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NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Since our.last several steamers have arrived, but

their news, in s (ar as the war is concerned, is but
tery meagre. One item will- however gladden the
beart of many a poor man, and cause the widow te
sing with joy. Flour, and breadstuffs generally, have
declined considerably in price, and il is tboght vill
decline stiil more.

The America arrived at Halifat on the 11th inst.
The following is a summary of the telegraphki re-
port:-

Nothing new of an odicial character rogarding the poce
negotiations, but it is sali in well informed quarters that
negotiations w;m not terminate la a satsfactory manner.

Count Noseelrode als addressed acircular to the repre-
sentatives of Rusasi at the chief Foreign Courts, atating
that Russia accepts the tirte polta relative Io tho neutra-
lization of the Black Sea in the following sense.

That Turkey's right to close tha Straits bc maintained;
that no ships ofwar bo admi tied in UicBlack o', oxoopt-
ing thoie of Russia. and Turtey. The nuinter cf ahips to
be s mainined b mtîtIally arrangcd by RussiE and
Turkey, and that it be ratified by direct special treaty be-
tween these two powers, 5witbout the intervention efother
natious; this interprsUition t.be Allies coaider iadmiss-
able.

From Sweden the accoInts arc very war-like.
The mlitary and naval mnr.ufactories work nesaaatly

and indications are that Sweden will openly take the field
'intc spring.

Sweden bas some millions thalers surplus revenue which
is té b devoted te quipping the army sAd navy.

The Danish Goverament is reported to have consented
to the establsomfent of depots ofs tores for the English
ficet ai. Kiel nnd the fleet is to rendezvous there in April.

Gorlschakoffraports, Dec. 1Gth, the Cossgcts in a sortie
defented] a strong squadron of General Vivian's Anglo-
Turlkish cavalry near Kertch.

The English Comrander a.nd 47 men wer taie prison-
ers.

The Russians have been reinforced by a rogiment of the
Enssars of the Guard, andby the Radetsky Regiment of
Hassaars, fornicri.y sationeli ai Odees.
_ A letter f rom Odes oeofthe 21at uit., atys, large bodics
of troops from the Crimes are marching into Bessarabin.
There is net, however, any intention of evacuating the
former, as their places will ba filled by other troops from
the reserves by th militis.

The Allies' gin'bonts -wiich remained at Kinbura have
been frozen in, and all efforts te release Item have been
'fruitiers.

d larudeorfd, but not confirmed that Pelissier ls appoint-
ed comman der of thbe Alliect armie, and Admirai Lycas.of
the Allied fiela in the Ealst.

The grenter part of the Russian srmy will winter at Kars.
Intelligence fre Contantinople te the 24th states thlt

mauypersoushadalready quittcd Ertronmi for Trebouinak
fearing that it would be attackced by the Russians.

Cout Esterhazy reached St. Petersburg on 26th, and
nexit day laid the propositions before the Russian Cabinet.i
1,Coanat Duel teirgrsphcd te Gorznhakof nt 'Vienna lte
propuitons cf the Weetern Po ers.

CountLNeaaeccdc's Ciroular shows Russia'a unwilling-
*mesa to treatfor the neutrrlization of the Black&ia. lis
iepected h til! abseltoiy refuse taoaccede to the cession
of territery t-a lceep open ie Danube.

It is strOnglysuapected that Autria vil mot take theb
1bd against Ruaela in the 8pring.

le Nord tthrws the blame of brenking up, the Vienna
negociation on the Allie, san a- Rusala nii t-
* aite nup agaimue aegotitioes o(pemcoa on t uaetto
Four Pona

THE 'PIRE DEPARTMENT.
n" more i i stirred,

"TiUmorneitiil atink."--Pro.V i,'t.
*The City Conacil has iteevigated tc charge of mi-

conduct of the rire Companies at the laite ire in the Nuna'
property, as laid by inh e¶w 7?Witnens, and bas foulad it
iunly fale and utuded.-b erciul .#dnseierr, 14th
inalant.

IN t wiii be ace by our report of the proceedings in the
Cy Councit os Pridaysigb, that the whole matter bas

tie isbjeanl ofi it.crongh iarestig Lie and i 
;" tint theTrait ,Witedat-wy la ecmtire; ulUlons feundaîtion,

vtrigl ib himagination of some of o r weakerCtiblie
brelren. We trait ont senious cotemporary will be sti.s.
Eèd ns well n gratillei with the resuils îofLhe enquiry1
whieh Lbd bIt umdcet têtc very liaelie wonisno -'loudl>'

ae llng fer -d ata be wili iermis iaeif beter be-
fbre giving cironation to so.vileand jçreouddiees a libel

on the character of our city and ita gallant Pire ri-
gade.'"-Afontreol. &eru, I4th inaast, -

"is Wrship:th'e 3Maor opeîned thc jproceeding by

e t cnda of the Pire Brlgsdè e codemal ned
toüje'of that article,'and denied tat there was te slight..
est fosindation forlte-nllegîtions ilcontained."-fl. r r

'L Coanoiller:nvan nx spoke wt: great energy ln thec
saine spirit, aylng.that if it wvere passible IL woeuld b. weolt

iflt autber cf thut article couldi be brouightat punieb-

* "it was thten anoed by Couneillor CAIWrEr..r, seconded
y'Conilo RBNx-Tbat, this Cou(ncl entitely diMnîp-

-;roveof lt cond(ecîof sthe wriler of te article li qtîéa¶inn,
ansd bierav his lnsiiwnîi'ns wvere complciely nutfoundd.~

VCarried unÀnimoaly.-lb
to-e extrd (rotn ocr o tyoNIoe!mporarîes

be.. .reaelo t s a>n fulg.moeds as ihtet ai-e .
nes..0 - s

1. ;Iî is faise that.there hias-lern. any:.:enqîîry---
- ropeîdyse.caJled -it o t lie dînisgacefulii t:ircumrns es

th le"7te; nas hie ught cf siteh t. '

2. It is false that lié Tn -WÎTNEEB "laid, or
originated any charges:whatsever aginat our a-
lant Fire Brigade." It oily repeated what ad
akeady been publicly statad, and id almost the rery
saine woids, by a Protestant.city -.paper--ihéAjgus
of' the 28tb lt.; charges.wlîich[were .not only al-
lowed te remain uncontradicted, but iwhich ere
again made openly ithe Patie, a :Freneh- paper.
These grare charges-thexleàld and àthèr city jour-
nalshave endeavored te bsb up*; well. knowiegtthat
tbey would net bear a rigi scrutiny. -

3. kIt is (aise that tbe:Tz(un WITNUsB 'haîs jnn

circulation te auI lvile and e ronaless libels upon
the character of our city and its gallaDt Fire Bri..
gade." Net asyllable of what wehave suid do we
retract ; we reiterate every word that we~have writ-
ten and we pledge ourselves te make them ' od,
and te prove them upon oath, if a ruLic liavesaiga-
tion-one i whichsuchi wiasses as we shail think
Et to bring forward shall be examined-be afforded
te us. we challenge and defy our opponents ta give
us such a public and open enquiry.

4. It is false that the Mayor "denies that there!
vas the slightest foundation for the allegations" of
the Taux WITNEsS. In his speech before the
Council, the Mayor net enly corroborated ail that
we Lad previously said upon the subject butactually
showed that the case ias far blacker, far more ugly
looking, than we had presumed te represent ii.There-
fore is it, that the Herald of the 14th did not dare te
publish the Mayor's speech-though a report cf it
had appeared in the Pi of thiie 12th Mstant; but
which report, iwitb cbaracteristic bonesty, the Pro-
testant press of this city, has carefully suppressed.

To make goôd our charges of dishonesty aginst
the Ierald and bis bretbren, iwe ivili first state again
the charge against the Fire Depart ment, as it appear-
ed in the uE WiTNEss of the 411 inst. ; a charge
whicli however Lad previously appeared i nthe Argus.

Having stated the fact that-at the fire in question
the engines were quite inefficient, and thit that in-
eiciency was commonly said, and generailly beliered,
to have been oing te the wilul and îaliciouîs cutino
of the hose-(suspicioas ubich the Mayor himself, on
the ground, and iwith the facts before his eyes, openly
avowed ; but ci wicli rumors, we, with a scrupu-
ious regard te fair play, remarked, tint they were

unsupportei by positive eidences")-we adlded:-
"Of two things, oue-Either teli hoase w-erc purposely

cut-or tever le in n most shameful statu of repair-dis..
graceful to île parties la charge of thera."-Tre Wiseas,
Jsn. 4it.

Titis--and not the cutiag of ithe lhose-ishe 
charge laid against lie Fire Companies-nct ltowever

'ie TUE VITnKEss, but by a Protestant paper,
the Argus. Webeg cour reaa-ere' attention toîte
folio îvin facits.-

'lie fire ta question occurred on the night of the
27th Decermber. i the issue of te Argus of thie
Very next morning, appeared the folloting rem:rks
(rom tiat Protestant journal:--i

"Bither through the bse of the fire engines beingi
shîamefully out of order, or from soma other cause, they
were found te be nearly useless. As fast ne applisd toa
the englues, and wIen the strenr ofwater passed througli
tbemi, they burst one after the othe. Much time vas lost
in removng tnd affixing fresh hose tu lieu of those taken
away as useless. Ve tope the Pire Comrnittee wiliaveS-
tigate the cause of this."-.rguC, L280 Decembcr.

A Aweek elapsed, and no ehquiry inio the above
disgraceful circurastrnces vas instituîted ; it was
" Aushrdi up." 'Th press hell their peace, with the
exception of the Patrie, whici rei;erated the charges
of the Argus. On the 4th inslant, lhe 'TnuE WIT-
NEss followed suit, and called for a I PUBLIC lnve
tia tion ; la order that ise ton genterally entcerlained
suspicions mgligt be allayed, if il lg fomded ; and that
measures miglt be adoptedto L" prevent lie re curretce
of suci a disgraceful scene of confusion, Iungling,
and general incompetence, as was displayed by the
Fire Department on the night of the 27th Decem-
ber."-- Truc Wùneus, 11th instant.

No suth public iovestigation bas been affrded.-
The City Council, and lite Fire Departmnent, shrink
from such an investigationa; nd instead of courtingJ
il, as bonest men strong in conscious innocenceî
wOuld, tihey try te sneak out of it by -theashabby pro-1
ceedings of last Friday night. .1

On.Friday niaht a Sp.ecial Meeting of the C yity
CoîsciJ wias held-of which no previens notice was1
giren,-so that ie migt he prepared' 0obriag forward
out proofs--at which no evidence whaiever bearing
upon the merits of the case was allowqed to be heard
-but nt which thele Major himiself fuliy corroborated,
and more than corroborated, every word of the
charges made by the Argus, the% reiterated in t.he
Patrie and the TRuE W1TNIESS.-

At the commencement of the proceedings, the
Mayor made the following remarks. * We copy from
the report as published by the Pilat of Sa<urday ;1
bai whic report, as e; said *liefore, the Börèàld

.ni iMost dishotuestly suppresses..
'Be '-ail Sbè byor-"a tihe.fire aLded0 to,

érily on the grourid' -. 8-ttueiessawere made ta hi .t/te
e*ans enent of opresoe t/ta he hoaste aict." -

. Here wtt liause,¶ kenquire;whythe Itho aNsae-
arans publidy madie.ta the Obiet M agistrate -woere

not immediately aind pub/idyt imvestigate!d-into ...
Wbtt>'-et Major did nuloithe very' day after te
tii-e; cal[: upon ime perdans :imking sucht importaita
statemenits, (Otuait! tcrvard and&stppprt tem &Ôn

rih-Whiy hie Ciity Clsîci thdéu investigeatimoe
the . atlteri .nor .summan 'lthe aulhiors of lihese

staime eoreithem! 'li1ege quiest ions are casier
nkceils ;tuaswered. - But to-proceed witis lthe a' y-

-Slcthi Mayrd~ ptine pôlen aI t-laeiiénè
-ta ilbc Nudiery leo prerenti people fromn entering the 3arhd.
Hie saw two men bitsy' uith tho huse near lthe gaie, nud
fiadinîgthe lèse Itnd. horst, lie tan te tIe Nîans andi -asked
for aînme. taîkiis wlii c efrappeodo round ue -burated

tin lt. H'sll;n'so building. There the bote bUrs&.r. . -

Thiese breaks wre rnaaddep nd aan 5e hoe 1bicr9.--

DICTI C201E
A WrrEawDJ EEN 'n rata 'V rouID o f»a w nB Some, it ws more tan insinuated that the crimeNa -if not encouraged by the Clergy-the direc mPRMa vru rmai Bossnâa" usD .Bc'-

Here again w-e pause, ta beg our readers to med -of Catholie tearhi , and the peculiar rnoral con
tate upon the deepsigaificance of this remark oft. tion thereby e 'enenee. These things Mnust

Chiefl NMagistrate of the Cify, himself a Protestant ;fresh in the memories of our readers; as al
and te ask-if it is wonderfultat Catholies should fact, thatnotconly was there n evidence whatsge e.
enterait suspicions which the Mayor hisself enter- against the accused-whose only-rime consisted 

t a pn'aW d f this, that they were Irishinenand.Cathelics-but tbtained,, fidopeb.y avowdli Ifto express.such ssat.a.en f 'd a
picitons b to circlate" exresviless'a" s- it bas beoprove after a judicia engiryUpo th
then isoxl stG abe r.it.was hehosfers, thatthe acac-e perfèctîyanocent of theèri
in the honest indignation of Lis heurt at the.racally laidtiely age l;andt eabthe acustionsrge
scenes he wascompélléd'towitness, opemlyf asawed dvte,icotie sal ct the- itan press
and gae publicity tethem. Non ivere these susp le"sibe h. WeV thanktl ave,eJea, for teingu
cins on the Mayor's 'part se very groundless-if word.
whitat ho himalf says b truc. Why then do we refer te this business, setbag lià" In a little time te Police carne te hie, £ND TOLD M the malter has been thorughly investigated

Here.againwe pause, whilst or readers will surely accused triumphantly acquitted 1 We do oe for (w
ex gain oe! ae wist o ati rodos-it atlt purpose of pintig out the différence betiit Pr.excai-" HdWell!elire la someîhing positive a etasi, testant and Cathoi notions of fair play.ney more te ruiers.Herooeihave reports maie I en the TRUE WITNESS-Catholic--aye-

b>' tht _Police, te tise Chie! Magistrale cf the City', serîlen te statemtecîs reflecîùag tapon tLetconîve oh
that à great crime had been committed-What did certin tstants redeig ce, te conduct of
tose Policemen depose at the 1"tkorough investiga- certai Protestants ; we, in domg sa, took good a
tion-as the Rerald facetiously cals it-held by the to qualify them nwith the remark that they ice.t
Ci ty Cou nci 4 mre 1"mors, Maspored Î¶ positive dide

.Goad, easy, unapiistiaîe reader! Little do Thus ls it that, Cilthohes act towards their Proi
yekno, keha n a negegatz&?s 5 aarc ras- tant brethren; and -for se doing -the Herald cbarM

aged in these stug family parties, determined tokeep us with circulating "vile and groundiess libels.n
tgs leahessang and l wheriera, daeter oic. o Now, how differently do Protestants act towar4

t oing pcyasant; ani 'vihenliber oetawtholice-whe Catholies in perfectly analogous circumstances 11
wiato e curry fai bwith their Protestant-llbeagues, o>nly did they at once assume as incontestible Ilitand. toe cglorifie 1 b>' a Protestant press-botra>' Uic gaiit of theIc en itnpiieated le lhé St. SY'ivester ai-
interests of the constituencies who have elected them, gidt o tr m iited n the St. lite i.
and who by their misplaced confidence, have given fair-ot only did hey never once, pending the in.
te these upstartI "Jacks," power ta insul t better men vestition, caution their readers that the charge i
than themselves and te bring shame upon the name wilfully compassig the upsetting of the train ra.à
of IrLishmen. Lord love you dear reader! these Po- lMee rumor unsupported by positive evidencea.-cd
licemen, ol in the execution of their dut ol ciely ven after the full acquittalof the accused, ad
reporteto thc Major-as Le himself ella us--" that theirdischarge frm custody, a large, portion of tiem
the h tse tMere eut;' were not ailoied t be examinedamcontued, and still continue, te reiterate ithe m

tdamnablecalumnies arainat men wshose ccnduct
at all ! i tAnd the HerId and other papers o Mont-- been opeely and thrugily ivestigated, andu ho
real, have the impertinent rmendacityt totell the pub- innocence has heon jdicialiy estabfished.
lic "lthat the whole mnatter has been the subject of a inoec asbe u icilyetbile.

lie"Lt lisIao We t e he berfa Wc are but stating a melanchcly instance Of t I
rog inveigatin .!!! .Vet? demoralising effects of evangelical Protestntîw

and bis friends, that ibisaham anvestigitons cfrte it> thedeleterious influences of witci, lilke itose 0
ed the suspicions previously entertned. i me poisons upon the human system, are ieredi

God forbid that we souild be understoideIorsaao those who bave net vuitnessed lien. P
C . ism of the evangelical type is a moral poison ; l

hat the base were purposely and nahcmcuoisly cul. if long ni haitually indulged la, seemns le ae r
Our rale is, always, with all men, lo assume ianocence iffect of dsîrey in useein »,js1he îî
until guilt bce etablishied. Buit - n d yve put it Io eflet.f estroying al sense of honor, justice, ard

truthi ihose who use it ; of rendering tiem as inca-ever'y impartial persn,--are not the facis, as given pable of enteriaiaing agenerous or«etulo math- senti
above, and which are ail supportd by Protestant Igaenru orge ye
autoit, mpi icienst~w e dn o y ment, as a boar-pig is of appreciamig a sy- mpihonby ,autiionit>', ampi>' sufficier- ve do net say teaif>' Beeîtove.Thus it lu, ltaI, l iten fn-r 1
the worst suspicionis--but to warrant us in calling forBeton.TuitshamheMnrlW-

L oas iin- .t u ness of last week-in the Hla -dl/ton Banner of lta PUBLIC investigatiun It is not the [RUE Wtr- 12th insnt, anuther ver' Po
NEss whlo makes a charge. It is the M ayor ; t he isjnan rvty Protesi antjora.-.
ChSile Masa ofare. it hief.e a ; lite ether journals ofa siuar starnp-.we find the chargChief satistrale of tme oCit himshlf. he o eeus reiterated Lat an attempt had beei made te take th
cui-statrnetiseei e at>'onthat tgrountied lives of the soldiers ani police-and that ihe crnmecut--that the Police on duty on the ground, and rn was the work of Trisi Catholics, who-as hlie pî-the execution of tiheir duty as guardians of the peacei fe l u

and roprlyof he ommnit, pblily epotedto ishters of these atrocious lies well knew-bad beel:ni1 preperln cf e comMunity, "public treposetr tried and found innocent of the crime falisely iid to

nt inlin hiaself · tels is, wIth stance conceaen their charge by the unscrupuloîts and mendacio
rth"uait" wen tse ire was found le Le inte Protestant press of Canada. [lowi s it that the
Nu,'slilding ., itheo-as ne ..su d taeinite Jfrald, under these circumstances, has nu t-adVicetLNun's buildings, lie was not supuscelIoid the give his broiber Protestants, against circulatiaghose liad again burst." The Mayor then is thee ac-'. ls againat the Irsh Catheies et St. Sylvester;
cu'er ;" and it is absurd ta attach blame le the TUR " libels" agilt are net onh"grotndss," but vtic
WirNEss, because it repeats though very faintly, te liaet wjicielre po ond " Leis?
suspicions ofi ita Civic functionary,and asks for apub-
lic investigaîion li1te trut eograve calegations,pub-
licly nade by the Chief Magistrate himself. Yes! BUFFALO CONVENTION.
t Mayor, more than anycr oe else, is interested, for A Meeting of the Irish Cartholics of this City'tva

the suke of his ovn reputation, ta cai for a. public in- held on Sunday last, immediately after Iligli ftu,
vestigation. For men wil l ask- How came itSir, at the St. Patrick's louse, t delermine upon the
that, when your Police made report to you, as Chief appointment of Delegates to attend the Conventin
Magistrate of Montreal, that a grave crime had oeen about te take place at Buffalo
comnitted, You did net cause the truth of their re- Afler Alderman MlCambridge was appointed
port te be immediately, pb lhcly, and carefully, Chairman, and Mr. C. W. Sharpley Secretary te
examined into ? Howt came it that you, although the tneeting-
openly requested to do so, did not order all the hiose It was proposed by the Rev. Mr. M'Culla ; m.
ta be,taken o thé Station House, la order that they conded by B. Devlin, Esq., and unanimously-
might be examined by competent ad disinterested Resolved-"That this Meeting heartily approves of tfr
jidgesi Wlhat as occurred since the nigit of the objects eontemplateid by the Buffalo Convention."
27th ult. to allay in your heart those strong suspici- Prepoised by J. Sadlier, Esq.; seconded by' Dr
ans which you thes openly avoted-and te persuade Howard-
jeu of the groendlessess of a charge, -which you "That B. Devlin, Esq., and G. E. Cierk, Bsq., be aP-
then openily professed te believe 1" These questions pointeid Delegates ta represent the Irish Catholics O fon-
must be answered. treal at the Buffalo Convention."

We again repeat it. We originate, we make As an amendment, it was proposed by M. P.
no charge. We merely repeat charges openly made, Ryan, Eaq.; secendea b Isidore Malien, Esq.,-
on the groui to te Mayor-epeateti byheMayor "That the name of a third Delegate be added to theli
in the presence of hundreds-andw uhich, as comin" alrady metioned."
from- such a respectable source, are very generally Subsequently, the name of W. P. Bartley, Esq-,
believed. Whiat 'wehave said, vwe bave Said ; and was introduced; but this being considered not à
before God and man we pledge ourselves te prove order, sas net submittd b>' the Chitean; and the

evèry'word w-euhave written,byunexceptionable wit- original motion was adopted.
.heses-jf an open, ppbic enquir lbe instituted ; or It- asprnposed by P. Ronayne, Esq.; secoaded
ta submit te be branded as infamous. -Eithe, on b>' Thmas ily;Esq, andi
te nightl in question, lthe hoe were-as îLe Police . Relved -. Ttia a list-jbe opened fer the purpese of t-e

reprte tothe:Maoi'-" ut orthe wee--s t eiv-n Bubsciptions toeray (Le expenses incnrred by

Aigus says.-~Csliamëfully- eut-cf7 o~rder;- îna sate (Tholegfa 3 Us~a sbebt.
htighli,> disgrac'eful 4à the fartiéèin chrg et heni Pcaedmo1swàsbc:e.

'iiis'tate whiéhYreflects inuinitiîisençi eiupoéer Prpoe b>' W.v P. Blartîey, Esq.; seconded bf
nmaÑ edanectedi iih lit Fine Depart at, from Mrn th Rer. Mn. Murphy,anuaim sy

erinam downw rds. -Resolved-"'That J.Sadiier, Esq, mct as Tesrr
- . , -- w --- - - - . - -Prdpeaed b>' D&.foward ;iecnded b>' T. M

rtTa Sr SYLVESTER'AFFAR.-Our roaders muaI CTatcld',Esq- bri do o h'
remembé lteé repor t se imdustriously' circulatd afwthat W.-P. BatteyEsq. be caiied ther o.t (Carniedd)

o y e L oestan preass, ac ea dleibetse Prpse .y owr ; secondedi by' J.M-

Trai Ctict tac.s h vrtioia L ri Cready', Esq., sahd mnanmously
ontyic cSv~ti o :as e te ertir rnolice shetran Resilyed-"Th hî o lt tiixnls ôf.thi Meeting be in dwer t e agl ofsodie.s nd olce entbypressed to Aldermân M'Cànmbrîdg for his conduo 25leahrîiles te aid lm:anresing îLe mon. suspected .Chairman ;" after ihiclhéh meeting aepnratéd.
aIhasigrnmdto ie ootuaoCotkn. TU> LEXANDtR" II Cisu,

musa remember too wth -whbat:eîlnestnesa lthe Pro- Chas,.-. Shiapitoy Seetcary
testant press dienounced; tise alrocity of lthe crime% i

that {not»oncef iOiPmhad ithe cander or ahnes'îji WTe &akaéedtoi iriîrs omn
admi t her ivls no »è&id eviden&n elith :ô,hale . Volunteers--efMontreel vrîil m,éLe for

9gistIth'e aceùél r te show tihtî-affwilfuitat» drilmt lUe BonsecoarsMarkceî t1isaFrday-efCf
jeóipl;t. pst thlrin ai d bteen madie--wbiIst b>' iog. - ' . -X


