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tween fatber and soo, ‘That was the only refer-
“snce ever made to their estrangement, )
5 God bless you, my dear father !? said Henry,
when he saw that Mrs. Desmond, Sopby, and
ber mother,bad left the room. ‘I kaow not

how to thank you.’ ”

‘¢ For what, my boy? How the tellow has
‘got nbimself burnt aod tanoed/ But speak,
Harry) ]

¢ For your kiodness to Sophy—Miss Lester,
1 hope that—1I hope that’'—

¢ What, my boy ? .

¢ She is not here in any meaial CRpacity 2’

¢ She 18 here as my sister in beart, and as one
who I kope will soon be wy sster-in-law,’ said
Mrs. Desmond. returning with Sopby beautifuily

and simply dressed. _

¢ Harry, my bog,’ exclaimed his father quickly,
¢ we discovered, during your absence, that you
had selected her as your future bride, and we
thought we should please you by makiog her the
companion of your sisier, Miss Lester has done
us the honor Lo reside with us almost ever since

Jou set out on your journey.’
¢ How to thank you, replied Henry, deeply

moved, ¢ T know not.’
¢ To begum, let us sit quietly dowa to break-

fast, Master Harry.-. I kave myself see to the
domesi:c 2lfairs this mormag, and 1 expect you
to do justice to it. Breakfast is wailing, and
Markman is getting filgety.’ _

Acd so they sat down to their morning meal
with very different feelings from those of the last
few years, Heory was bewildered.  The whole
was like a wild fantastic dream, but he felt most
keenly Il hs fatber’s kind and generous condect,
He considered bLis reception, and the explanation
about: Sopby, delicate in the extreme. That day
the future of the young man was decided. The
conduct of lus parents completely upset all his
preconceived notions. He felt how wroog he
bad been to yield to a momentary fit of passion ;
and he promised to himself, and kept his promise,
that he would pever agam give way to sudden
mpulses,

Sir Edward managed the young man’s return
to the navy by the assistance of bis old friend
the captain ot the frizate. This was dene at
Heary’s own wish, and gratified bis fatber, as an
evidezzce of his son’s anxious desire to please
him. Heory then obtaed leave of abseace to
be married, and Sophy became bis wife. At the
peace, he retired from the service; and row,
old and well stricken in years, Sir Henry and
Lady Templeton have:arcund them children
and grandchildren, to whom they icculcate the
useful lesson—that in this world we must never
expect to bave everythung our own way, or think
that we are always right; and that passion and
mpulse are very evil counsellors m a life where
sometimes a minute of thought may save a whole

year of msery.
END.

DECLARATION OF THE CATHOLIC OLERGY.

The following ia the text of the Uatholic Marifesto
slluded to in our Isst:—

We, the undersigned Catholic clergymen. bilieve
1hat we bave arrived at an epoch of great trial and
some danger,nnd that it iz due to the people, the
Government, and cur own position frankly to expose
gome of the evils uoder which Ireland labors, and the
remedy which. in tbe presence of God, we believe to
be the most efficacious, if not the only oae, to give
peace, security, and progress to the courtry,

We belong to no pariy in the State witbin or with
out tbe Conatitution, We have mo allinnce with
‘Whig, Tory, or Radical. We heve labored. many of
ug, and some of ug incurred conpiderable odium in our
endeavors to preserve public order, and thus we have
given o pledgn that we n1o dovoted to the interests of
veace. Jo rflecting upon the present positicn cf the
nation, then, end cfiering oor honent eounsei; we bave
po impu'se to ercbarrass or to patrosize any paity ard
10 ob ect but tn parfurm our duty to 1eligion anad the
people, with whom wo are, and bave evor been, per-
feetly wdentified.

It would bs anerror £od B crize to ssy that the
disaffection of thig country is not deep-seatad end ex.
tensive. Deplorabie 88 cuch a fict may be, no oge
who knows the country can truthfully deny it Gere:
rally & blank hopeleaances pervedes ihe mind of the

. population, & dark broodiog all tho worse becauso
every doy growing in intelligence. This hopleasness
opera‘eg in two or threo directions, and in every one
of them is cqunlly dapgerous. Taking tho form of
emlgration, it becowes a longicg and resolve 1o ‘ come
back; ! takiog the torm of conspiracy, 1t i3 ever on the
watch for its opportusity ; &nd, taking the form of
Fenianism, it becomes reckless very often and regard.
less of congcqueuces, making danger at bome and in-
viting evil from ebroai.

We need not say that we know the people of Ire-
Iand well, They are emphaticaily ‘oar own' people.
We have their confidence, and know their great vir-
tues, as well ag what failings fall to their share; and
wo golemnly declare that one of the most imminent
danger= of tbe movement of this generation is the
magoanimous pirit of self sacrifice which bas anix
mated the most of those who think of rizking their
Jives or spending them in even a hopeless conteat.
That they °®cannot be worse,' that *thera i8 co hope
for the country,’ and that * 'tis a8 good to dio’ are the
gentiments and athics which poverty and degradntion
have taugbt, aad which are frequeatly repested by
American suctess and daring.

In one word, as an eminent prelate, a man even
gingularly distinguished for bis devotion to Englith
insiitutione, hag recently said :—* If the Grand Turk
came to ‘tkis country and proffered a fulr chance of
expelling Englich po®er, every mal, Woman, and
child would follow bim to the field ”

Weo depracate the continuanceof this atate of things
—eqnally injarious to the spiritual interest of our
flocks and the sscial and commercial interests of Ire-
Jand. We come bafore the country and the Govera-
ment believing that the ~difficalty ’ is not yet insola~
ble thoagh wo think it may be rapidly approacking
that gtate of hopelessnesd. Weappeal to the commen

. genge and highest interest of these three kiagdoms
patfently to hear and judge; and should we fuil in
averting o dire catastrophe we shall have the cocso-
lation'of remembering that we havo done our duty.

Withont any affactation of confidence, we do
think that the Knglish psople~—the great body of
that nation—~would be inclined n3t oniy to justice but
‘generosity, were they sufficiently well informed. To

" ‘thess we most especially appeal; and we shall feet
-parprised if, haviog duly congidered the coadition

" and claimp of this csuntry, they will for ever leave
leava their own ot the command of foreign nations
gooner than reverse the pslicy of rain.

What, t.en, ate the roots of the wids-spread and
growing evil—an evil in whoso deepening shadow
socioty 13 every day growing more uneasy, acd the
foreign relations of Englaad every day growing less

- honarable ?’ B '

‘Firatly, we angwer, and we declare the root source,
1ife, und strength of all misery to be in the Ignorancs,
© - poverty, and degradation of Ireland; and in the re-

‘vergal of all three —~avery one—~in the eatablishment.

or in commeaciog to establisk them, is to be found
the only eecurity for peace, and the cnly gecority
pgainst continual danger and final catastrophe.

Let ng look back a little. From the year 1698 to
tbe year 1782 learning was under the ban of law in
Ireland ; no one could tearn the alphabet without vio-
lating the statute. That is, for three generstiocs all
tbat time no one could acquire the elements of Wealth,

dignity, or dlvilization in Irelasd The positive ef-
fects i bratalizing the popnlation may be eas 1/ est™-
rated; the pegalive cifects which left them belind
+very other peeple are egually clear. [o the faco of
-uch facts—tho facts of having driven s Whole people
b-ck upon the road of progress, end of bavicg mgdo
it imposaible for them to come up to the progressing
intelligence of peoples who have centuries the gtart
of them~—what will joatice do to rvapair the wrong?
We think it safciently evident that justice will by
every meauns, CCmmenco 10 restore equality—cquality
in intelligence.

And when we eperk of ©equslity of intelligence’
we &re Dot tu be uuderstcod to meno solely cquality
of facilities for obtaining primary aud collepinte in-
structinn—primary and coliegiate jpsiracticn for
1hose who carry the brand of the laws by which Go
vernmeazt for & hundred vears degrafed them. We
meen much more, We mean the intelligencs Jo
gcientific agriculture—iotelligence in ekilled work-
war.sh p—intelligence io domestic econowy —1intelii
gonce in the employment of capital~intelligencn in
thoze things which are auxilliaries to public wealth
and the accompspiments of civilization. All thege
were taken away from the Irish ruce,acd as a race
they are atill deprived of them, and by tbeir lnss are
to n considerable extent the people which the world
belolds, nearly the first in capacity and the last in
wretchedness that biots the globe. All these must be
restored, because all tkede are nesessary to raise up
Ireland to the equslity from which the Jawe have
thrown ber down, to restore to hr the compstencs of
which the Iaws deprived ber, and if they te not giver
back the misery which recruits the ranks of dizaffec-
1ion muat continue to the end.

If it be gaid that the Irish race are already on an
equulity with those who for 100 years were made
tkeir masters, there i8 most evideatly an error and a
grave one, To aasert that two men are placed on
au equslity for rifla competition, one of whom you
have taught and tho other of whom you hava never
permitted to bandle & gup, would be unwise, snd
tend to diccredit tho epeaker’s €enge ot jualice; yet
the aszertion would not bo more violent than to say
that tho Irish race are on an equality in the race for
national wea!th with the English sottiers Lere, or the
Englieh and Scotch beyond the Chanael

Every one who has travelled in America and Aus
tralia will recognizs the truth of Irish ignorance at
home and Irish capacity abroad. Comparing popula
lion wits population and position with position on
landing, we know that tke ascent in the gradations
of labor, from small 10 large commerce, 8nd from the
lowest to the higkest ranks of intellectual and profes-
sional eminence, 1linatrates tbat once the Irish race
kpow tlrir way, and are allowed to travcl, they are
not bebind any they meet on tbe road. In Ireland
there are many miserable who woulid be miserable
aoywhere, dut thare ere great nombers who are
mizerable unly becanse, tbrough one cause or another,
the ourse of the Penal Laws hangs heavily aroand
them.

Secondly, the poverty of the Irish race has been
directly produced by the government of the country.
We do not speak of the ernfiseation of th2 lands
which took tbe mearns of living out of the hands of
tho patives, and jeft them pecniless in 80 many cages;
por of the possession of nine-tenths of Ireland by ar-
sentces who spend it8 produce beyond the eeas,
aithough we believe that draio upon thia conntry
rigea nearly to five millions anoually ; nor of the ab-
straction of all the saviogs of onr farmers to swell the
meacs of Eoglish eni Scotch enterjrise (occasianed
by the ignorance be'ore mentioned); nor of the gin
gular ariangement by which Ireland pays an interest
on 600 millions of debt which she never contracted ;
we do not spenk of all or any of tiese inflictions
which so soverely deal with otr capia]l now—we
speuk of the Inwa which were framed scd put iate
operation wi:h the direc” si-n and object of pauperiz-
ing, casting fortb, and reiucing 10 a ¢ state of nuture’
the whole pstive population of this country.

We pray it be remembered that, trighitul 28 i3 the
picture of the Penal Laws, of which Burk« eays that
it woe a ¢ system ng well firted for the oprression, im-
poverishment, end degr:dation of a people, asd the
debagement in them of buman pnture N1gelf, a3 ever
proceeded (rom the perverze ingonuity of man'—jyet
wag this tércitle system only tke ecquel of anotber
eystem, bloody es it was unjnst, and protracted as it
wns powerful. For 400 years and more the ¢Irish
roemy ’ might bo ghot down as & raveni g wolf; and
sven had be bound himself in ellegisoce to England,
his marder wes punizhable enly by o emall fise of
one rarZ. The regnlt of 430 years of suchr erstem
left the mnativae pepuiation, we may well infer, not
abundantly supplied with the weaith which Lelps sod
rewnrds progrees, eren though the maid popalation
msay bave knd fourscare years to breethe. Yt it was
in such circumstances that the elehoration of the or-
panized procets of extermination, called the Penal
Lawe, begsan

Lot it not be-supposed that wa dwell upon these
topics with plessure or hate; fur from us be the
thought of triumph or viadictivencse. We recar to
them for rensons the importence of which stateemeén
otght to understand and estimate. From those
springs of bitterness the waters which have destroyed
the social happiness of Ireland, and swept away her
natiooal wealth, bave flowed forth, and it is in ntterly
gtopping them up and eealing tkem for ever that we
are to look for. tbe peaceful regeneration of the land
which i dear to us all.

For three generations, then, every means of acqui.
sition was by the laws of the land eratched from the
native race.

1. Confusion was pought to be iutroduced into
every family by law.

2. All the profesaions were closed to people of
old faith by law.

3 The awpership of land and the holding by lease
forbilden by law,

4. All political power, position, and sdvantage,
even to the office of common bellman, were forbidden
them by law.

5. All the bandicrafis even to the humble pursuit

of the artificer, were impossible ta them by law,
And thus for the loag period to which w: have
more than once directed attention, the infellactual,
social, and material condition of tie eountry had
bten so slow, degrading, aud debassd —ignorance and
incapacity had so paralyzed tho minde of the whole
people of Ireland —that we may well feel astoaished
at the bound which in 80 years has brought them
from the rudeness of & barbarism icfi‘cted by law to
the condition in whict wo fiad them, sad a coadition
aa that is, lookiog at the condition of Great Britain,
with which she legaliy forms oue kiogdom.

And now we beg the most earnest attention to what
follows

The Irish people did, indeed, in tha year 1772 com-
mence to regain their position, not the position they
shonld have had, but the possibility of beginning to
sim atit. In rags and ignorance, it may be said,
they bsgan the up hill road to wealth and intelli.
gence in 1772; but before their faculties had been
nntound, before their eyes were allowed to 62e or
their hands to work, the employmert of them bacame
useless. The faots are very instructive, and shed
light upon the duty of legislation,

Uanfortunately for Ireland, a party thet could not
live without ascendancy, sold the libarty and wealth
of their country for the pleasure of oppressing their
ueighbord sod hence the rasumption of industrial
right was not much advaniaga to the long oppressed
population,

the

" of inteliigence, nationaliwealth, and national diguity, !

The governing country hid grown passiorately
jealouz of the aclivily and 8:ccez3 of ihe sma’l mi-

nority whom she permitted to sggrandize themeelves.
The export of catile was not ellowed lest ft should
lesten the value of Bnglish land  Then the export of
wool was forbioden, noless under great restrictions
and only to a few places. The export of cloth waa
then probibited, ard almest every kind of import, too,
unles; the csrgo was fisst discharged 10 Eogland. A
King promising trom his throoe to *digcoursge the
woollen mancfacture iz [reland,’ and essay sfitr
e3say showing how to utihiza Ireland for Eoglish
wealth, with~ut seeming to deem it worth a th.ught
whether Ireland decoyed to rainor not, are the ain.
gulor pbenomens of Eeglish ru'e and Irish subjze-
tion, from the reign cf JamesI, till the year 1732.
Thuos it came to psss that those we call the native
proulation found no country before them in 1772,
when they were allowed come of the privileges of
Irishmen. A Pariiament that to retnin the enjoy
wment of fte prejndices, took evary loyal measage as
law, 2old their best interests for the pride of ascend-
apcy, and brought freland 1o the verge of bank.
Tuptey.

*The year of Fre: Trade’ cams with England's
¢ pecessity ’ alus ! apparentls Ireland's *opportunity.
Ia tke history of mapkind such patiozal progress is
not recorded as that which brightess the aanals of
Ireland from 1782 to Lhe year of the Unics. Wih
the consciousness of power there came an exhibition
of independence whizh waa fatal—~Ireland lost her
Parlisment, It can be no harm to say that England
thought the advantaze o ¢xtinguishiag our Lagisla
lure & great one, for she p#id £1 420,000 to the par-
ties 1n the country who gave her the key to Irisk
resources and the control of Irish liberty.

Thus, from ‘be very beginning of English rale, the
Irish population may be said to have been impove:-
ished by law.

From the English invasion to the Reformaticn the
¢Irish ecemy’ was impoverisbed by iaw.

From the Reformation to the reign of James I. tte
Irish Cartholics were impoverished by law.

From the reign of James L. until the year 1782 the
Irish Catholica were not osly impoverished, bat the
very possibility of acquiring either knowledge or
woalth was taken from them by law

Agnd whea the Irish Carholics were allowed to
raize their heads and look around toey fouund every
species of mapafactures ruised and every species of
commerce by which they might ever grow into a
knowledge of the very process of acquisition—they
found them all degtroyed by law.

Tkus, under the reign of an igoorance bardly
shnken by a few years' freedom ; without the oppor-
tupily of geeing or knowizg apything but the rovgh
work of the field, the coarser gpecies of artizanstip,
or the humbler elnsses of trade purauits —thus at the
Unioa the Catholics of [reland were thrown upon
agriculture exclusively for ubsistence. No freedom
ovailed them a:y longer. They bad little capital —
very Jittle, of course; they had lost all the markets;
they had lost all the skilled workmanship ; they had
loat all the koowledge; they Lai lost almost the taste
for snything berond the wreiched field which tbey
dug. or the beasts which they reared. Burke's phi-
lagopby was illostreted in them, and if, perchance, a
apnswcdic effort from time to time produced any
species of industry now monopoliz2d by Euglish ma-
nufacturers, the poverty of the Irishman scon suce
combed under the weight of the Englishman's power,
who sold &t .Ie3as than the coat ull he had made the
[risbman bankrupt,

There is no use in paying to such a man that he ia
free to run the race of manly competition with the
Eoglishman, unless, indeed, such freedom be uader-
stood in the sense that an invalid rising from the bed
of infirmity i3 ‘free’' to enter the lists with the atb-
lete He 18 free, but the use of bis freedom would be
bis destruction. Ireland 13 free to fight her competi-
tors with the antecedent condition of being killed
ioevitably in the battle; on the land, thep, and on
the 1apd nlone, the Irishman was driven for subsists
ence. Without much capi‘al without much koow-~
ledge, without any security for wbat he might invest
in the land, withont sympathy, ss a rule, from those
to whom far over the sea be sent the produce of b
sweat and npxiety, the normsal condition of Ireland,
the condition resultant from law, was a coudition ot
necesaary poverty and debasement.

80 we were in 184G, when the famine turned the
island into a graveyard ; normal poverty —produced
by law—was r.o matek for the blight which witbered
our fielda and gave m whole kisgdom po cheice but
flicht, mendicancy, or death.

England could purcbase in env or every market in
such a contiogency. So could Franze. So could
a'most any country ; becaude every country but our
own hus sometting to live npon besides the price of
the preduce of the eoil. We had nothing, because
Isw had utterly swept everything that in our trinl
coa d sustrin u3; apd thus it happened thit ve
lost two mtllions of our people by death and ¢mipra-
tien, and gnined many lesaons that now-a-days pro-
duce thei- fruita in thoughts sed aspiratioss which
bode scme troubla 1o the empire. X

For a loog period the real cauzes of Irish wret h-
edness were not keown nrnd when they were known
the treditional fdebasemcnt’ of eoul wrought by
slavery was inaccessible to the epirit of self-vindica-
tion.

All this has been charged. The national schools
should have been a forbidden trec if Government
intended for ever to mak= the reaources of the natinn
in-ceegsible to the people, for it is difficalt to esso-
ciste denationalization end poverty with & koowledge
of right and of history. Education bag been tha *tree
of knowledge of goed and evil’ and the Irish have
largely nartaken of the kind which they bave been
able lo obtain,

The normal causes of poverty are this year as ac-
tive 8§ in years past. Nothiog is done to dsvelope
tbe resources which we have, or to introduce new
ones to aid our iosvfliciency. On the contrary, the
people are fiying away, and the land rapidly going
out of cultivation. The *Stock’--the beef, mutton,
and bacon whizh feed the English mannfacturiog
districts, are more largely produced; but the reople
are driven away ‘going with a vergernce. We do
not agsert that this stato of thinpgs is the result of a
desigred policy at 1kis moment ; but we can well
geq that many aro led to that couclusion; and the
effect of all-——whether we admit the conviction of n
hostile policy, or the conviction of the administra-
tive incapacity in the rulers of Great Britain, or¢f &
combination of them all—ag the impnlses of the nn-
tional mind of Ireland, wo feel confident that disal-
fection has never been Bo widesprend and 20 deter-
mined as it i3 this year 1867.

We need not say that this diaaffection is home and
foreign ; abroad itis downright war, and st home is
partly eympatby and partly conspiracy—but nearly
universal.

There is no doubt that the forcign element must
nlways depend upon the life derived from home~
hostility to Government. Take away tbe appui that
Irish American Fenianism finda is Irish disaffestion
bere 1n Ireland, and you at once and for ever remove
the plea and the dangsr of ioreirn interforance.

Without a removal of the combustible matier in
this country, a epark at a3y moment may spread a
a devouring conflagration.

And what i3 more, if the co-operating caugeg ke
not removed from Ireland there mever more can be
peaca or Becurity in theee kingdoms.

Lot it be remembered that the idea of coming ard
seizing Ireland is now the idea of wmilliors. Remem-
ber that the young hear and rececive it as they grow
up, and that their pride, intereet mnd chivalry are
all stirred actively by the though:. Remember tkat
tho facilities of learning tbe use of arms, aad of ga-
thering material means, make the ides to them very
much wors than mersly possible. We bebold in
the movement the elements of perpetuibr, which,
however inefficacinug for acsomplishing thsir object,
will bo always effieacious for producing disgquiet, A
never-ezaing perturbation, ~r a pattlemeat of the
Iriah qnestion, is the very least that i) inevitsble.

More than this, tove . er, 8 'a ¢ cf thirg1 et home !

which statesmanchip shouid net tolerate for & mo-
ment. This courtry alwaye lookiog for a change,
thinking any change whatever a chance to bo preyed
for and geized upon: any enemy of Rogland becomes
by the facl of such enmity & friend to Izeland; Ire-
land ever ready to condemn or misnnderstapd or
oppose the viewa of the Imperial Gorerament, on the
principle of apn actagornism whose micsion is active
registaoce to & changeless foe—nll i3 injurious to
Imperinl influence everywhere, aod, hawever long it
may have to wait, wiil fiad its hour of retaliation at
last. W think ourselves no esemics of the com-
monwealth by seeking 10 preserve it from such trials
o8 are sbadowed forth in the state of affairs just de-
geribed. :

All Europe knowa those dificulties to which we
nllude, 8rd America js every day acting upon ther.
How cin any Government vindicate 18 hoaor or
guard its interrsts in Buch a statoof thinga? The
experience of the last two years proves that, were
England at war withany Euronean Power tosmorrow
that Power would be abls to fling a brigadeof fifty or
sixty thousand drilled and armed Irishmen into the
field ; perhaps into this country; and then what
could restrain the Irisk pupulation, enrsged, pover'y-
stricken, ani hopeless, ag they are.

Apsin, we declare that the only hope of peace
orier, progrees. and at Iust real union, i3 in trano«
griliziog Ireland.

And we solemnly declure that the only means of
effectunlly tranguillizing Ireland is by a restoration
of her Natiorality,

General legizlution by the Parlisment of Great
Britain wiil never be equal to the task of teaching,
cherishing, developing. and raising Ireland.

Political economy wilt cever do for » conntry like
Irelsnd 8oy more than the ordiosry food of bealth
wounld do for tha weak and sickly. The most ex-
ceptional legisletion must be employed, the minntes:
koow!edge must be obtained, the most persevering
local ioquiry must be instituted, and a fall, heart-
whole, we would say esclusive attention, province
by province, must be directed to discover and remedy
Ireland’s wanis : and these things an Eoglish Parlia-
meont cAnnot perform,

4 English Parliament has slresdr to> much ta
cecupy it: nn Foglish Parlisment will alwaya pro-
ceed by fixed principles applicable only to erganized
communities, and they will not do for Ireland ; an
Ecglish Parliamest will have to command a com-
bination of psrties who know little of Ireland, and
cannot underatand the secessity of entirely excep-
tional legislation --a thing abaolutely essential to
Irelspd.  And, sbove sall, such a Parhament will
never gAtisfy the yearnings of a whole peaple, whase
intellec's and whose bearts combine in the ¢-y for
Nationality.

A lsné tenure will accomplish semsthing ; re-
moval of the Protestunt ascendancy, by placing the
Protestant Chureh in the same position bafore the
State a8 the Catholic Chureh, will accom plish much ;
equsli}y in educationand the removal of the avomaly
of giving & treedom of education on the condition of
people giving up freedom, will do it share and we
will bail uny and all of them wih thankfulness:
but we feel bound to eay that when all of them bave
been granted, safety from foreign danger perfect
development of home resources, and we repeat above
all, yhe heart of this country will require Natiozality

ive Ireland her own Legislature, and the govern-
ment of her own resources -- Nationality, and ber
federal amity will be a tower of strength to the em -
pire. The country and people will have nothing to
complaio of any more—they will be themselves re-
apongible for their own condition; cooepiracies at
home will have nothing to plot about, and conspi-
racies abroad can promise pothing which Ircland
would not be ready to reject and resist. Eogland
will then be united to us by our best intereats, and
will be the protector of our most valued privileges,
ang the miserable conflicts of centuries ghall have an
end.

We conclade, then,

Firstly, that Ireland is poor ard helpless, not by
any fault of the Iri3h race, but by the force and fault
of English legislation.

Secondly ~= That the said English legislation ex-
erciaed its power pot only in pauperizing Ireland for
n genson, tut in desiroying pearly ail the gources of
Irish cational wealth, and thns msking poverty a
p-rmauent conlition of the country.

Thirdly— That the duoger to public order both at
bome and abroad, has beer produced by gad poverty
end dezradation, ’

Fourthly —That the very pature of the remedies
required to make Ireland rich and contented renders
it impossible for a British Parliamest to adopt and
apply them; and besides that, bome aspirations and
the plen for Irish inlercention from abroad ean never
be met unless by restoring Irelaad ber natinsoality—
re-eg ablisking the Sovereigu end the Lords ead
Commons ol ireland.

Lefore the fice of [zeland and the whole world we
mske this declaration— iu the izterests of Heaven and
earth, the prezent and future  With the thoughtfal
men wbo 3way the destivies of these kingdoms we
leave the issue; kot our own beaor sped conseience
requiced that we ehould te!l the 1ruth avd nothing
but the trath in the face of even'ualities of which a
Christian clergv should not desire to tnke the re-
sponkibili'y.  We have dis¢harged our duty, and on
the statesmanshin of England now resta tke deeply
linportant issue

Given this 23rd day of December, 1856,

R. B. O'Brien, D.D., John Heyes, D.D., C.C,,
V. G., Dean of Limerick, Newcastle.
James Synac, P.P, V.G., Jobn O'Sulliven, C. C.,

Shanagolden. Newcastle.
Daniel O'Counor, D.D., John Irwan, C.C., Cool-
P.P., Ardagh, cappa.

James Hickey, P.P.; Ask:
euton.

L. Gleeson, C. C., Glynn.
John Moran, C.C., Castle-

John Clifforé, P.2., Mone- mahoo.
g57- Michael Mahone, C. C.,
Jotin Walsh, P.P., Temple Limerick.

of Glantine.

T. Rsan, 0.C,, Ardsch.
E. Costeile, P.P,, Stone-

T. Benson, C.0., Patrick’s

hall Well. .
Martic Ryean, Administra- E. Conuery, C.C., Shana-
tor, Athay. golden.
Luke Hanraban, P. P., M. Fitzgerald,0,C, Ask.
Caallemalon, eaton,

N.L —The members of the Committes will re.
¢eive names, or Jiste of neames, unti! the 1st day of
February, 1868.

IRISH INTELLIGENCE,

Rergat.—We believe thatit wonld do more good
to England thun to Treland, and that if the objec~
tions ufl.he Irizh werc not entitled to consideration,
the English Parliament would do well to carry the
meagure in tae very next Seesion.

_If, indeed, the strife and batred which at pregent
dlv‘ma in II_rei{md the Catholica from the Protestants,
nud keep ibe iower ¢lassca alienated from the higher
cluages, were 1o cantinue, we do not see that Repeal
would be of much use to Ireland. But we belicve
that the strife and diviaions tetween different classes
aud professors of diffsrent creeda in Ireland aro kept
alive by the Legislative Union with Eogland, nnd
that a body of Irish gentlemen treating of the affalre
of Ireland would find themselves able to come to
some defiuite arrangemeant, and to establish, at any
Tate, some modus virendi with one mnother much
sooner if they were brought together by themsnlives
m.(Jollege-green than meeting, n& they do. in West-
minsler, among a crowd of English and Scoteh re~
presentatives. Irish affuire form only & portioa of
the biginess transacted ns Weatminster, aad only s
Portion the solicitnde of the Parliamentary readers of
the Ins nod Outs; they are discussed more or lesa
parenibetically ; they are coosatantly brought on at
of-hours ; thgy are relorated to a sort of gecond or
third-rate position. Al tlese circumstanaes halp to
m ke an Irfsh mumber’s eence of reapenaibility indefi-

nitely weaker when be ig legislr.ting for Irelang ing
mixed essembly io Londop, thao it would be if he
were legislating for Ireland in an Irish Hoggg of
Commous in Dablio.

But we bad better leave to Insh advocates of Re

peal the task of proving that Repeal would beneﬁ;
Ireland. Our most valuable contribution tg th

cause wonld be proofs laid before the English Gova
ernment and public that Repeal would do nonarg tc:
Eogland, and would be really an advantaga tq the
Cupire. We believa eincerely that it ought to b,
eagier to prove that Repeal would benefit the Empir
than to prove that it would benefit Ireland. The
chief difficalty ia to know with what argumeng to
bagin when oue bes nothing 10 meel but vagua jy,
pressious, foregona conclusions, and an obstinate re.
luctance to believe that the poiat i3 even arguapy,

We reslly do not know whatevils are apnrehcnded
for England as likely to follow Repeal, But we fael
sure that if they wers steted it could bé shown eijipg,
that they would not arise, or that they would be pre.
ferable to the froits which the Union bas borng gyg
is bearing to Englsnd.

The Repeal ot 1he Ucion between Belgium and
Holland is not a favourable illustration, becays,
separate Soverignties an well asscpe-ate Legislatyrg
sccempanied the change. But the Repaal of the
Union between Avsiriz and Hoogary is & cass
point. If Queen Vietoria were to rule Gieat Britgjy
end Ireland wich tue aid of 8 Minwtry asd Parljg.
ment (qr Great Eritain, and & Ministry and Parlj,,
ment for Ireland, what more neod Eagland ask thyy,
that Ireland's ahare of the Imperial debt and Irelapgy
coatribution to the Imperia! budge, Ireland’s ghar,
of 1ho Imperial revenue, and Ireland's contributjoq
to the military and naval force of the Imperial Crowp
should be fuirly settled ag the bseis of tbe cxperi.
ment? Some advantagas would at any rate be Teaps
¢d by Eogland and that immediately, Shke wopjy
regain her control over her own local 2ffiirg, and
sh> would bu relieved from the respouetbiity of
managing the local affairs of [relund.  Now if there
be & coneensus zmong atstermen of all parties upog
any ope point it 1s that Eogland's share ig ¢y
wanagement ot the local affairs of Treland i3 pg
most difficalt, the most ungprofitable, the mast thank.
legs, aud the moat Lopeiess of her many tasky. — Loy,
don Tablet.

Trism REMEPIRS FoR TmsH GRIEVANCES.— To ff,

Editor of the London Tunes.—Sir,—As an Irishmap

[ aek leave for & space in vour valuavle journal, iy

the first place to treat of Fenianiem, and in doing g
to express my earnest hope that thia wretched ¢ jgp»
will not upjustly prejndice the minds of the Knpijgy
people agninat the Irish; and ia the second piace, to
give my idea of & few changes in the existing laws
of thig country that would go a great way towardg
remedying hor grievances.

Being » landed proprietor, ngent. over extergiys
estates and & magistrate, [ feel T am quslified ¢g
form a fair opinion upon the present slate of thig
¢ruotry,

1€ a foew years sioce, by some means, the six il
lion popuiation of Ireland could bave been brought
together and their logslity put to some test, I ventyze
to assert few countries could have produced a greater
preponderance of its ichabitants more faitkfal to itg
laws and iostitution than Ireland; but continued
indifference by the Epglish Goverament to the jast
demands of the Irish tor legislative relief bas of Iate
years caused m-ny staunch supporters of law apnd
order to grow lukewarm and a wretcbed faw ‘o start
op in rebellion, Yet Fenianism is American fur
mora thao Irish. - As Irish, it io a’mply the frepzied
notions ¢f Yaokee.irish Republican adventurers,
instilled into the simple minds of a few who bave
o thing to lose, and who, therefore, become ready
victima to tonbastic promises of rich reward,

1t paina one deeply who foves his conntry to resd
daily in the English press the wholessle abuse cf
poor Paddylani, becavse & number of the lowest
gcum of the earth make use of Treland’s need of
prosperity to create s wretched ery of sedition
throughout the land, and perform deeds which sink
into a lower scale of crime than even murder.
Sutely, Sir, no rational Englishman can think for
one moment, if ke has any knowledge of 1hiz ecuntry,
that either thia geditinn, or these lately parpotrated
barbarond nutreges, are in ANY WAy acquiescad in by
the vass majority «f tke inhabitants of reland ¢ from
tle cowmencewent nct one person who had the
gmallest stako in Lis country's welfure bas been mixed'
un with this low miapuided conspiracy.

Now, Sir, ar to changes in the existing laws of
Ireland. No dcoubt. the land question ecomes fi-st op
which sudject I will {r uble youa but litcle, as [
acknowiedge [ om nol satizficd as o 1he hest method
of dealing with teasnts’ improvernents ; but I would
8t 0°gly urge that the terant farmers ¢f thiz ecuntyr
shonld have o legal right of obtainine leascs of their
holdings. In:o country in tive world is tho oecu.
pier so completely the slave of the Jord uf the goil as
in I.eland upon estates whera the non-leasieg
syatem ig pursued. The landlords are Pro‘es'ants
Gonsiervauces; the tecants Catholics and Liberals.
By ke=ping & political axe over the glender thread by
which their nufortunate tensnta hold their farms
[rish lapdlords have made poor Paddy the crouchiug;
timid, wretched cult'vator of the soil thst he is.

The next change I supgest is one casily made, and
one thet wonld give immenso reliefl to (e poorer,
ciszees of this country —~viz. to strike the poor rate
upco the same warrants a3 the Income-tsx. Why
should not the funded proprictors, the wealthy die-
tillers, brewers, and merchants sbare with the strag-
gliog tarmer the support of ths poor 2 Why should
the wenlthiest class in the Jaad escape their sbare of
the burden ? ‘

There ig likewise & inatter as regards the ada
ministration of the Poor-law that might be made
ibe eubject of inquiry—that where the population of
Ireland bas been la‘ely declimog ke workhouse
‘establizhment charges  have beon yearly increazing
apd uow swamp a large portion of the rates.

My pext suggestion ig as regards the Grand Juty
laws. These, in truth, nre eo mors'ronsly uojust
that the only wonder is how such unfajr legislation
could eo long have been permitied. By the present
eysiem the ectire expenditure on every work in the
county ~wkether roads, bridges, ganis, &e.—is ex
clugively borne by the occupier ; yet be has no voice
in the matter, if you ezcept his humble effort at the
Sessions, where tho magistrates are sure to earry sll
before them ; if not, the cesspayer is sure to meet bis
defent before the grand jury, where he has oo voico
atall. The simple remedy for this is,—moke the
landlord besr bis proportion of the county-rate in
the same maoner a8 the poor-rate.

The Church Estnblishment is certninly so glariog
A grievance to tha four-fifibs of the people of Ireland
that tha gooner for all parties interested in ber.
welfore it is swept away the better, and the eooer
will intolerant bigotry on all sides be quelled. J,
myself 4 Roman Oatholic, pay 2 large sum apnually
to Protestant clergymen, tor which not a sonl oz my
estates geta tha emaliest henefit, nor dn [ beliaye that,
1he recipient i3 aware even of the Jocality of the lands
from wtich he derives his income! [ do not seek
to bencfit myself in pocket by the abolition of the
Cburch Establisbment, My estates were purehased
years since with these charges on them. What !
want is value in Bome way or other, and npot the
enricbment of n aumber of men who, though ever 80
estimable in themaelves, ove must admit are in &
filee poaition na regards religious emolument in this
Qatholic country,

T w1ll now conelude, wishing T could faduce the.
Guverment to spend more of the revenuea of this
country upon her shores and thus give employ ment’
to ber prople. If I may ndd one more desire, it i8
that Royalty shounld make a plunge that would take
the couctry by storm, and shaking off its timidty.
purchaso & noble residence in this green old islsnd.

The carrylog out of the.ahove suggestions would
rapidly chaoge the elate of feeling in this, eonntr),

and nrorverity would soon follow., — I am, Sir, your.
obrdiec tcervart, A Hign SHERIFF.



