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organized as to encourage the maximum production, as by
such production alone wiIl those iniproved conditions of life
be ebtamned which it is the ajim of overy country to secure
for its peoples. Above ail, to fill up the gap between the sup-
ply of and the demand for commodities, it is the duty, of
every patriotie citizen toi practise strict economy and to cou-
tribute bis maximum effort ta the common weal.

The conference. strongly endorses the declaration of the
Supreme Council of March 8th last-that the states which
have been created or enlarged as the resuit of the war
sliould at once re-establish full and frîendiy ce-operation and
arrange for the unrestricted interchange of comniodities iu
ozder that the essential unity of European eeonomic if e
znay net be impaired by the erection of artificial economic
Jarriers. Each country should alim at the progressive re-
storation of that freedoni of commerce which prevailed be-
fore the war, including ýthe withdrawal of artificial restric-
tions on, and discriminations of price againat, external trade.

IA SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT IN CANADA

0 TTAWA, Torento-take notice! There are movements
on foot tu break up coufederation, anid ta cut off in-

dustrial and agricultural Ontario frein the great outlet at
James Bay ta the north. Why should Ganada trouble itself
over the question of Irish self -deterniinatlon, or federation
wlth 'Newfoundland aud the West Indies, wheu there is at
horme a real case of political oppression, mnisrule, and desire
for independence.

Vancouver Island would be Iooaed fromn the bonds of
confederation, ta develop as a free trade colon>', to become
a manufacturing aud financial country like Great Britain.
Oscar C. Bass, of Victoria, outlines the secesalonist mnove-
ment in the Island elsewhere in this issue, b~ut lie does not

mur

J5fltish Uolumbia, Alberta or eýiasanewan wnen the cern-
meuced. Tiie uew province. "Superlor» wouhd have amaple
revenue frein Crown lanids, minerais, fisheries, timber, bmêcee
alan duties, license fees, fines, snd the subsidy froin the
Dominion.

As a meaus of impresslig tipen the respective gavera,
ments their claims for more attention these secessienist
movements may be successful, but further than this their
supporters would. scarcely be willing to go. The burden of
nmaintainîng n provincial governinent la pressing beavil>'
upon the small provinces. In estimating expenditure upon a
district it is esy ta overlook mnu items which are included
in overhead. For northern Ontario ta becorne a province
or for Vancouver Island to become a (rown colony 'would
retard ratler than speed their growth.

tional Bank of Boston as follows: "'The country is
ecohon2lzing, pnrtly because it cannot afford ta buy at
rent prices, part>' because increasiug unemploymenii
niaterially eutting down purchasing power; but mainl>'
cause the public senses that the drastic dedlines in
rnaterials and wholesale prices must sean resuit iu n
lower retail prices. The consumer in increasing degre
restricting purchases, causing a marked slawing dewi
retail trade. The retailer, stili holding same high pr
nierchaudise, is naturally nxaiutaining prices ini an atte
to avaid losses on such goods and te secure his usiial 1
day profits. Meanwhile wholesale bouses are successf
conducting bona, fide reduction sales which ii Berne inst&
are being followed by simular sales on the part of retai
As a stimulent toi 'sales tbis policy bas been remark;
successfül and the moveèment, is gathering momentum.
liquidation in the retail m~arket, finally defiating price:
the consumer marks the hast stage wbich must preced
business revival. The situation is flot confined toi a siÈ
country-it is xvorld-wide.Y

There appears to be a wide difference of opinion a
how long the present movernent will continue. In s
quartiers it is expected that the sp ring*will find business
viving, after a dulI winter accompanied by price reduet
wbich -will place trading on a sounder basis. In suppor
this view' it is pointed out that there is stilh a shortagi
man>' kinds of gooids, of bouses, street railway and ai
public service equipinent, and of power. On the other h
it must be remnembered that a shortage which is net ac
panied by the abuhit>' ta purchases does not help busiu
People neyer have. ail they want, because their wants a1im
exceed their resouz'ces. Now that bours of labor are shco
than ever before, and general "progress" has been madi
sec uring better conditions of labor, the output of the
dividual worker bas been reduced and bis purchasing po
can scarc 'el>' be as great as it was before the war.

The view that this is but the beginning of an exten
dewnward movement seemas ta be sounder. Tbe coming -%
ter may be the nxost severe, wltnessing the firat big stridi
defiatian. We hear mueh talk of the economie cycles wl
culiinated in 1907 and 1914, and the. seven year pe:
exiding in 1921 may brllg a similar experience. In an>' i
this country sheuld weather the. crisis safely.
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