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.« Tt-appéars-that the fixing of ithe new’ Hounda-
... Ties between France. aud; Piedmont. js, nearly.
. completed, owingito thejactivity. of the engineers

employed in the operation:::' The - fort-on--Mont
.+ Cenis alone gave:rise to.'some " difficulty. ' The

)

- Emperor is said to have defanded that the fort.

''should; be comprised-in the Freneh pessessians,

", ‘on the ground that it was: the . French Govern-
~ment which bad originally constructed it at its
own expense. M. Cavour' bad the audacity to
claim it as being ‘necessary 'to’ the defence of

_ Piedmont. ' Can it be against Piedmont’s libera-
tor 2 To put an end to the ‘dispute it was de-
termined to demolish the fort.’ o

Pampblets are again appearing frequently, and
their fire is directed a good "deal against Eag-
land. Dentu published three or four the other
day. Among the most recent is one ¢ L'Ang-
leterre, la France, e la Guerre,” by a member
of the Legislative Corps, a_zealous Baonapartist

* since 1848, Prefect of the Lot in 1849, of the
_Pas de Calais tn 1852, and of the Somme’ in
1855, and officer of the Legion of Honor, named
du Hamel—the Comte du Hamel. On this pro-
duction I prefer, for the present, transcribing the
‘opnions of one of the. Paris correspopdents of
the Zndependence Belge, extracted from yes-
terday’s impression of that journal. They are
as follows :—

“ Count du Hamel is much affected, and justly,
at the violent and often unjust attacks of which
France and its Government have been the object
in the British Parliament on the subject of Nice
and Savoy. Has not England, wiich seeks in
the eye of lirance the straw of this modern an-
nexation, in her own the beam of India, of the
Cape of Good Hope, of Gibraltar, &c.? But
the writer Las not sufficiently taken into account
the habits of a Parliameatary nation.

# How is it to be expected that English speak-
ers will pot sometimes show themselves ill-na-
tured towards our nation, when they spare nei-
ther their own colleagues, tkeir own Govern-
ment, nor even their own army. I read to-day
in our Moniteur de I’ Armee that the Times cor-
respondent in India energetically points out the
cruelty of which the officers of his pation were
guilty in the campaign of Oude—cruelty of
which it must fortunately be said our army offers
few examples. The representative of the Brit-
ish journal thought it his duty to stigmatize these
excesses without having to dread anything but
the discussive examination of his assertions,
without having to apprehend that any ensign
would send him a message, or that in default of
an administratise act an action for defamation
would be brought against him.

% This great impunity of all discussion, which
forms the basis of the wstitutions and of the
manners of our neighbors, ought to have been
taken into consideration by the Count du Hamel,
to make him excuse the liberties taken at the

“tribune and by the press. England enumerates
in her history acts of injustice and of jealousy,
sometimes even of national crimes, but she knows
to live with and by liberty—liberty of which the
exercise may be measured according to the tem-
perament aud necessities of peoples, p_artlcularly
when they have more or less merited it, but of
which the principle is the source of all progress
and of all political vitality.”

« With whom are we going to war vext?’—
That, says the Paris correspondent of the Herald,
is the general question in military circles, and it
is not, as you may well imagine, confined to the
soldiery. 'The circular of the Minister of War,
which I drew prominent attention to a couple of
days ago, is held by the mddle classes in Daris
to indicate decidedly warlike intentions on the
part of the Government, and the distrust and ap-
prebiension have proportionately increased. Tn
such a state of the public mind you will easily
understand that the warlike appearance of affairs
in Germany ; the alliance between France and
Denmark—the belief in the existence of winch
has, if anything, been strengthened by semi-of-
ficial contradictions; the unanimous intention
displayed by the Prussian Chamber to support
the Government m s determinatioa to resist the
encroaching lendency of France ; all this hasre-
vived the rumors of war which were current at
the commencement of the year, just before the
Enperor put forth his ““ peace programme” in
his letter to M. Fould. No sooner is one ¥ ru-
mor of war” disposed of than another springs up to
confirm the impression that the Emperor has not
the remotest intention of keeping quiet, and that
if he keeps up an army of 600,000 men, and
adds ship upon ship to the navy, he intends using
them. For the first time since its establishment,
the camp at Chalons is not to be merely a train-
ing school for infantry and cavalry manceusres,
but a complete corps d’armee is to be collecled
there. There are to be three divisions of in-
fantry ou a war footing, which, according to the
excellent orgamzation of the French army,
means that each division is accompanied by two
batteries of artiflery (12 guns) and a company
of sappers and miners. Each divisicn, more-
over, consists of two regiments of infantry and
one battalion of foot chasseurs—say in round
numbers (including the artillery and sappers)
about 12,000 men. There is to be, moreover, a
division of cavalry, consisting of two regiments
of hussars, two regiments ot chasseurs, and one

" battery -of horse artillery — say .about 2,000
men. In addition, there is to be ‘a. reserve of
artillery and military train. The whole of this
would give a tidy little force of 40,000 inen, a
corps d’armee which, n the hands of Marshal
MéMahon, would prove extremely - efficrent.—
This will constitute the force at Chalons, but in
reahty the centre of an army 'of observation m
the course of formatiosi along the Riune fron-
tier, the right wing being echeloned from Besan-

~con to-Strasbourg, and the left wing from Metz

“to Liuneville.” At the latter place there is to be
a great agglomeration of cavalry.  All the is
kept very quiet, but the information reaches me

from a source which the events of last year have
shown me to be rehable. = The comander-in-
chief, I need hardly say, will-be sa Majeste him-
self. "The whole force under arms will amount
to more than 90,000 men, and, distributed in the

[

tice when the tune for activéloperations arrives.
Until then the preparations making in the way of

‘cedsity for: ¢ tlie reorganization of the’ anhy”
and the warnings which apggar in this corriapon-
dence and elsewhere of-:what 15 going on will.be.
pronounced by the semi-official wiscacres to be.
the “ inventions of a. calumnious press.”  For-"
‘tunately Europe by this time knows what ' value
to attach to such official contradictions.

Tae FreExcm ArMy.—Itia & very remarkable facy,
amidst the reijterated peaceable professions of the
French Government, that it sbould feel itself com-
pelled to raise theé price of exoneration from service
in the army from 2,000f. to 2,300f. More remarkeble
is it still, after all we so coustantly hear of the
French love of glory and enthusiastic deaire to fight,
that the reason alleged by the Moniteur for this
‘augmeniation i3 that the desire of young meu to
oscape military service is every year manifested ia
aa increasing ratio.
of the recruits bought themselves off, but the pro-
portion increased in 1858 to 18 per cent., and to 27
per cent. in 1859.— Paris Letter, Saturday, May 5.

Tue Prince IMpERIAL.—The Constilutionnel gives &
positive deninl to a story told by “ & foreign journal”
to the effect that the Imperial Prince huving beens
naughty boy and very impertinent towards his mo-

corporal in the Guards dnd bad the stripes ‘torn
off bis uniform in the presence of a body of soldiers
with all the ceremonies used in the case of an ordi-
nary degradation. The object of this libel, the
Constitutionnel snys, is to inculcate the belief that
the infant Prince (four years old) is naturally of such
a bad disposition that be can only be corrected by

measures of extreme severity, whereas the Constitu-
tionnel would very frequently have recorded anec-
dotes showing the extreme goodness of heart and
sweet disposition of the child had it not feared to be
accused of flatiery and of inventing infantine say-
ings such as were formerly put in the mouths of the
King of Rome and the Duke of Bordeaux.

Tee EasTErN QusstioN.—Whether it be owing to
M. Edmoad About’s pamphlet or not, it would be
difficult to say, but the fuct is, that to-day the Ques-
tion d'Orient is the principal topic. M. de Larvalette,
the French Ambassndor nt Constantinople, bas just
left Paris to take possession of bis post, and people
remembering that M, Lavalette is the self-same
diplomatist who br ught about the Crimean war,
owing to his peeuhnr condnct with regard to the
holy pluces, naturzily faoey that he is dispatched
to put the * sick man"” out of pain, and that the ge-
nera) squabbling which is to follow over the apoils
will commence without delay. Matters are hardly
come to that pass yet, but the time is evidently near
at hand when the Eastern embroilmert will com-
mence. Car cenurd moungers will have it that M, de
Bugdberg has been sent merely to gettle what i3 to be
Russia's share in the plunder, and that the Emperor
of Austria is expected 1 Paris on a similar errand.—
Paris Letter. '

The subsctiption for the 600,000 francs which the
Catholics of Lyons have undertaken to raise for the
fortifications of Ancona is being taken up with the
greatest enthusissm; 120,000 francs bave already
been sent on account of their debl to the Holy Fa-
ther. The Guzetie de Lyon publishes letters from the
Chevalier de St. Cheron, at Disemont, and trom his
brother in Paris, each sending 100 francs to claim
their Lyonese citizenship. Mr. Clement Gorser, cal-
culating, in » letter to the same paper, that it wi:l
take 100,000 Lyonese at 6 francs a head to pay the
whole, sends liis tribute accordingy for himself, wife;
and three children A Savoyard sends 20 {rancs to
do bonor to his new French nationality. Another
Lyonese gives 500 francs to encourage Generzl de
Linmoriciere.

Of the three French officers who through negli-
gence or worse motives were mixed up with the row
on the 19th March, in Rome, one has been dismissed
from the army, and the otber two have been severely
reprimanded by the Freach Minister of War. The
French officer who, on the contrary, encouraged the
Pontifical gendurmes to do their duty, has been pro-
moted, and received praises and a decoration from
the Emperor.—Armonia,’

Louis NaroLron.—He was the youngest of three
brothers; and he bad many cousins—five in one
family—who stood nearer to their uncle’s throne
than himself. The eldest of his brothers died in in-
fancy ; but till he was 23 he had an elder brother;
and his early-plunted ambition was altogether of a
personal character, He was not in the first rank of
the Bouapartes by birth ; be is unlike them in the
whole cast of his character and quality of hia genins,
und lLe evidently uses his ostensible relationship to
the first Binperor as a mere charm over the imagina-
tion of his more noisy and excitable subjects. [tis
for himself and by himself that he has been the
Monarch-Adventurer ; and he has used the Bona-
partes generaily, and the Emperor in particular, as
helps to his purpose —Once a Week.

ITALY.

The Parig curresponddent of the Ezpress writeg on
the 4th instant :—

¢ 1 hear from Turin that Count Cavour caunot
reckon upon a majority of more than ten votes in
favour of tbe treaty of cession of Savoy and Nice.”

A letter from Pisa, in the Union of Paris, says “ the
Cardinal Archbishop of Pisa has neither concurred
or allowed any one to concur in the teasts for the
reception of Victor Emmanuel. He answered that
he could not give any permission either for the
Benedietion of the Blessed Sacrament, the Te Deum,
the presence of the clergy, or the ringing of the bells,
&c. And,as be was being pressed on the subject,
he snswered, * Vietor Emmanuel ought to be satis-
fied with not seeing me present myself at the church
doors, and act townrds him as St. Ambrose did to-
wards Theodosius.” The Archbishop ot Florence
having written to him to advise him to be more
moderate, he nnswered, I have received your
Grace's letter; its answer will come from Rome.”
The King went to the cathedral for the fenst; noue
of the clergy were to be found, and the doors of the
sacristy were locked. *

The journals publish a letter from General Gari-
balds, iz which he says:—

s ¢Tt is the duty ot all to encourage, aid, and fo
augment the number of combatants against oppres-
sion. 1tis not the insurrectionary party in Sicily
whom we are assisting, but Sicily herself, where
there are enemies to contend with. It was not I who
ndvised an insarrection in Sicily ; but from the  mo-
ment that our Sicilian brethren threw themselves
into the struggle I ccnsidered it my duty to assist
them. Our battle cry will be,*Italy and Vietor
Emmanuel!”

Tog Paran Stares.—The Roman correspondent of
the Armunia, writing on the 2Tth ult,, says :—" It is
& grand sight to gee the Roman people come in
crowds to the churches -to take part in the public
prayers which nre being made for the present circum-
stroces. The presence of General Lamoriciere has
contributed much to raise the courage of the Ponti-
ficel pafty, which ic Rome is the great majority.—
Within the lagt few days Count Giavauni Massei
died in Bologna. He was one of those who had tak-
en the most active part in the revolution,
native of Lncia, but had married o rich heiress in
Bologua.- Duriug the firat days of April he was seiz-
ed with a fit of apoplexy, which took away his
speech, but left him slive atill. His family imme-
diately sent for & priest, and the parish priest of the
locality, who came at once, assisted him to the time
of his death. Although speechless, the poer patient
gave suca mazifest signs of repentance as to be able
to receive the last Sacramenta. The conduct of the
Piedmnontese soldiers in Bologna is edifying. They

are often seco in tho churches, and they behave there
wost becomingly  Geperal Lamoriciere is become

wiirious Bantdirients alongithe frontiér, thidwhole:
i 1 force;can: be:broughtitogethérfat'a motnentsda--

campaign ‘équipage, &ec.;: will be-yet'down:as ne-

In 1856 and 1857 16 per cent.

ther, the Emperor bad stripped him of his' rapk of

He wasa

ithe Fsoareorow . oftheRomagnologe;xdvdlnfiBhiats j
stheyiareimore;afeaid; ofobim.than; the, Ancediapygoet
Maniani, ag they ste: much nearer, to ,.hyg:- ;?ﬁ:?r)’.
day yoting men belonging fothe most djsting
‘families-of Fiance, Belgium, ‘and;other icountries ar-
rive-to>enrol: themselves :in’ the’ Pontifical troops:. s
Marquis:Lépri-had left the:Pontifical‘Nablo 'Guard to.
-become Aide-dé-Oamp-to ‘General ‘dé Lismoriciera.—
‘Many young men have émigrated from Tuscany, snd
‘have arrlved at.Perugia, or-at ‘Oitts “di Castella ta
enlist in the Pontifical troops.” But the Governiment:
_bas not granted their request (not to give'any -pre-
‘text of quarrel to Count Caveur), To -do-full honor
to King Victor Enimanuel, at bis arrival in Bologna,
the head -of ‘the municipality, Marquis Pizzardi bas
mysteriously commanded, by means of a- circular,
all citizens to adorn with carpets and haogings the
windows and baleonies of - their houses. *'The- eircu-

be doubted. It has been reported that. the friars of
La. Gancin, near Palermo, were'on the side of the re-
volutionists. But it seems that the rebels entered
into the monastery through a stable which the friars
had let to o layman, -

At Bolognas, in five days, and without previous
warniag, ‘a sum of 10,203 francs were collected to
be offered to the Holy Father as a testimonial of
fidelity on the part of hig eubjects. In the list of
subscribers are reckoned 105 priests, 218 laymen,
and 191 women. Other subacriptions are to follow.
—Bien Dublic. °

We must notice briefly, as the principal foreign
facts of the week, the proclamativn in which the
Holy Father appeals to the Catholic world in behalf

scriptions bave been opened in the capitals of Bu-
rope, and to which Belginm had, by the 3rd instant,
gubseribed 15,000,000. Next comes the emigration
to Rome of Irish Catholics, to take service in the
Pope’s army, to the number, it is at present stated
of 1,500.— Thblet,

The Memoriul Bordelais has the following :—
 Lettera from Rome of a recent date give some cu-
rious details respecting discoveries which General
Lamoriciere has made since he has been concerned
in Roman affairs. Among other things ke found, it
is said, that 2,527 officers or soldiers who figured on
the lists of the army had no existence, hut that, ne-
vertheless, pay was regularly drawn for them. He
was told also that captaius made a rule of not men-
tioning the numerous desertions which take place in
their companies, first, in order not to disturb the
good opiaion which the Pope bas of his army; and,
secondly, to receive the same pay for their troops.—
The General, having manifested an intention of form-
ing again the Pontifical Dragoons, who were dis-
solved some time ago, but of whom 150 remained,
many objections were made to his project. He at
last asked to see the uniforms and helmets of the
Dragoons, but was told that they bad been sold.—
¢To whom ?' said he. ‘To the manager of a theatre.'
‘For how much? {Three paolis per helmet.! ‘And
how much did each helmet cost 7’ * 48 paolis.’ ‘ Send
for the manager,’ said the General, and the manager
came. ‘You must bring to me all the helmets you
have purchased,’ said the Geoeral, ‘ and you shall be
paid for them. *How much bave Ito receive ?’—
asked the manager. ¢ Why, three paolis each—what
they cost you. fGeneral,’ cried the unfortunate
man, ¢ I paid 25 poolis per helmet, and here i3 the
receipt? And be produced a paper proving that he
had really paid that sum.’” .

Notwithstanding the statements of the Sardinian
journals that the French troops will have entirely
‘evacuated the Papal States before the end of June,
it i3 certain that the Duke de Grammont, in accord-
anc? with instructions received from Paris, has de-
clared to the Holy See that the French garrison will
not leave the Papal territory until the Sovereign
Pontiff himself ghall have acknowledged that the
departure of the French troops could take place
without any danger to the tranquillity and safety of
his States.

Tue Porg's Riar To Crarw Hrue FrOX NAPLES.
—A Vienna telegram, of the 10th May, says:—
“The Sardinian government is said to have been in-
duced by the representations of France to recognise
the right of the Pope to claim, eventually, the as-
sistance of the King of Naples to maintain order in
the Papnl States; It ig therefore nsserted that, if)
after the departure of the French troops, the Papal
army were increased by Neapolitan soldiers, Sardinin
would raise no objection, provided the Papal army
should not attempt the conguest of the Legations.®

The official Giornale di Roina says :—** The recap-
tion of King Victor Emmanuel by the clergy at Bo-
logna waa very different from what the Turin papers
represented. A large number of refugees and some
students were guilty of sacrilege and profanity in
making the dome of the sacred Temple resound with
their shouting, in order to make the people believe it
was a demonstration of the priests, The King was
to have passed seven days at Bologna, but remained
only two days on the soil of the Romagaa, which he
appeared very aoxious and in & great hurry to
leave.”

“ Notwithstanding the statements of the Sardinian
journals that the French troops will have entirely
evacuated the Papal States before the end of June,
it is certain that the Duke de Gramont, in accord-
ance with instructions received from Paris, hes de-
clared to the Holy See that the French garcison will
not leave the Papal territory until the Sovereign
Pontiff himself shall have ackunowledged that the
departure of ihe French troops cap take place with-
out any danger to the tranquillity and safety of - his
State.” ’

GENERAL DE LaMoricigre's QaTm.—The Opinion
Nationale publishes the text of the oath taken by
General de Lamoriciere, in the presence of the Holy
Father :—*1, Leon de Lamoriciere, Commander-
in-Chief of the Pontilical troops, promise and swear
to be faithful to Saint Peter the Apostle, to
the Sacred College of the Most Sereme and Most
Reverend Cadinals of the Holy Roman Ohurch, to
the Supreme Pontiff regnant, and to his successsors
canonically elected ; and I will faithfully perform
the office of Oommander-in-Chief of the Pontifical
troops confided to me. So-help me God and his
Holy Goapela. .

NarrLus.—On the night of the 15th instant, Gene-
r&l Garibaldi embarked with 2,000 men on board two
merchant steamers at Genoa, or on some point of
the Calabrian coast, in aid of the insurrection.—
Such an interprise i3 beyond the limits of either
praige or blame. It ia useless to judge it by the
common rules which we apply to political transac-
tions, To reproach the partizan General with vie-
lating international law, by taking up arms againgt
o state at peace with his own, would, ia the opinion
of his admirers, be as puerile as to charge him with
piracy for scizing the company’s steamers. The
man, the cause, and the circuamstances are 80 very
extraordinary that they mast be judged by them-
seive. Success will stamp Garibaldi as a general
and statesman of the highest rank; defeat, ruin, and
death will cause him to be remembered a8 a Quixo-
tic adventurer, of dauntless courage but weak judg-
ment, who has thrown away his life in a desperate
filibustering attempt. ~The expedition to ‘Sicily may
in future be ranked with William of Orange’s land-
ing in England, or it may be ranked with Murat's
landing in Calabria ; all we can ba certain of is the
heroic courage of the man who has attempted it. -

Of the prospects of the Sicilians we cannot speak
sanguinely. The insurrection appears, indeed, far
from being atan end. The Sicilians gcem to have
risen against their oppressors with all the fury”
which years of tyranny can inspire. The royal
troops have been held at bay by levies of citizens,
hastily armed and almost wholly undisciplined. Men
of all ranks and ‘professions have joined the move-<
ment. The priests themeelves havo forgotten their tra-
ditionel reverence for authority,and the weslthy have
been content to strke their all in & struggle for the
independence of the Island ; the old have been carried
away by the enthusiasm of youth; even soldiers and
officials have in some cases abandoned the principles
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ler is printed, and therefore its authenticity cannot.

of the Roman Loan of 50,000,000 fr.,, for which sub-

rofthieir onte niderqihp dniffalss Y patHiotietelingss’

Batgatill;a regulasyarmy, ip.aery;peweriol machine, ¢
There ia,;hardly an-rins ‘in.. ther history.of . the.
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vorld "of & peopls withilanding:
Yyithout’aither fc'grelé'ﬂv‘%qlﬁfdi"'miﬂh;y disaffection
:The:Neapolitan: ‘force 1s'1atge, “well'appéinted)::dud-
‘0ot ill-cqmmanded!i: That jealonsy, hétween galdiers-
-and , civilians;,which, since: 1848, has arisen.on. he:
Continent—that_ ¢sprif de corps, which' would meke,
& French or" Austrian’ regiment delighted to charge’
‘& Porisian ‘or Viennese' mob, will' o doubt “animate’
'the King's troops ' against: the- Sicilian :.insurgents:
Ko great distance: throagh.a difficult -coiintry,.is to-.
be traversed. . The chief towns are accessible, by sea

and tho sea is at the command of the King’s .fleet. |
Troops have been sent in o few hours from Naples

and Palermo, and reinforcsmenta’ean: be poured  in

a3 long 8s. neceseary. The chaunces are, therefore

strongly against the success of the movement. It
is quite possible that if the communication with the

main land were cut off the insurgents would be able

to hold their own against the troops already in the

island ; but if the King isallowed to use- the whole

strength of the State in coercing his refractory-pro-

vince, we think the cause which Garibaldi has es-
poused is desperate enough.

We have bheard of men conspiring in the streets
but such boldness and openness are transcended by
the proceedings of the Italian General on the pre-.
sent occasion, The alleged license of British ingti-
tutions is certainly exceeded by whatis permitted
to Garibaldi on Sardinian ground, Only in Mobile
or New Orleans has a parallel been geen to the inde-
pendence and tke freedom of action enjoyed by ‘the
General and his agsociates. They not only embark
with eage, but the newspapers publish the addresses
with which the adventurous chief endeavours to
rouse kis countrymen. Garibaldi is able publicly to
charge his countrymen to use every means to gid in
his enterprise. He tells them that wherever Italians
are fighting against their oppressors, thither all
brave men should be sent, and that the Sicilian in-
surrection should be aided not in Sicily alone, but
wherever her enemies are to be met. “[ did not
counsel the Sicilian movement,” adds the General
¢ but, since these brethren of ours are fighting, I
deem it my duty to fly to the rescue.” Qf conrse,.
& portion of the Qontinental press attributes the ris-
ing to England. One journal states that the Sardi-
nian Government did all in its power to prevent the
embarkation, but that " the Insorrectional Commit-
tee of London, which had prepared the enterprise,”
was too cunning, and overcame every obstacle.
Without thinking it worth while to discuss this mat-
ter, we may beg to suggestadoubt of the great ex-
ertiong of the Sardinian Government., It seems to
us that Garibaldi bhas had his own way in this mat-
ter.

GERMANY.

A remarkable rumor, which seems to have obtain-
ed some credence in Paris, is mentioned in one or
two continental papers, Itissaid that the French
Government, irritated by the augmentation of the
Prussian army, and the conseqent demand for an ad-
ditional grant of some £1,300,000 for military pur-
poses, has dispatched to Berlin & note requiriug ex-
planations of the object of Prussian armaments.—
There is little doubt that the Emperor Louis Napo-
leon is annoyed by Prusaia’s evident determination
to place,herself 1n a good state of defence.

A letter in the official Dresden Journal from its
Vienna correspondent, treating on the position of
Austria in reference to the proposed Conference,
8a8ys 1 — .

*France being determined not to accede to .the
claims of Switzerland, notwithstanding that they
are supported by the Powers, the assembling of a
Conference would only be a fresh triumph for
French policy. The few concessions which France
is ready to make could be procured for Switzerland
by way of diplomacy. Should England, however,
retain her opinion that Switzerland would derive
more adventages from a Conference, Austria would
be willing to send a representative as well as the
other Powers.”

SPAIN,

The Minister of Marine had decided- that the
gteamer the Golon shall be placed at the disposal of
the Count de Montemolin and his brother. AIl the
persons imprisoned in the Saladero and other prisons
of Madrid, for political offences, had been set at li-
berty ; not, however, until after they had taken an
oath of fidelity ‘o the Queen; and & circular had
been addressed by the Minister of Justice to the law
authorities in the provinces, directing them to pro-
cced at once, in preference to all ather matters, ta
the cxecution of the amnesty. Thae Fsperanza, a
Carlist journal, contains an article praising the Go-
vernment for that measure.

RectiricATiON OF FRONTIERS.—The Constitutionnel
of to-day (May the 4th) notices in extraordinary
terms an extraordinary statement in * the Portu-
pguese papers,” viz., that a British squadron with
12,000 men on board is expected to arrive at Lishon
for the purpose of protecting Portugal against the
fulfilment of a treaty between Spain and IFrance, by
which Queen Isabella cedes Majorca, Minorea, Ivrea,
and Formentera, and the province of Navarre to
France, receiving in exchange permission to anmex
Portugal. The Constitutionnel describes ali this as
“buffoonery.” It is no doubt pramature, but the
proposed © Rectification of frontiers” is one of those
practical jokes, the merits of which are obviously
exclnsive to French coraprehension ; the “exchange,”
which seems to have excited uneasiness at Lishan, is
precisely one of those pleasantries which that lu-
gubrious farceur, ' Alexander the Great,” is very
partial to; but these are jokes which we don't tazke
in England—lacking the liveliness of our continental
neighbors, and supposing that there were any truth
in the report of Portugnl being attacked, most people
north of the Charcnel would be apt to. think it a
bouffonnerie at which our gallaat allies would ulti-
mately have to laugh on the wrong side of their
mouths,~Puris Letter.

IRELAND IN 1860.

The .Ami de la Religion has just publisbed s paper
on the state of Ireland in 1860, written by a corre-
spondent, and which it characterises asthe most
vivid and concise study of the Irish question which
has yet heen presented to the French reader. The
writer's object appears to be to give a resume of the
political condition of the country from the same
point of view at which M, Gustave de Beaumont in-
vestigated it iwenly years ago, in his celebrated
work, “ L'Irelande Folitique, Morale ot Sociale."—
After alluding to the attention which has been lately
paid to Irish affaivs by the JAmidelz Religion and
vn.rcilous other Continental journals, the writer pro-
ceeds :— :

¢ The difficulties of Ireland are so numerous and
8o complex that it is difficult to compass them in one
view ; it i3 & couniry that, in comparison with other
countries, seems to be the arena of I know not what
mysterious forres tending to’ Bome unseen Providen-
tinl end. One night, fifieen ycars ago, the potato
crop failed. There was no such plague in Egypt as
that. The whole structure of Irish society rested on
the potato, and Irish society simply emasbed, a8 a
house does whose foundations are upturned by an
earthquake. What borible catastrophes followed I
need not enumerate. ‘In round numbers, & million
starved, a million fled their couatry—fled like some
nomad trive, lauached on fresh fields. But after the
crosa and the trial came the consolation and the
crown. Take up the Directories of the Catholic
Church in the United States, in Australia, and in
Great Britain, regions in which every one knows Ca-
tholicity has cbtained an amozing development with-
in the last ten years or twelve years, and you will
find that tho congregations are meinly composed " of
Irish, that seven-tenths of the priests are Irish, that
there are at least 100 Irigh Bishops on the role of the
Church. A famine has thus given to the Island of
Saints in the present day the new glory of hecoming

;t;hje'?ué‘tbbf:a?vfdﬁ';:féﬁéizo!f'r-b‘is Ao viai ofIre-
»ﬁ.nrl3‘!‘Bpt‘tidlbf’i:_d’flﬂbfo‘ifdés*ah"‘emg‘ed’cﬁoil?’cimprzf
Gatholicity.get: invithe flank;of thie British,Empire,

and, the gpirit.of the: British Empire,. in. its _public
@ -mind

opigion, ia its law; in 1ts policy,in its” wi
‘'anid'spirit,’is, 8ven‘in these” days of“toleration. bit-
“{etly auti-Papali Ebgland sidedaid abettéd) through-
‘out last year:the’énemids' of ; the:Pope. It ig for Ire-
1snd to.make atonement:to the best, of ber ability.—
.The poor country is in gripe of one of her perfadic
famings'at this minute—but she sen afford “£100,000
‘to'send to Her spiritusl:Sovereign. - She * hag the ma-
‘terial for goldiers-too to'send; whose ‘military - quali-
ties General de Lamoriciers will know how.to turn to
good. account. The English -have great sympathy
for the Sardinian cause, but, contrary to their usual
costom, this sympathy is not on tlie present occasion
of a solid character. It is & starnding Enjlish re-
proach against. the Irish, that they know how 1o
tg.lk,v butnot how to act. At present, .I hear very
little eloquence in that country I confees—but I be-
lieve itis sending the Pope what he wants, money
and men.’

. The interior politics of the country are however
in a state of helpless and hopeless confusion. The
truth is, the great mass of the people are utterly ix-
different to politics (Le Politigue)—have almost
ceased 10 believe in that haughty and powerful dame
since the death of O'Connell. At least, the country
has never acted with the same unity and force since.
Its mind has been rent by a series of schisms. When
the eloquent and earnest Lucas died, and his col-
league in Parlinment, Gavan Duffy, since Minister in
Australia, went into exile, ‘popular politics became
& sort of Russinn retreat, in which men dropped as
they marched. The Irish journals, which give you
the iden that she is politically active at present, do
not represent the true state of Ireland. The peoplo
are working hard and saving money. With this
money, instend of sending it to political associations,
they build churches, convents, achools. Ireland was
always full of Faith, Hope, and Charity—~but I am
much mistaken if practical religion has not im-
mensely increased in Ireland within the last ten
years—more Masses are said, more Sacraments ad-
miristered, more Confraternitiea founded, more alms,
vocations, more Religioua Orders. Church-building
more in particular bas become a sort of inspired pas-
sion with them. You see towns with 10 or 12,000
inhabitants, which have just completed churches that
(I speak advigedly) would do benor to Paris,

“Ig it because they are absorbed by religion that
the Irish are indifferent to their political position in
the British empire? On the contrary you would
say, & religious people ought to be able to see that
there are no public men in Christendom, who might
occupy so glorious and so useful & position at preseat,
a3 the Cathoelic Members of the House of Qommons.
Every onein Europe knowa that Lord Palmerston
has held for the last vear the key of the situation—
and that Lord Palmerston owea his position to Ca-
tholic votes, bas been maintained to this date by
Catholic votes, and can hardly even yet afford to
dispense with them. Does Ireland understand this?
you will ask me—are the Bishops, the Priests, the
People also of Lord Palmerstor’s party? How am
I toanswer you? Iread the Irish papers, but I
cannot find that any ecclesiastic, or politicinn, or po-
litical organ of authority, has in really serious terms
—that is to say, in terms calculated to shake his
sent in Parliament—reprehended the conduct of any
of Lord Palmerston's Catholic supporters, The
most prominent, and some of the most servile of
them, represent constituencies under the immediate
influence of Prelates of high authority, and I believe
they boast of not having forfeited the confidence of
those Prelates. The Government have refused point-
blank the recent demands of theBishapa on the subject
of education, not even giving to their last letter the
courtesy of a reply—only a formal acknowledgment
of its receipt. The Catholic members to whom I
allude seem to take this trentment as a matter of
course. The other day, the Government putdown a
lottery for the building of a Dominican Church in
Dublin, Such is public opinion in Ireland, that this
gross exercise of an obsolete law pnsses almost un-
noticed—~and yet the Law Officers, the Atterney and
Solicitor General, who had to execute it, are Roman
Catholics. :

‘¢ Here, then, we find supported by Catholic votes
with the implicit sanction of the couxrtry, & ministry
the most hostile that can be conceived to the Pope
and to all other Catholic interests abroad-—the most
opposed to the demands of their lordships, the Bi-
shops, on the subject of Education, and on the other
points of their Pastoral of last August, and the
most dnngerously insidious that can be conceived,
since it can always put forward a Catholic to injure
the Church. Anund yet all this passes master in the
country of St. Patrick and of 0’Connell.

“How explain these phenomena? Well, I be-
lieve a great deal of it ariges fram absolute indiffer-
ence to, if not profound disbelief in, politics. The
people, during O'Counnell’s time, and even since,
made immense sacrifices, spent enormous sems of
money, on the attempt to make an independent Ca-
tholic Party in Parliament. They see no adequate
result. The only tangible difference they see be-
tween one party and another is, that when the
Whigs are in Power, some Roman Catholics get
office, and when the Tories are in, they find Protest-
ants in the same places. But, after all, what does
this difference amaount to? T turn to the Civil Ser-
vice List,and I find that the following Catholics
h;ive benefitted by Lord Palmerston’s accession to
office :

) Sulary.
Viscount Castlecrosse, Vice-Chamberlain to

the QUeel .. coversiinnes caveranirnas £924
Lord Camoys, Lord in Waiting........... 703

Richiard Deasy, Attorney-Gen. for Ireland,. 1158 .
Thomas O’Hagan, Solicitor-General,...... 974
Total.... £3,759

Here, then, the only tangible difference betsveen
one party and the other is, that two young noblemen
(ope of whom has no counection with Ireland) get
places at Cotirt ; and that two lawyers of respectable
character get all the Crown prosecutions to conduct.
You will repudiate the idea thnt this is adequate
compensation to such a country as Ireland, for being
identified with, the party and the policy of Lord
Palmerston and Lord Jokhn Russell. Yet do not al-
together dismiss this idea from your mind. I assure
you that there are persons in Ireland of high char-
acter, of great influence, of reputation for sogacity,
who serionsly believe, or at least strenuously say,
that no effect which Ireland can exercise on the ge-
neral policy of the empire, no political or social
amelioration which she may achieve through Parlia-
ment for her own population, is equal in importance
to the elevation of some particular Catholic to the
office of Judge, or of Lord of the Treasury, or of
Attorney General. I will not presumo seriously to
discuss 60 low and so narrow (mesguine) a view of
the position which the people of Ireland ought to oc-
cupy ; it would amount to an admission that the
emancipatipn of the Catholics hnd no. end but the
official elevation of & very limited and & not very
religious class of Oatholic gociety. But I declare to
you that these opinions obtain largely among the
persons who influence constituenciesin Ireland ; and
.88 those who hold.them have a direct interest in pro-
pagating them, and as the mass of the electors are
indifferent, the result isa party of Catholic Whigs
in Parliament, each of whom hopes for officc some
day or other, tind all of whom follow Lhe Whig whip-
per-in, just as the fox-hounds, from whom that func-
tionary’s title is derived—baying, snepping ot each
other, jumping over each other's shoulders. It is &
very sad aight to see, but it is to be seer at any cori-
Llical division in the House of Commons. =~ .

‘ These gentlemen havo for political capital when
they go back to Irelind one'great bugbear. Do you
remewmber in M. Gustave de DBesumont's: admirable
book on Ireland the description of the.effact which

used to be produced thronghout that country by the
exit of 'a Whig Ministry, and tlie advent of a Tory?



