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THE TRUE WITNESS

 CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.
MONTREAL, FRIDAY, JAN. 18, 1856.
NEWS OF THE WEEK.

" Since our last several steamers have arrived, but
their pews, in s& [ar as the war is concerned, is but
very meagre. One item will-however gladden the
beart of many a poer man, asd cause {be widow to
sing with joy. TFlour, and breadstuffs geaerally, bave
declined considerably in price, and it is thought will
decline still more.

The America arrived at Halifax on the 11th inst.
The followiog is a summary of the telegrapbic re-

-port :— . :
.- Notbing new of oo official character rogarding the peace
nogotiations, bul it is sald in well informed guarters that
pegotiations will not terminate iz o satisfactory mancer.
ount Neseelrode bag addressed a circalar to the repre-
gentatives of Ruasia at the chlef Foreign Courts, stating
that Russia accepts the threo polnts relative {o tho neutra-
lizetion of the Black Sea in the following sezse.

That Turkey's right to close the Straits be mainfained;
that no ships of war be admitled in the Black Bea, excepi-
ing those of Russin end Turkey. The number of ships to
be so muinleined be muoinglly arranged by Roegis and
Turkey, and that it be ralified by direct special trealy be-
tween these two powers, without the intervention of other
natious; this interprotation the Allies comaider iandmiss-

able.

- Trom Sweden the acconnts aro very war-like,

Tho military and@ naval manufuctories worl incessantly
and indicntions ave that Sweden will openly take the field

“in the spring. ‘

Sweden bag gowe mailliors thalers sorplus revense which
. i8 t0 be devoled io eguipping the army and vavy,
The Dunish Government is reported to have conseated

o the establishment of depots of stores for the Eoglish

.fleet at Kiel and the fleet i3 to rendezvous there in April.

Gortscehekoff raporty, Dee. 16th, the Cossicks in a gortie
defented & strong squadron of Geseral Vivian's Angle-

Turkish cavalry near Kertch.

The Baglish Corenander and 47 racn wera taken prigon-
ers.

-+~ The Russiang liave been reinforced by e regiment of the
Huguarg of the Quard, and by the Radetsky Repiment of
"Hussars, formerly stationed at Ddessa,

... A letter from Odesae of the 21st ult., saye, large bodies
of troops {rom the Crimea sre marchisg into Besserabia.
“There is not, however, any intention of evscuating the

*former, 23 their places will bo filled by other troops from

“ the reserves by the militia. IR

The Allies’ gun boats which remsioed at Kinbure bave
been frozen in, and ell cfforts to relesse them bave been

‘froitlesa. .

' v iz rumored, bat not confirmed that Pelissier is appoint-
ol commander of the Allied armics, asd Admiral Lyons of
tbe Allied flecta in the Bast.

The greater part of the Rossinn army will winter at Kars.
Intclligence from Constantinople to the 24th states thut

‘many persona bad already quitted Errronm for Trebounsk
foaring that it wonld be attncked by the Russians.

Count Esterbazy roached St. Petersburg on 26th, and
next day laid the propositions befors the Russian Cabinet,

7. Count Buol telegraphed to Goriechakoff at Vienrs the
nropositions of the Western Powers. _

Count Nesselrode’s Cironlar shews Russia's vowilling-

" ness 10 irent Tor tho nentralization of the Black Sen. liis

“expected she will nbaolutely refuse to aceede to the cession
* of territory to keep open 1he Danube,

- It i3 strongly suspected that Austris will mot take the

‘field against Ruesia in the sprinF. : :

.- .Le Nord threws the blame of breakipg up the Vieana
pegociation on the Allios, and snys Russis is willing to
. t;ke up again e negotiations of preca on the brsiz of the

'our Points. '
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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.
H The more & ic stirred, )

- % The more 1t will stink.*—Prov. A9, ¥,

- tng Qity Uanacil hag investigated the charge of mis-
conduct of tho Fire Companies at the Inte fire'in the Nung'
property, 63 laid by the Tvue ? Witnesr, and bas fousd it

. utteely false and unfounded.”— Commercial Advertiser, 141h

+imstapt.. . e ' -

.- W1t will be seco by owr report of the procecdings in the

. Oity Councit on Friday nighs, tbat the whole matier hag
been_ the ambjsct of & thoronpgh iavestigntion, nad think

, that thie Trae Witrier? atory is entirely without feundation,

“#aving in the imugination of seme of our weaker Oatholie
hrethrén. We trast our xealons cotemporary will be saule-

‘ o3 ne well ag gratified with the results of the enguiry

7 which - hnd been made nt the veey time he. wis 8o -londly

3 calling -for it—and _that be will inform bilase)f Wetter:be-
fore piving cirondation to go vile'and groundless a libel

on the chacatter of our city and its gallani Fice Bei-

P

; igndeMontrood Herald, Vah'insadt,,
“¥- 'wTils’ Wership:be Mayor opened the proceedings by
some rémarks on the article in the True Wiiness reflecting
o0 the conduct of'thd Fire Brigade - Hé condemned  the,
*-torie’of that acticle,iand. denicd thut tliers wus the slight-

.. -eat foandation for the allegtioons it contained. "1, ' 1

* Conncillor RYan next spoke with: great energy in the'
. game spirit, saying that if it weee posuible it would be well:
.. if the author of $hat. srticle could be ‘brought to punish-
!_,m“‘., R o R v -’ . M “A‘
", “It wag fhen moved by Councillor Camesicy, ecconded’
“"by Councillor Ryax,—That this’ Councit entirely dizuy-
- ;prove of tht canduel of 1he writer of the article in quiegtion,.
“U'and believe his:dneinuntidns were complétely unfounded. —
+*Qarried wnanimotaly ¥—Jb. T T T
i o the ahove extracts from onr ity colemyoraries
.- there are alimpst as.many, falsehoods, as there arey
o l‘i!‘_ﬂs-.«' J P I S PR -
RS B ;Il;,,ls~;_[nlsc :that there: las- Leen, any enguiry—
- propeuly.so.calledi—into thedispraceful circumstasices
*-of theshire: in the vightiof ‘the'2Tthrnly, = - =

s

]
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2.'It is false that the Trux WiTNESS * laid’ or-
originated any charges:whatsoever against our “gal-
lant” Fire Brigade.” It only'repeated- whatthad
alfeady been  publicly statzd, and i almost the rery
same words, by a Protestant, city paper—the Aigus
‘of the 28th_ult. ; charges which] were not only al-
lowed to remain - uacontradicted, but ‘which. yere
again made_ openly in the Patsie, a:French- peper,
These grave charges:the Herald and other city jour-
nals have endeavored to bish up’; well knowing that

tbey would not bear a rigid scrutiny. - . .
" 3. Ut is false that the TRUR WITNESS has given
circulation to any “vile and groundless libels wpon
the character of our city and its gallant Five Bri-

ade.” Not a syllable of what we bave siid do we
retract; we reiterate every word that we bave yrit-
ten; and we pledge ourselves to make them good,
and to prove them upon cath, if’ a PUBLIC invesliga-
tion—one in which such wiloesses as we shall thiok
fit to bring forward shall be examined-——be afforded
to us. We challenge and defy our opponeats Lo give
us such a public and open enquiry.

4. It is false that the Mayor  denies that there
was the slightest foundation for the allegations” of
the TrRue Wirness. In his speech before the
Council, the Mayor not only corroborated all ‘that
we bad previously said upon the subject, but-actually
-showed that the case was far blacker, far more ugly
looking, than we had presumed to represent it.There-
fore is it, that the Herald of the 14th did z10t dgreto
publish the Mayor’s speech—though 2 report of it
bad appeared in the Pilot of the 12th instant; but
which report, with characteristic bonesty, the Pro-
testant press of this city, has carefully suppressed,

-To make good our charges of dishonesty agaiast
the Herald and his brethrex, we will first state again
the charge against the Fire Department, as it appear-
ed in the TRuE WiTNESS of the 4th inst. ; a charge
which however had previously appeared in the Argus.

Having stated the fact that—at the fire in question
the engiaes were quite inefficient, and that that in-
efficiency was commozly said, and generally believed,
to have been owing to the willul and malicious cutting
of the bose—(suspicions which the Mayor bimself, on
the ground, and with the facts hefore his eyes, openly
avowed ; but of which rumors, we, with a scrupu-
lous regard to fair play, remarked, that they were
*“ unsupporied by positive evidence”)—we added :—

% Of two things, one—Either the hose were purposely
cut—or they wero in n most shameful state of repair—dis-

gmcef;l to the parties in charge of them,” —True Witness,
Jan. 4,

This—and not the cutting of the hose—is the
charge laid agrinst the Fire Companizs—nat however
by the True Wirwsss, but by a Protestan! paper,
the Argus. We beg our readers’ attention to the
follawing facts. i

The fire 1a question occurred on the night of th

27ih December.  In the issum of the Argus of the
very next mormag, appeared the following remarks
(rom that Protestant journal s— :

4 Rither through the bose of the fire engines being

shamofolly out of order, ur from somo other cause, they
were found to be nearly useless. As fast as appiiad to

theengines, and when the strenm of water passed through

them, they burst one afler the other.-. Much time wag lost
in removing and affixing fresh hose in lieu of those taken
away a8 useless, We bope the Fire Committce will inves-
tigate the cause of this."—.Arous, 28th December,

A week elapsed, and no enguiry into the above
disgraceful circunstences was instituted ; il was
“ Rushed up.”  The press held their peace, with the
exception of the Patrie, which reiterated the charges
of the Argus. On the 41hinstant, the True WiT-
xESS followed suit, and called for a * PUBLIC inves-
tigation ;" in order that the too generally enterlained
suspicions might be allayed, if ill founded; and that
measures might be adopted to*f prevent the recurreace
of such a disgraceful scene of confusion, bungling,
and general incompetence, as was displayed by the
Fire Depariment on the night of the 2Tth Decem-
ber.”-— True Witness, 11th iastant.

No such public vestigation has been afforded.—
The City Council, and the Fire Department, shrink
from such an investigation ; and instead of courting
it,’as bonest men strong in conscious inmocence
would, they try to sneak out of it by the shabby pro-
ceedings of last Friday night.
On Friday night 2 Special Meeting of the City
Council was held—of which no previous notice was
given, so that we miglit be prepaced (o briag forward
our proofs—at which no evidence whatever hearing
upon_the merits of the case was allowed to be heard
_—but at which the Mayor himself fully corroborated,
and more than corroborated, every word of the
charges made by the Argus, then reiterated in the
Putrie and the TRuE WiTnEss. Sk
At the commencement of the proceedings, the
Mayor made the foflowing remarks. - We copy from
the report-as published by the:Pilot of Saturday ;
but which -report, as ‘we: said “before, the Hergld
carefully and most dishonestly supprésses1—". 7
-, % Ho. ‘wig"—gnid the Mayor—*at the.fire alluded :lo,
carly on tlie ground. . -Statements were made o hin ai. the
commencement of operotions that the hose were cut” "
. Here we pudse, to cenquire; why:the truth of-state--
ments publicly made.to the Chief "Magistrate - were

Mihyothe . Mayor dd naty the very day after the

stalements, 10 come Toriward and'support them Upon
oath?— Wihy ' the City Couneil, whén investigating
Mg Umattér,. did -not suinmon ' the -authors of  these

arked than answered. .-But tosproceed with the: M'.'\'y-
ox."x,rum:)rks:;—.—'a:‘ i e mte v A e

@' He"=the'Mayori=* placed policsmen at tho -ciitranee
to'tho'Nunnery -1o- prévent people from entering the. ‘yaid.
He ‘saw two .men’ bray With the hose near the gate, nad,

)} finding-1the hose had. burst, He ran 10 tho Nuns and -agked

for suie;;vapKins,: which he weapped . roand the ~bursted

places.” When the fice firat broke ont it was.supposed” to
Do in Mr. Holtand's building.  TRere the hose buyst, .. .

J These hreaks were mended, ‘und”aguin, the Rose, birst,—

it da s T

‘nol Immediately and publicly - investigated--inte T |

five;* call - upon “the persans wmaking such important [

statements before them? . ‘Phese Questions are easier

 APrEwARDS, . WEHNA THB I WAS YOUND TO BB XX THE
. Noxsl. DUTLDINGS, BE “REKARKRD THAT WA Wi8 WoT '6UB-
PRISED TO FIND THE HOBS HAD BURSY.”

.- Here again we:pause, to-beg our readers to medi-
tate upon.the deep'significance of this remark of .the
Chiet: Magistrate of the City; himself a Protestant;
and to ask—if-it is wonderful that Catholics should
entertain “suspicions which the Mayor himsell enter-
tained, and openly avowed?: If to express such sus-
picions;be, to circulate  vile;and grovndless”, libels,
then is. the Mayér a-libeller ; for it was-he who: first,-
in the honest indignation of his heart at thé -rascally
scenes he was:compelled to’ witness, “openly avowed
and gave publicity to them. Nor were- these suspi-
‘cions on the Mayor’s ‘part so very groundless—if
what he himself says be true. '

¢In a littlo time the Police cama to him, 4ND TOLD MM
TEAT THE HOSR HAD BEBN CUT." )

Here again we pause, whilst osr readers will surely
exclaim—< Well! here is something positive at last,
not mere idle rumors. Here we bave reports made
by the Police, to the Chief Magistrate of the City,
that 4 great crime bad been committed—What did
these Dolicemen depose at the “ tAorough investiga-
tion—as the Herald facetiously calls it—held by the
City Couneil :

Good, easy, unsophisticated reader! : Little do
you iknow how ¥ thorough investigations” are man-
aged in these snug family parties, determined to keep
‘things pleasant ; and where liberal Kawtholics—who
wish to curry favor with their Protestant colleagues,
and.to be glorified by a Protestant press—betray the
interests of the constituencies who bave elected them,
and who by their misplaced confidence, have given
to these upstart  Jacks,” power to insult better men
than themselves, and to bring shame upon the name
of Iriskmen. Lord love you dear reader! these Po-
licemen, who in the execation of their duty officially
reported to the Mayor—as he himself tells us—* that
the hose.were cut,’ were not allowed to be examined
at all 131 And the Herald and other papers of Mont-
real, have the impertinent mendacity to tell the pub-
Jic % that the whole matter has been the subject of a
thorough favestigation” 1! We tell the Hereld
and his friends, that this sham investigation of the City
Council has, we regret to say it, greally strengthen-
ed the suspicions previously entertzined,

God forbid that we should be understood 1o say
that the hose wwere purposely and maliciously cut.
Our rule i3, zlways, with ali meas, to assume innocence
until guilt be established. Wut—rnd we put it to
every impartial person,—are nol the facts, as given
above, and which are all supporied by Protestant
authority, amply sufficient—we do not say to justify
the worst suspicions—but to warrant us in calling for
a PUBLIC investigation? It is not the ''rRur Wir-
NESs who makes a charge. It is the Mayor; the
Chief Magistrate of the City himself.  He tells us
that statements were niade to him that the hose were
cut—that the Police on duty on the ground, and in
the execution of their duty as guatdians of the peace
andl property of the community, publicly reported to
him in his capacity as Mayor, * that the hose were
cut”; lie hiwmself tells us, with scarce concealed
irony —that—* whea the fire was found 1o be in the
Nun’s buildings, he was not surprised to find the
hese had again burst.”  The Mayor then is the ac-
caser 3* and it is absurd to attach blame to the Trur
Witness, because it repeats though very faintly, the
suspicions of that Civic functionary,and asks for a pub-

dic investigation inlo the truth of grave allegations,pub-

licly made by the Chiel Magistrate bimself, Ves!
the Mayor, more than any cne else, is interested, for
the sake of his own reputation, to call for a public in-
vestigation, For men will ask—* How came it Sir,
that, when your Police made report 1o you, as Chief
Magistrate of Montreal, that a grave crime had peen
committed, you did not cause the truth of their re-
port to be Zmmediately, pubhicly, ant carefully,
examired into? How came it that you, although
openly requested to do se, did not order all the bhose
to be taken to the Station House, in order that they
‘might be examined by competent aud disinterested
jedges? What has occurred sisce the night of the
27th ult. to allay in your heart those strong suspici-
ons which you then openly avoewed—and to persuade
yowof the groundlessmess of a charge,  which you
thien openly professed to believe 1 These questions
must be answered. ' '
* We again repeat it. We originate, we make
ng charge.  We merely repeat eharges openly made.
on the ground to the Mayor—repeated by the Mayor
in:the preseace of hundreds—and which, as coming
from such a respectable source, are very generally
believed. 'What we have said, we bave said; and
‘before God and man. we ' pledge ourselves to prove
every word we have written, by unexceptionable wit-
1o submit to be branded asinfamous. Either, on
reported to the Mayor—“cut";”? or they were—as the
Argus says—<shizmefully- out of-order ; in a state
‘highly disgraceful :to the parties'in charge of (hein;
'ina’state which reflécts ‘infinite diseredit upon-every
man ¢onnected with the Fice Department, from.Mr.
Bertram downwards.. ... - 00 -
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o T. SYLVESTER-APFAIR.~~Our readers must
rémember ke report so’industriously ‘circulated a few
weeks'ago by the Protestant press, that a deliberate
and murderous atlempt had been inade. by certain
Irishi Catholics_ to cause the overihrow of the train
in which were the panty of soldiers.and police sent by
the agthorilies :tg aid in arresting the men. suspected
of having murdered the unfortunate Corrigan. - They
must.remember too;, with-what-earnestness the Pro-

thatinot- one of .tliem-bad thie candor or- honesty fo
admitthat there' ' Was " np posilive evidence? “eithér
A ] P TR USSRk | A i R IO A
against " the' accusell; 'or Lo show that, any”wilfu} at’

"_g'_l;'.:}) pt‘to upset _the train had been made —whilst by

| that the accused were: perfectly innotent of the'y

nesses—if an open, public, enquiry be instituted ; or |

ihe night in question, the hose were—as . the Police |-

testant: press denounced- the. atrocity of the crime=- {

—————

some, it was more than insinuated (hat the érime .
—if not encouraged by the Clergy—ike direct
of Catholic teaching, and the peculiar-moral cond;
tion thereby ‘quengered' These things - myg b:
fresh in the .memories -of our readers; ag alsp |
fact, that mot only was there 7o evidence whiats, b
s § - e BYer
against the accused—whose only crime tonsisted ;
this, that they were Irishinen and Catholics—by; lhm
it has been proved after a judicial enquiry. upoy oatzl
,
Iaid to their chargs ; and thi the accusations g,
3o vindictively against them by the Protestant , e
were, whas'_lhe Herald would call— vile angd grﬁu:i'
.!‘:::;:beh. We thanL’.lhe.g, J t?w, “l‘or leaclsfng us thy
Why then do we refer to this business, seciy th
the matter has been thoroughly investigated, a,ﬁ] t)::-
accused triumphaatly acquitted? - We do so f, the’
purpose of pointing out the difference betwixt p,
testant and Catholic notions of fair play. >

When the Trur WitnEss—Catholic—gayg
sertion to statements reflecting upon the condyey of‘
certain Protestants ; we, in doing so, took. good cay
to qualify them with the remark that they e
“ mere rumors, unsupported by positive évidene,n
Thus is it that, Catholics act towards their Prote;
tant brethren ; and -for so doing the Herald chare
us with circulating ¢ vile and groundless libels. °

_Now, bow differently do Protestants act tomsry,
Catholics in perfectly analogous circumstances! Ny
only did they at once assume as incontestible (f
guilt of the men implicated in the St. Sylvester
fair-——not only did they never once, pending the i
vestigation, caution (heir readers that the charge ¢
wilfully compassing the upsetting of the train wys,
‘ mere rumor unsupported by positive evidence”—y
even after the full acquittal of the accused, and alter
their discharge from custody, a large. portion of (hey
continued, and still continue, to reiterate the sy
damnable calumaies against men whose eonduct hy
been openly and thoroughly investigated, and whos
innocence has been judicially estabfished.

‘We are but stating a melancholy instance of 1
demoralising effects of evangelical Protestantisn:
the deleterious influences of which, like (hoswe uf'
some poisons upon the human system, are incredibl
to those who have not witnessed them. Irolesiu.
ism of the evangelical type is a moral poison ; whi,
if long and babitually indulged in, secms to have tk
effect of destroying all sense of honor, justice, arl
truth in those who use it ; of rendering them ayince
pable of entertaining a generous or gentlamanly senlr
ment, as a boar-pig is of appreciating a symphoay iy
Beethoven. Thus it is, that, in the Montreal Vi
ness of last week—in the Flamilton Bunner of W
12th instant, another very Protesiant journal—ani
other journals of a similar stamp—we find the charg
reiterated that an attempt had been made to take the
lives of the soldiers and police—and that the crime
was the work of Irish Catholics, who-—as the puk-
lishers of these atrocious lies well knew—had beer
tried and found innocent of the crime falsely hidto
their charge by the unscrupulous and mendaciow
Protestant press of Canada. Iow is it that the
Herald, under these circumstances, has no adrice &t
give his brother Protestants, against circulating
*libels™ against the Irish Catholics of St. Sylvester;
¢ Jibels” which are not only “groundless,” but which
have been judicially proved to be false?

esalt

BUFFALO CONVENTION,

A Meeling of the Trish Catholics of this City ws
held on Sunday last, immediately after High Mas,
at the St. Patrick’s House, to determine upon the
appointment of Delegates to attend the Conventin
about to take place at Buffale,

After Alderman M¢Cambridge was appointel
Chairman, and Mr. C. W. Sharpley Secretary
the meeting—

It was proposed by the Rev. Mr. M¢Culla; =
conded by B. Devlin, Esq., and unanimously—

Regolved—‘That this Moeeting heartily approves of i
objects contemplated by the Buffalo Convention.”

Propased by J. Sadlier, Esq. ; seconded by Dr.
Howard— =~ _ '

“That B.Devlin, Esq,, and @. B. Olerk, Rsq., bo ap-
pointed Delegates to represent the Irigh Qatholics of Moo
treal at the Buffalo Convention.” o
"~ As an amendment, it was proposed by M. P
Ryan, Esq: ; seconded by Tsidore Mallon, Esq,—

¢ That the name of a thicd Delegate bo added to tho i
slready mentioned.” S
- Subsequently, the name of W. P. Bartley, Esq.
was introduced ; but this being considered not i
order, was not submitted by the Chairman ; and the
original motion was adopted. =~ '~
- It was proposed by P. Ronayne, Esq.; scconded
by ‘Thomas Ranley, Ksq., and =~ =
Reaolved —¢ That o list be opened for the purposo of &
coiving subscriptions to defray the expenses -incarred b
the Delegates.” R .
. (The s ‘of £37 10s was subseribed.) ..
. Proposed by W. P. Bartley, Esq. ; seconded by
the Rev. Mr. Murphy, and unanimotisly—- -~
- Regolved—** That J: Sadlier, Banq., act ag Treasurer”
“Propesed by Dr, Héward; seconded by ‘T, M-
Cready, Bsg.,—, .o . .p o o

¢ That Alderman M/Cambridgo do leave the Chair, 82d
that W. P. Bartley, Eaq., be-called thoroto.” * (Carried)
. -Proposed by Dr.- Howard; seconded by J. M-
Cready, Esqg:, and unanimously-—* = "~
" Resolved—* That tho ‘thinks of this Mocting bo &
preiged to “Aldermin’ M‘Cimbiidge for 'his conduct 8
- Chairman ;” after which'thé mocting deparated,

B
. ) e

ot U AuRKaRDER M'CaNmipas, Chairman-
lchn.s.':W.‘-Bhnrﬁlpy; S;e‘cre_u’uy et
RTINS S TR R D ] PRI S I ‘ Pt e
Lo titge: [ RAIN PR Tt e T
i are ‘ml¢ased. to slg:‘;lrnllhat-,ﬂl_.e,;Flrst Company

O Ry
‘of '.f'tlie,_f;ljlli;h;:Vo_l.nqgc_:;:rs_uof  Montreal, . will ‘meet for

drill, at-the Bonsecours:Market, this—=Friday—efes-

'ingh, R TP

. voegld? d
B Ldfiint
.-

BT DY At

-~




