

ior mie to ucaicieber
tltoîii."
"I 1 vil] give ut1) minle

to'l' saiuil [y, wiLtb
thoni I'roi staîig Itln't. thinik those littIC i stienl reqlotion.
cbliltlre,ii arc looking forwa î'< te Chr'istmnas ss Anîd se) wvl j" m1," lil lltheil.

ea ias von arc.'' "e hcec, h3urtie " Aiec weîît on, e.at.chiîug lier
J-bu'V ii *'ad hl IL nuulst b, ho lie sol puni'," little sisîci' ni in iiber ais, wo ildti'L st'nn lic

ceclaimled Maîy, lîir briglit face sadd(ed ail the wiliiig hol have 8:1ant.anos go to sec m puer

1heg l l utiiî.i ti Li %vi îlo h sot ..1i11Y Chrisillmas, i nstead
Mai,11i111, d idiii' yoii sio sonliuti ng te 11:ik et of îoii g to sî'e yoi ?t"

theili nîie <'oitlorhaiiicç et I' No! hio! Me wanît Santa Clitim tel conie and
I d :% Il thmt I 1oîît1,' allclulninini, jjj 111V 'ii :%ccin,'aiiýw'crcd( iert ie, santzi "g lier

\111d 1 thbink tlie puer wolimau is mirie e,îlhtî,i'ka'i wVijifliy.
110w. I thoglit of a plstn al, f cinei Il, 'ne. ", 011, nua11ina, Ame is toc lithlie Le)uulrtid

1, sL1g, whî'Y ilygv h hldela1:11 snid Et lîi.
îhr sfiislor dic tii'-st Lignue îîcrhiaps iii tiueir what sli:lll w t. withl l'er? Dal't you waiît

Ilcî'ril liv do0 you clejoy Chiristas so But Berthe kopet onl shîuîk-:iig lier golden Ilid.
nînch ? " 'Nie ivanit silita Clans, wsis ail Ethel couhi

Be:î:s ve geL se nuany presa s,"inser- îudiîce lier ho s;îy.
cd ]arwoîîderinig wb mina asl.'ed tbein - \VeiI, Ww l ul have to geL along without lier
Sul Il a straîîc qulestionl." siusre thont." suld Ellhel. Il Now, tuinmi, wvou'L
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